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Approved conservation advice  
(s266B of the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999) 

Approved Conservation Advice for 
Eucalyptus aquatica (Mountain Swamp Gum) 

This Conservation Advice has been developed based on the best available information at the 
time this conservation advice was approved.  

Description 
Eucalyptus aquatica, Family Myrtaceae, also known as Mountain Swamp Gum or Broad-
leaved Sallee, is a small tree to 7 m tall, with a single trunk or a mallee (multi-stemmed) form.  
Bark is smooth throughout or may be rough on the trunk. Adult leaves are elliptical and       
5–8 cm long and 1.5–3.5 cm wide. Buds are diamond-shaped and held in clusters of seven, 
and flowers are white. Fruits are cone-shaped and 0.6 cm long and wide (Johnson & Hill, 
1990; DECC, 2005).  

The taxonomic status of E. aquatica has been the subject of debate, with some authors, such 
as Brooker & Kleinig (1999) and CPBR (2006), regarding it as not sufficiently distinct from 
E. camphora subsp. camphora to warrant recognition. However, it differs from     
E. camphora subsp. camphora and subsp. humeana by the relatively short adult leaves with 
very short petioles (leaf-stalks), the short, thick peduncles and pedicels (stalks of fruit clusters 
and fruits respectively), and the stubby fruits (Johnson & Hill, 1990), and is currently 
recognised as a distinct species in the Australian Plant Census (CHAH, 2008).   

Conservation Status 
Mountain Swamp Gum is listed as vulnerable. This species is eligible for listing as 
vulnerable under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (Cwlth) 
(EPBC Act) as, prior to the commencement of the EPBC Act, it was listed as vulnerable 
under Schedule 1 of the Endangered Species Protection Act 1992 (Cwlth). The species is also 
listed as vulnerable under Schedule 2 of the Threatened Species Conservation Act 1995 
(NSW).    

Distribution and Habitat 

Mountain Swamp Gum is known only from Hanging Rock Swamp and Stingray Swamp 
within Penrose State Forest, near Penrose, on the NSW southern tablelands (Johnson & Hill, 
1990; DECC, 2005; WSC, 2005a). It occurs within swamps and sites of poor drainage (WSC, 
2005a). It grows in permanently water-logged, peaty soil, and associated species include 
Leptospermum juniperinum, L. obovatum, L. myrtifolia, Baeckea utilis, 
Gymnoschoenus sphaerocephalus and Gleichenia dicarpa (Benson & McDougall, 1998). 
This species occurs within the Hawkesbury–Nepean (NSW) Natural Resource Management 
Region (DECC, 2005). 

The distribution of this species overlaps with the following EPBC Act-listed threatened 
ecological communities: 
• Temperate Highland Peat Swamps on Sandstone, and 
• White Box-Yellow Box-Blakely’s Red Gum Grassy Woodland and Derived Native 

Grassland. 

Threats 
The main identified threats to Mountain Swamp Gum include fire, especially frequent hot 
fires (DECC, 2005) and long-term habitat modification (Johnson & Hill, 1990). It is not under 
immediate threat from pastoral activity (Johnson & Hill, 1990). Catastrophic events put 
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Mountain Swamp Gum at risk due to the small number of extant populations and the low 
number of plants (DECC, 2005). 

The main potential threat to Mountain Swamp Gum is hydrological change. 

Research Priorities 
Research priorities that would inform future regional and local priority actions include: 
• Design and implement a monitoring program. 
• More precisely assess population size, distribution, ecological requirements and the 

relative impacts of threatening processes. 

Regional and Local Priority Actions  
The following priority recovery and threat abatement actions can be done to support the 
recovery of Mountain Swamp Gum. 

Habitat Loss, Disturbance and Modification 
• Monitor known populations to identify key threats.  
• Monitor the progress of recovery, including the effectiveness of management actions and 

the need to adapt them if necessary. 
• Identify populations of high conservation priority.  
• Manage any changes to hydrology that may result in changes to the water table levels, 

increased run-off, sedimentation or pollution. 
• Manage any disruptions to water flows. 
• Investigate formal conservation arrangements such as the use of covenants, conservation 

agreements or inclusion in reserve tenure and negotiate continued protection of species 
with State Forests (DECC, 2005). 

Fire 
• Develop and implement a suitable fire management strategy for Mountain Swamp Gum.    
• Identify appropriate intensity and interval of fire to promote seed germination and 

vegetation regeneration. 
• Provide maps of known occurrences to local and state Rural Fire Services and seek 

inclusion of mitigative measures in bush fire risk management plans, risk register and/or 
operation maps. 

Conservation Information 
• Raise awareness of Mountain Swamp Gum within the local community. 

Enable Recovery of Additional Sites and/or Populations 
• Undertake appropriate seed collection and storage. 
• Investigate options for linking, enhancing or establishing additional populations. 
• Implement national translocation protocols (Vallee et al., 2004) if establishing additional 

populations is considered necessary and feasible.  
 

This list does not necessarily encompass all actions that may be of benefit to Mountain 
Swamp Gum, but highlights those that are considered to be of highest priority at the time of 
preparing the conservation advice.  

Existing Plans/Management Prescriptions that are Relevant to the Species 

• Wingecarribee Shire Council, Tree Preservation Order (2005b). 

This prescription was current at the time of publishing; please refer to the relevant agency’s 
website for any updated version.  
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