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Approved conservation advice  
(s266B of the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999) 

Approved Conservation Advice for 
Eucalyptus robertsonii subsp. hemisphaerica  

This Conservation Advice has been developed based on the best available information at the 
time this conservation advice was approved.  

Description 

Eucalyptus robertsonii subsp. hemisphaerica, Family Myrtaceae, also known as Robertson’s 
Peppermint, forms a tree to 30 m high, with grey to grey-brown, shortly fibrous bark 
persistent on trunk and larger branches or throughout, shedding in long ribbons (Benson & 
McDougall, 1998). Juvenile leaves are opposite, lanceolate (lance-shaped), dull grey-green, 
and adult leaves are alternate, narrow-lanceolate, 7–13 cm long, 0.8–1.5 cm wide, dull grey-
green (Harden, 1991). Flowerheads contain more than 11 flowers and a cylindrical stem 5–
8 mm long. This subspecies is distinguished from Eucalyptus robertsonii subsp. robertsonii 
by the hemispherical calyptra (cap on the tip of the buds), giving buds an overall club shape 
(Harden, 1991). 

Conservation Status 

Eucalyptus robertsonii subsp. hemisphaerica is listed as vulnerable. This species is eligible 
for listing as vulnerable under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 
1999 (Cwlth) (EPBC Act) as, prior to the commencement of the EPBC Act, it was listed as 
vulnerable under Schedule 1 of the Endangered Species Protection Act 1992 (Cwlth). The 
species is also listed as vulnerable under Schedule 2 of the Threatened Species Conservation 
Act 1995 (NSW). 

Distribution and Habitat 

Eucalyptus robertsonii subsp. hemisphaerica occurs east and south-east of Bathurst and 
Orange, NSW (DECC, 2005a). Records of the species made by Lawrie Johnson in 1951 along 
the old railway line near Cudgegong (Robertson, 2000, pers. comm.). This subspecies occurs 
within the Central West and Lachlan (NSW) Natural Resource Management Regions. 

This subspecies is found in closed grassy woodland in locally sheltered sites (Johnson & Hill, 
1990). Associated species include Red Stringybark (Eucalyptus macrorhyncha), Inland 
Scribbly Gum (E. rossii), Broad-leaved Peppermint (E. dives), Brittle Gum (E. mannifera) 
and Mountain Gum (E. dalrympleana) (Benson & McDougall, 1998). It is found on lighter 
soils, often on granite or quartzite, with low to medium nutrients (Benson & McDougall, 
1998). 

The distribution of this subspecies overlaps with the “White Box-Yellow Box-Blakely’s Red 
Gum Grassy Woodland and Derived Native Grassland” EPBC Act-listed threatened 
ecological community. 

Threats 

The main identified threats to E. robertsonii subsp. hemisphaerica are clearing for the pastoral 
industry and localised clearing, logging and erosion(DEC, 2005a).  

The main potential threats to E. robertsonii subsp. hemisphaerica include lack of 
regeneration, inappropriate fire regimes and low genetic diversity due to small, isolated 
populations (DECC, 2005a). 
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Research Priorities 

Research priorities that would inform future regional and local priority actions include: 
 Design and implement a monitoring program. 
 More precisely assess population size, distribution, ecological requirements and the 

relative impacts of threatening processes. 
 Undertake seed germination trials to determine the requirements for successful 

establishment. 
 Opportunistically monitor populations after wildfire to determine fire ecology (DECC, 

2005b).  

Regional and Local Priority Actions  

The following regional and local priority recovery and threat abatement actions can be done 
to support the recovery of Eucalyptus robertsonii subsp. hemisphaerica. 

Habitat Loss, Disturbance and Modification 
 Monitor known populations to identify key threats.  
 Monitor the progress of recovery, including the effectiveness of management actions and 

the need to adapt them if necessary. 
 Undertake survey work in suitable habitat and potential habitat to locate any additional 

populations/occurrences/remnants. 
 Identify populations of high conservation priority. 
 Ensure pastoral activity and related clearing (or other infrastructure or development 

activities involving substrate or vegetation disturbance) in areas where 
E. robertsonii subsp. hemisphaerica occurs does not adversely impact on known 
populations. 

 Control access routes to suitably constrain public access to known sites on public land. 
 Suitably control and manage access on private land. 
 Investigate formal conservation arrangements such as the use of covenants, conservation 

agreements or inclusion in reserve tenure. 

Trampling, Browsing or Grazing 
 Develop and implement a stock management plan for roadside verges and travelling stock 

routes. 
 Manage known sites on private property to ensure appropriate cattle and sheep grazing 

regimes are conducted, i.e. that allow seedling regeneration. 
 Prevent grazing pressure at known sites on leased crown land through exclusion fencing 

or other barriers. 

Fire 
 Develop and implement a suitable fire management strategy for Eucalyptus robertsonii  

subsp. hemisphaerica. 
 Provide maps of known occurrences to local and state rural fire services and seek 

inclusion of mitigative measures in bush fire risk management plans, risk register and/or 
operation maps.  

Conservation Information 
 Raise awareness of E. robertsonii subsp. hemisphaerica within the local community.  
 Develop Environmental Impact Assessment guidance for consent and determining 

authorities with regard to development and other activities. 
 Ensure awareness of species location and identification for all personnel undertaking 

maintenance of road verges, trails, powerlines and water fixtures. 

Eucalyptus robertsonii subsp. hemisphaerica Draft Conservation Advice - Page 2 of 3  



This conservation advice was approved by the Minister / Delegate of the Minister on: 
16/6/2010 

Eucalyptus robertsonii subsp. hemisphaerica Draft Conservation Advice - Page 3 of 3  

This list does not necessarily encompass all actions that may be of benefit to 
E. robertsonii subsp. hemisphaerica, but highlights those that are considered to be of highest 
priority at the time of preparing the conservation advice.  
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