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Approved Conservation Advice for 
Homoranthus decumbens (a shrub) 

(s266B of the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999) 
 

 

Description 
Homoranthus decumbens, Family Myrtaceae, is a shrub growing to 15 cm high and 2 m 
across. Leaves are opposite, lacking a distinct leaf stalk and are whitish-green when growing 
then change to reddish-brown. Flowers occur singularly in the leaf axils (Craven and Jones, 
1991). 

H. decumbens is similar to H. melanostictus which also occurs in the Barakula State Forest. 
Both have small linear leaves and their yellow flowers are of about the same size. 
H. decumbens differs by the purplish foliage and the procumbent habit (Bean, pers. comm., 
2010). 

 

Conservation Status 
Homoranthus decumbens is listed as endangered. This species is eligible for listing as 
endangered under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 
(Cwlth) (EPBC Act) as it has a very low number of mature individuals. 

This species is also listed as vulnerable under the Queensland Nature Conservation Act 
1992. 

 

Distribution and Habitat 
Homoranthus decumbens is endemic to Queensland, where it is known from two areas: 
Blackdown Tableland and Barakula State Forest (Queensland Herbarium, 2009). The extent 
of occurrence is 3 km2 and area of occupancy is estimated to be less that 1 km2 (Queensland 
Herbarium 2009). The species is found in tall shrubland or heath up to 800 m in altitude. It 
occurs on the edges of sandstone cliffs or in shallow sandy soil containing lateritic pebbles, 
and is often associated with species such as Goodenia racemosa, Petrophile spp. (cone 
bush), Xanthorrhoea spp. (grasstree) and Banksia oblongifolia (dwarf banksia) (Wang, 
1995). 

This species occurs within the Brigalow Belt South Bioregion and the Condamine and Fitzroy 
Natural Resource Management Regions. 

The distribution of this species is not known to overlap with any EPBC Act-listed threatened 
ecological community. 
 

Threats 
There are no current known threats to this species. 

The main potential threats to H. decumbens include inappropriate legal collection practices 
(seeds and cuttings for cultivation), habitat disturbance by road maintenance and 
inappropriate fire regimes (Wang, 1995). 
 

  

This Conservation Advice has been developed based on the best available 
information at the time this Conservation Advice was approved; this includes existing 
plans, records or management prescriptions for this species. 
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Research Priorities 
Research priorities that would inform future regional and local priority actions include: 

• Design and implement a monitoring program or, if appropriate, support and enhance 
existing programs. 

• Undertake survey work in suitable habitat and potential habitat to more precisely 
assess current population size, distribution, ecological requirements and the relative 
impacts of potential threats. 

• Investigate the potential and efficacy of DNA-based or other approaches for the 
identification of individual plants and/or populations to provide a means for detecting 
and prosecuting illegal collection from the wild [see for example Palsboll et al., 2006]. 

• Identify optimal fire regimes for regeneration (vegetative regrowth and/or seed 
germination), and response to other prevailing fire regimes. 

• Clarify the taxonomic status of (and relationship between) the two H. decumbens 
populations. 

 

Regional and Local Priority Actions 
The following regional priority recovery and threat abatement actions can be done to support 
the recovery of H. decumbens. 
 
Habitat Loss, Disturbance and Modification 

• Monitor known populations to identify key threats.  
• Monitor the progress of recovery, including the effectiveness of management actions 

and the need to adapt them if necessary.  
• Ensure there is no disturbance in areas where H. decumbens occurs, excluding 

necessary actions to manage the conservation of the species. 
• Manage any other known, potential or emerging threats including disturbance by road 

maintenance and inappropriate fire regimes. 

Fire 

• Develop and implement a suitable fire management strategy for the habitat of 
H. decumbens. 

• Identify appropriate intensity and interval of fire to promote seed germination and 
vegetation regeneration. 

• Where appropriate, provide maps of known occurrences to local and state Rural Fire 
Services and seek inclusion of mitigative measures in bush fire risk management 
plans, risk register and/or operation maps. 

Road Maintenance  

• Provide information and maps of known occurrences to state and local governments 
responsible for road maintenance where H. decumbens occurs. 

• Where appropriate, use endangered species markers to identify known occurrences. 

Conservation Information 

• Raise awareness of H. decumbens within the local community by distributing 
information to local landholders, interest groups, local council and forestry employees 
to assist in locating and protecting populations.  

• Investigate options for linking, enhancing or establishing additional populations. 

• Implement national translocation protocols (Vallee et al., 2004) if establishing 
additional populations is considered necessary and feasible. 
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• Develop and implement strategies to minimise inappropriate collection. 

This list does not necessarily encompass all actions that may be of benefit to H. decumbens, 
but highlights those that are considered to be of highest priority at the time of preparing the 
Approved Conservation Advice.  

 

Existing Plans/Management Prescriptions that are Relevant to the Species 
A draft species management profile has been developed by the Department of Natural 
Resources (Queensland) for foresters, forest resource managers and forest planners. This 
profile aims to ameliorate impacts during operations under the Forestry Act 1959 on forest 
entitlement areas (state forests and timber reserves) and other public lands (Wang, 1995). 

These prescriptions were current at the time of publishing; please refer to the relevant 
agency’s website for any updated versions.  
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