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Advice to the Minister for Sustainability, Environment, Water, Population and Communities 
from the Threatened Species Scientific Committee (the Committee) 

on Amendment to the list of Threatened Species 
under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act) 

 

1. Reason for Conservation Assessment by the Committee 

This advice follows assessment of new information provided on: 

Tylophora williamsii (a vine) 

 

2. Summary of Species Details 

Taxonomy Conventionally accepted as Tylophora williamsii P.I.Forst. 

State Listing Status This species is listed as endangered in Queensland under the 
Nature Conservation Act 1992. 

Description A vine with opposite, hairless leaves, cordate or rounded at the 
base, acute at the apex, that emits a milky latex (sap) when cut. 
There are two conical protuberances at the base of the leaf on 
the upper surface. Inflorescence of racemose fascicles. Flowers 
are green or brown, or green with purple blotches. Fruits are 
5–5.5 cm long (Forster, 1996). 

Distribution The species is endemic to north-east Queensland. It is 
distributed from the Charters Towers area to near Weipa on 
Cape York Peninsula (Queensland Herbarium, 2009). The 
extent of occurrence is 170 000 km2, based on recorded 
locations (Queensland Herbarium, 2009). There are no data to 
indicate any past or future changes in the extent of occurrence. 

Thirteen locations are known including Kulla (MacIlwraith 
Range), Annan River, Dinden, Kirrama and Girringun National 
Parks, and Mingela State Forest (Queensland Herbarium, 
2009). 

Relevant 
Biology/Ecology 

The species occurs in semi-deciduous mesophyll rainforest, 
complex notophyll vine forest, vine thicket, or riparian forest with 
Melaleuca leucadendra. Altitude ranges from sea-level to 760 m 
(Queensland Herbarium, 2009). 

Flowers have been recorded from November to March; fruits 
recorded in June (Queensland Herbarium, 2009). Pollination 
mechanisms and capability of vegetative reproduction are 
unknown. 

Threats  

Known Destruction of habitat by clearing is the only documented threat 
(Wang, 1998). The effect of clearing on this species up to the 
present time is unknown. This threat has now been ameliorated 
with the end to broad-scale vegetation clearing in Queensland 
and its regulations. In addition, a number of populations are 
within national parks, and a draft Species Management Profile 
has been developed by the Department of Natural Resources 
(Queensland) for foresters, forest resource managers and forest 
planners to implement strategies for the amelioration of impacts 
during operations under the Forestry Act 1959 on forest 
entitlement areas (State Forests and Timber Reserves) and  
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 other public lands. 

Potential There are no known potential threats. 

 

3. Public Consultation 

Notice of the proposed amendment was made available for public comment for 30 business 
days. Any comments received that are relevant to the survival of the species have been 
considered by the Committee. 

 

4. How judged by the Committee in relation to the EPBC Act criteria and Regulations 

Criterion 1: It has undergone, is suspected to have undergone or is likely to undergo in 
the immediate future a very severe, severe or substantial reduction in 
numbers 

Not eligible 

Criterion element Evidence 

Reduction in numbers No data 

 

Criterion 2: Its geographic distribution is precarious for the survival of the species and is 
very restricted, restricted or limited 

Not eligible 

Criterion element Evidence 

Geographic distribution 

AND 

Not limited – The extent of occurrence is 170 000 km2 and the 
area of occupancy is unknown (Queensland Herbarium, 2009). 

Geographic distribution 
precarious 

No – This species is known from thirteen locations. With 
numerous populations, the species distribution would not be 
considered severely fragmented and there are no known 
current threats. This species is found within five national parks 
(Queensland Herbarium, 2009). 

 

Criterion 3: The estimated total number of mature individuals is very low, low or limited; 
and either 
(a) evidence suggests that the number will continue to decline at a very high, 
high or substantial rate; or 
(b) the number is likely to continue to decline and its geographic distribution is 
precarious for its survival 

Not eligible 

Criterion element Evidence 

Total no. of mature 
individuals 

AND 

No data – The number of mature individuals is unknown. 
Herbarium label records include abundance measures ranging 
from ‘rare’ to ‘very common’ at known populations 
(Queensland Herbarium, 2009). 

Continued rate of decline  No data 

OR 

Total no. of mature 
individuals 

No data – The number of mature individuals is unknown. 
Herbarium label records include abundance measures ranging  
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AND from ‘rare’ to ‘very common’ at known populations 
(Queensland Herbarium, 2009). 

Continued decline likely 

AND 

No data 

Geographic distribution 
precarious 

No – see Criterion 2 

 

Criterion 4: The estimated total number of mature individuals is extremely low, very low or 
low 

Not eligible 

Criterion element Evidence 

Total no. of mature 
individuals 

No data – see Criterion 3 

 

Criterion 5: Probability of extinction in the wild that is at least 
(a) 50% in the immediate future; or 
(b) 20% in the near future; or 

 (c) 10% in the medium-term future 

Not eligible 

Criterion element Evidence 

Probability of extinction in 
the wild  

No data 

 

5. Recommendation 

The Committee notes that this species is eligible for delisting due to the availability of more 
information on the species’ distribution and a decrease in threats from clearing. 
 
The Committee recommends that the list referred to in section 178 of the EPBC Act be 
amended by deleting from the list in the vulnerable category: 

Tylophora williamsii 

 

 

 

Threatened Species Scientific Committee 
26 August 2010 
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