
 

 

 

 

  
 

 

   
 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

This conservation advice was approved by the Minister on: 7 December 2009 

A statement for the purposes of approved conservation advice  

(s266B of the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999) 


Approved Conservation Advice for Acacia praemorsa (Senna Wattle) 

This Conservation Advice has been developed based on the best available 

information 


at the time this conservation advice was approved. 


Description 

Acacia praemorsa, Family Mimosaceae, also known as the Senna Wattle or the 
Cassia Wattle, is an erect, suckering, hairless shrub, 1 to 3 m high with smooth, 
green, angled branchlets and long, soft phyllodes (leaf-like structures) (Lang et al., 
1990). The phyllodes are 2 – 9 cm long and 1.5 – 2.5 mm wide (Whibley and Symon, 
1992). The bright-yellow flower heads occur in groups of one or two (Lang et al., 
1990). The fruit are dark green, flat or twisted and up to 13 cm long (Whibley and 
Symon, 1992). 

Conservation Status 

The Senna Wattle is listed as vulnerable. This species is eligible for listing as 
vulnerable under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 
1999 (Cwlth) (EPBC Act) as it has a limited geographic distribution which, given the 
potential for a catastrophic fire event, is precarious for its survival (TSSC, 2009).  

The species is also listed as vulnerable under Schedule 8 of the South Australian 
National Parks and Wildlife Act 1972. 

Distribution and Habitat 

The Senna Wattle is endemic to South Australia. It is confined to the Eyre Peninsula 
where it occurs in seven localised populations in the ranges north-east of Cleve 
(Lang et al., 1990). In 2005, the extent of occurrence of Senna Wattle was estimated 
to be 31 km2 (State Herbarium of South Australia, 2005; DEH, 2005). Population 
estimates gathered between 1987 and 1989 on three of the seven populations 
estimate the numbers in each population to be between 500 and 1000 mature 
individuals. 

The Senna Wattle is found on the lower slopes of small gullies in low, rocky ranges 
(Lang et al., 1990), on north-facing slopes in thick, low scrub (State Herbarium of 
South Australia, 2005) and in shady, sheltered sites in open mallee woodlands at the 
base of steep gullies (Lang et al., 1990). 

This species occurs within the Eyre Peninsula Natural Resource Management 
Region and the Eyre Yorke Block Bioregion. 

The distribution of this species is not known to overlap with any EPBC Act-listed 
threatened ecological communities. 

Threats 

The main identified threats to the Senna Wattle are grazing and trampling by 
domestic stock, habitat loss and fragmentation through vegetation clearance and 
potentially inappropriate fire regimes.  
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Research Priorities 

Research priorities that would inform future regional and local priority actions include: 

 Design and implement a monitoring program. 

 More precisely assess population size, distribution, reproductive biology and 


ecological requirements. 
 Undertake seed germination and/or vegetative propagation trials to determine the 

requirements for successful establishment. 
 Undertake research on the species’ response to fire. 

Priority Actions 

The following priority recovery and threat abatement actions can be done to support 
the recovery of the Senna Wattle. 

Habitat Loss, Disturbance and Modification 
 Monitor known populations to identify key threats. 
 Control access routes to suitably constrain public access to known sites on public 

land. 
 Undertake survey work in suitable habitat and potential habitat to locate any 

additional populations. 
 Continue to protect populations of the listed species through the development of 

conservation agreements and/or covenants. 

Trampling, Browsing or Grazing 
 Manage known sites on private property to ensure domestic livestock grazing 

regimes allow flowering, seed set and seedling survival. 
 Prevent grazing pressure at known sites on leased crown land through exclusion 

fencing or other barriers. 

Fire
 
 Implement an appropriate fire management regime for local populations. 


Other 
 Develop and implement a management plan for the Yeldulknie Conservation 

Park. 

This list does not necessarily encompass all actions that may be of benefit to the 
Senna Wattle, but highlights those that are considered to be of highest priority at the 
time of preparing the conservation advice. 

Information Sources: 

Department for Environment and Heritage (DEH, 2005). Various databases. South 
Australia. 

Lang PJ, Maslin BR and Cowan RS (1990). Plant Portraits. Journal of the Adelaide 
Botanic Gardens 13:118-123. 

State Herbarium of South Australia (2005). ADHERB Database. South Australia. 

Whibley DJE and Symon DE (1992). Acacias of South Australia. Handbook of the 
Flora and Fauna of South Australia. 
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