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Approved Conservation Advice  
(s266B of the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999) 

Approved Conservation Advice for 
Ozothamnus vagans 

This Conservation Advice has been developed based on the best available information at the 
time this Conservation Advice was approved; this includes existing plans, records or 
management prescriptions for this species.  

Description 

Ozothamnus vagans, Family Asteraceae, is a straggly, spindly shrub growing to 2 m tall. 
Branches are predominately ridged, hairless or covered with loose webby hairs on the young 
parts. Leaves are lance-shaped, 1.5–5 cm long, 3–5 mm wide, margins are slightly rolled 
backwards, three prominent veins, upper surface dark green, lower surface pale green with a 
dense covering of white woolly hairs and a leaf stalk of 1–1.5 mm. Floral heads occur in 
small compact terminal panicles, heads are bell shaped, about 2–3 mm long, 2–3 mm 
diameter, with oval shaped bracts surrounding the inflorescence, golden, spreading and with 
webby hairs at the base. Floral heads consist of about 12–14 bisexual florets with six female 
outer florets (Everett, 1992).  

Conservation Status 

Ozothamnus vagans is listed as vulnerable. This species is eligible for listing as vulnerable 
under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (Cwlth) (EPBC Act) 
as, prior to the commencement of the EPBC Act, it was listed as vulnerable under Schedule 1 of 
the Endangered Species Protection Act 1992 (Cwlth). Ozothamnus vagans is also listed as 
vulnerable under the Nature Conservation Act 1992 (Queensland).  

Distribution and Habitat 

Ozothamnus vagans occurs from the McPherson Range and Mt Warning in North East New 
South Wales to the Lamington Plateau in South East Queensland. This species is conserved 
within the Lamington National Park (NP), Border Ranges NP, Mt Warning NP, Nightcap NP 
and Numinbah Nature Reserve (Briggs & Leigh, 1996). Ozothamnus vagans grows within 
and adjacent to rainforest. This species occurs within the Northern Rivers (NSW) and South 
East Queensland Natural Resource Management Regions.  

Threats 

Threats to O. vagans are currently unknown.  

Research Priorities 

Research priorities that would inform future regional and local priority actions include: 
 Identify the threatening processes affecting or potentially impacting on O. vagans. 
 Design and implement a monitoring program or, if appropriate, support and enhance 

existing programs. 
 More precisely assess population size, distribution, ecological requirements and the 

relative impacts of threatening processes. 
 Undertake survey work in suitable habitat and potential habitat to locate any additional 

populations/occurrences/remnants.  
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Regional and Local Priority Actions  

The following regional and local priority recovery and threat abatement actions can be done 
to support the recovery of O. vagans. 

Habitat Loss, Disturbance and Modification 
 Monitor known populations to identify key threats.  
 Monitor the progress of recovery, including the effectiveness of management actions and 

the need to adapt them if necessary.  
 Identify populations of high conservation priority. 
 Minimise adverse impacts from land use at known sites. 
 Investigate formal conservation arrangements, management agreements and covenants on 

private land, and for crown and private land investigate inclusion in reserve tenure if 
possible. 

Conservation Information 
 Raise awareness of O. vagans within the local community. 
 Maintain liaisons with private landholders and land managers of land on which 

populations occur.  

Enable Recovery of Additional Sites and/or Populations 
 Undertake appropriate seed collection and storage. 
 Investigate options for linking, enhancing or establishing additional populations. 
 Implement national translocation protocols (Vallee et al., 2004) if establishing additional 

populations is considered necessary and feasible 

This list does not necessarily encompass all actions that may be of benefit to O. vagans, but 
highlights those that are considered to be of highest priority at the time of preparing the 
conservation advice.  

Existing Plans/Management Prescriptions that are Relevant to the Species 

 Parks and Reserves of the Tweed Caldera – Plan of Management (NSW NPWS, 2004).  

This prescription was current at the time of publishing; please refer to the relevant agency’s 
website for any updated versions.  
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