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Approved Conservation Advice  
(s266B of the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999) 

Approved Conservation Advice for 
Tylophora rupicola 

This Conservation Advice has been developed based on the best available information at the 
time this Conservation Advice was approved; this includes existing plans, records or 
management prescriptions for this species.  

Description 

Tylophora rupicola, Family Apocynaceae, is a slender climber (twiner) with stems to 1 m 
long and has clear sap. Leaves are opposite, thin-textured, dagger-shaped, grow to 5.5 cm 
long, and are dull green and hairless above and paler beneath with sparse hairs. The pink 
flowers occur in groups on 3 cm long stems. They have 5 petals and are approximately 10 mm 
in diameter. The spindle-shaped fruits are approximately 4 cm long. The small, dagger-shaped 
leaves distinguish this species (Forster, 1992; Wang, 2001; Queensland Herbarium, 2008).  

Conservation Status 

Tylophora rupicola is listed as endangered. This species is eligible for listing as endangered 
under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (Cwlth) (EPBC 
Act) as, prior to the commencement of the EPBC Act, it was listed as endangered under 
Schedule 1 of the Endangered Species Protection Act 1992 (Cwlth). Tylophora rupicola is 
also listed as endangered under the Nature Conservation Act 1992 (Queensland). 

Distribution and Habitat 

Tylophora rupicola is known from five locations in north east Queensland; two near 
Herberton, two south of Gordonvale, and one east of Mareeba. It occurs in grassy open forests 
of Forest oak (Allocasuarina torulosa), Corymbia rhodops and Eucalyptus granitica on soils 
derived from granite (Queensland Herbarium, 2008). This species grows among rocks and 
grass above permanent water (Forster, 1992). Of the five sites, three are within national park, 
one in a State forest and one on private land (Queensland Herbarium, 2008). This species 
occurs within the Wet Tropics (Queensland) Natural Resource Management Region. 

The distribution of this species is not known to overlap with any EPBC Act-listed threatened 
ecological community. 

Threats 

The main potential threats to T. rupicola include competition from introduced weeds, mainly 
Para Grass (Urochloa mutica) and Billy Goat Weeds (Ageratum spp.), which also result in 
increased fuel loads and intensity of fires (Wang, 2001). Timber harvesting activities in the 
State forest may also threaten this species (Wang, 2001). 

Research Priorities 

Research priorities that would inform future regional and local priority actions include: 
 Design and implement a monitoring program or, if appropriate, support and enhance 

existing programs. 
 More precisely assess population size, distribution, ecological requirements and the 

relative impacts of threatening processes. 
 Undertake survey work in suitable habitat and potential habitat to locate any additional 

populations/occurrences/remnants. 
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 Identify appropriate intensity and interval of fire to maintain healthy populations of 
T. rupicola. 

Regional and Local Priority Actions  

The following regional and local priority recovery and threat abatement actions can be done 
to support the recovery of T. rupicola. 

Habitat Loss, Disturbance and Modification 
 Monitor known populations to identify key threats. 
 Monitor the progress of recovery, including the effectiveness of management actions and 

the need to adapt them if necessary. 
 Ensure road widening and forest operations involving substrate or vegetation disturbance 

in areas where T. rupicola occurs do not adversely impact on known populations. 
 Minimise adverse impacts from land use at known sites. 
 Investigate formal conservation arrangements, management agreements and covenants on 

private land, and for crown and private land investigate inclusion in reserve tenure if 
possible. 

Invasive weeds 
 Develop and implement management plans for the control of Para Grass and Billy Goat 

Weeds in the region. 
 Identify and remove weeds in the local area, which could become a threat to the 

T. rupicola, using appropriate methods. 
 Manage sites to prevent introduction of invasive weeds, which could become a threat to 

the species, using appropriate methods. 
 Ensure chemicals or other mechanisms used to eradicate weeds do not have a significant 

adverse impact on T. rupicola. 

Fire 
 Develop and implement an appropriate fire management regime for local populations. 
 Provide maps of known occurrences to local and state Rural Fire Services and seek 

inclusion of mitigative measures in bush fire risk management plans, risk register and/or 
operation maps. 

Conservation Information 
 Raise awareness of T. rupicola within the local community. 
 Maintain liaisons with private landholders and land managers of land on which 

populations occur. 

Enable Recovery of Additional Sites and/or Populations 
 Undertake appropriate seed collection and storage. 
 Investigate options for linking, enhancing or establishing additional populations. 
 Implement national translocation protocols (Vallee et al., 2004) if establishing additional 

populations is considered necessary and feasible. 

This list does not necessarily encompass all actions that may be of benefit to T. rupicola, but 
highlights those that are considered to be of highest priority at the time of preparing the 
conservation advice.  

Existing Plans/Management Prescriptions that are Relevant to the Species 

 Wet Tropics Conservation Strategy: the conservation, rehabilitation and transmission to 
future generations of the Wet Tropics World Heritage Area (WTMA, 2004), and  

 Management Program for Protected Plants in Queensland 2006–2010 (EPA 2005). 
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These prescriptions were current at the time of publishing; please refer to the relevant 
agency’s website for any updated versions.  

Information Sources: 
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Australian Systematic Botany, vol. 5, no. 1, pp. 29–51. 

Queensland Herbarium 2008, specimen label information, viewed 5 July 2008. 

Wang, J 2001, ‘Tylophora rupicola, Species Management Profile (updated by J.Rees)’, Species Management 
Manual, Department of Natural Resources, Brisbane. 

Wet Tropics Management Authority (WTMA) 2004, Wet Tropics Conservation Strategy: the conservation, 
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