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Approved conservation advice  
(s266B of the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999) 

Approved Conservation Advice for 
Eucalyptus parvula (Small-leaved Gum) 

This Conservation Advice has been developed based on the best available information at the 
time this conservation advice was approved.  

Description 
Eucalyptus parvula, Family Myrtaceae, also known as Small-leaved Gum, is a small, often 
crooked, round-headed tree (Pryor, 1981) to 15 m in height (Harden, 1991). The bark sheds to 
ground level in strips to leave a smooth light grey, pinkish, greenish or dark grey surface 
where imperfectly decorticated strips may accumulate near the base (Brooker & Kleinig, 
2006). Juvenile leaves are opposite and glossy green, adult leaves are opposite or sub-
opposite, green, dull and green on both sides (Harden, 1991). Buds and fruits occur in clusters 
of seven. Buds are 3-5 mm long and lack stalks. Fruits are 3-4 mm diameter (Harden, 1991). 

Conservation Status 
Small-leaved Gum is listed as vulnerable. This species is eligible for listing as vulnerable 
under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (Cwlth) (EPBC 
Act) as, prior to the commencement of the EPBC Act, it was listed as vulnerable under 
Schedule 1 of the Endangered Species Protection Act 1992 (Cwlth). The species is also listed 
as vulnerable under Schedule 2 of the Threatened Species Conservation Act 1995 (NSW). 

Distribution and Habitat 
Small-leaved Gum was known from near Badja and Kybean to the south-east of Nimmitabel 
(Pryor, 1981), as far west as Countegany (Hill & Johnson, 1991) and south to Nunnock 
Swamp and Dragon Swamp (Brooker & Kleinig, 2006), NSW. In 2000 the main distribution 
was in two swamps along the Big Badja River (Briggs, 2000, pers. comm.). This species 
occurs within the Murrumbidgee and Southern Rivers (NSW) Natural Resource Management 
Regions. 

This species is restricted to tablelands above an altitude of 1000 m (Brooker & Kleinig, 
2006). It is often restricted to swampy areas (Briggs, 2000, pers. comm.) in shallow valleys. 
These valleys, which are near the scarp of the tableland, are frost hollows and fogs are 
common. The soils are mildly acid, brown meadow type and often somewhat swampy. There 
are up to 100 frosts a year and always some snow, which may lie on the ground for several 
days (Pryor, 1981). 

The species sometimes occurs in small pure stands but is often mixed with Black Sally 
(Eucalyptus stellulata) and Snow Gum/White Sally (E. pauciflora) and with a wet tussock 
grass layer of Poa caespitosa or heathy undergrowth (Pryor, 1981). Natural stands of the 
species were never extensive or widely distributed. Many stands have been cleared for 
agriculture and the surviving stands are mostly on private land with a few trees remaining on 
roadside verges (Pryor, 1981). 

The distribution of this species overlaps with the following EPBC Act- listed ecological 
communities: 
• White Box-Yellow Box-Blakely’s Red Gum Grassy Woodland and Derived Native 

Grassland, and  
• Natural Temperate Grassland of the Southern Tablelands of NSW and the Australian 

Capital Territory. 
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Threats 
The main identified threats to Small-leaved Gum include grazing by domestic stock on private 
land (DECC, 2005), with some damage caused by illegal seed collection (DECC, 2005). 

The main potential threats include disturbance to plants on roadsides by road maintenance, 
and inappropriate fire regimes (DECC, 2005). 

Research Priorities 
Research priorities that would inform future regional and local priority actions include: 
• Design and implement a monitoring program. 
• More precisely assess population size, distribution, ecological requirements and the 

relative impacts of threatening processes. 
• Undertake survey work in suitable habitat and potential habitat to locate any additional 

populations/occurrences/remnants.  
• Undertake seed germination trials to determine the requirements for successful 

establishment. 
• Monitor illegal seed collection in the wild, and investigate its impact if tree damage 

becomes great (DECC, 2005). 

Regional and Local Priority Actions  
The following regional and local priority recovery and threat abatement actions can be done 
to support the recovery of Small-leaved Gum.  

Habitat Loss, Disturbance and Modification 
• Monitor known populations to identify key threats. 
• Monitor the progress of recovery, including the effectiveness of management actions and 

the need to adapt them if necessary. 
• Identify populations of high conservation priority. 
• Manage threats to areas of vegetation that contain populations/occurrences/remnants of 

Small-leaved Gum. 
• Ensure road widening and maintenance activities (or other infrastructure or development 

activities involving substrate or vegetation disturbance) in areas where Small-leaved Gum 
occurs do not adversely impact on known populations. 

• Investigate formal conservation arrangements such as the use of covenants, conservation 
agreements or inclusion in reserve tenure. 

Trampling, Browsing or Grazing 
• Manage threats at known sites on private property to ensure appropriate grazing regimes 

are conducted, including the exclusion of livestock from stands of Small-leaved Gum until 
seedlings are sufficiently established to be immune to grazing (DECC, 2005).  

• Develop and implement a stock management plan for roadside verges and travelling stock 
routes. 

Fire 
• Develop and implement a suitable fire management strategy for Small-leaved Gum. 
• Identify appropriate intensity and interval of fire to promote seed germination and 

vegetation regeneration.  
• Provide maps of known occurrences to local and state rural fire services and seek 

inclusion of mitigative measures in bush fire risk management plans, risk register and/or 
operation maps. 
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Conservation Information 
• Raise awareness of Small-leaved Gum within the local community, especially among 

landowners. 

Enable Recovery of Additional Sites and/or Populations 
• Undertake appropriate seed collection and storage. 
• Investigate options for linking, enhancing or establishing additional populations. 
• Implement national translocation protocols (Vallee et al., 2004) if establishing additional 

populations is considered necessary and feasible.  

This list does not necessarily encompass all actions that may be of benefit to Small-leaved 
Gum, but highlights those that are considered to be of highest priority at the time of preparing 
the conservation advice.  
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