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Approved conservation advice  
(s266B of the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999) 

Approved Conservation Advice for 
Eucalyptus langleyi (Albatross Mallee) 

This Conservation Advice has been developed based on the best available information at the 
time this conservation advice was approved.  

Description 
Eucalyptus langleyi, Family Myrtaceae, also known as Albatross Mallee, is a mallee-forming 
species growing to 6 m high. Its bark is smooth, grey, green or pink and sheds in long ribbons 
(Harden, 1991). The juvenile leaves are broadly oval-shaped and glossy green in colour. The 
large, glossy, green adult leaves are lance-shaped and up to 18 cm long by 4 cm wide. The 
buds are club-shaped and have a hemispherical cap. The flowers grow at the end of a flattened 
stalk. The fruits are hemispherical or urn-shaped, ribbed with enclosed valves (DECC, 2005). 
The related and similar species E. burgessiana does not have flattened stems and its adult 
leaves are only 2.5 cm wide. 

Conservation Status 
Albatross Mallee is listed as vulnerable. This species is eligible for listing as vulnerable 
under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (Cwlth) (EPBC 
Act) as, prior to the commencement of the EPBC Act, it was listed as vulnerable under 
Schedule 1 of the Endangered Species Protection Act 1992 (Cwlth). The species is also listed 
as vulnerable under Schedule 2 of the Threatened Species Conservation Act 1995 (NSW). 

Distribution and Habitat 
Albatross Mallee occurs inland in two stands south-west of Nowra, NSW (CPBR, 2006). 
Some records from the Sassafras area and from Braidwood Road may have been 
misidentifications (NSW NPWS, 2000, pers. comm.). This species occurs within the Southern 
Rivers (NSW) Natural Resource Management Region.  

Albatross Mallee is locally common on shallow, poorly drained sandy soil over sandstone or 
associated with laterite (Hill & Johnson, 1991; Brooker & Kleinig, 2006). It occurs on 
plateaux in highly dissected areas, often in heath patches surrounded by woodland of Red 
Bloodwood (Corymbia gummifera), Yertchuk (Eucalyptus consideniana) and a ‘Scribbly 
Gum’, probably E. racemosa (Hill & Johnson, 1991; Brooker, 2001, pers. comm.). 

The distribution of this species is not known to overlap with any EPBC Act-listed threatened 
ecological communities. 

Threats 
The main identified threat to Albatross Mallee is residential and recreational development 
(Hill & Johnson, 1991), and related infrastructure such as road, trail and pipeline 
construction/maintenance (DECC, 2005). In 2000, three clumps of the trees were destroyed 
by bulldozers and a nearby stand was covered in debris cleared from the path of a gas pipeline 
(Woodford, 2000). 

The main potential threats to Albatross Mallee include habitat loss through clearing, and 
inappropriate fire regimes. The species occurs in small stands on unreserved land, but is 
unlikely to be threatened by agriculture (Hill & Johnson, 1991). 
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Research Priorities 
Research priorities that would inform future regional and local priority actions include: 
• Design and implement a monitoring program. 
• More precisely assess population size, distribution, ecological requirements and the 

relative impacts of threatening processes. 
• Undertake survey work in suitable habitat and potential habitat to locate any additional 

populations/occurrences/remnants.  
• Undertake seed germination trials to determine the requirements for successful 

establishment. 

Regional and Local Priority Actions  
The following regional and local priority recovery and threat abatement actions can be done 
to support the recovery of Albatross Mallee. 

Habitat Loss, Disturbance and Modification 
• Monitor known populations to identify key threats.  
• Monitor the progress of recovery, including the effectiveness of management actions and 

the need to adapt them if necessary. 
• Identify populations of high conservation priority. 
• Ensure road widening and maintenance activities (or other infrastructure or development 

activities involving substrate or vegetation disturbance) in areas where Albatross Mallee 
occurs do not adversely impact on known populations. 

• Investigate formal conservation arrangements such as the use of covenants, conservation 
agreements or inclusion in reserve tenure. 

Fire 
• Develop and implement a suitable fire management strategy for Albatross Mallee. 
• Identify appropriate intensity and interval of fire to promote seed germination and 

vegetation regeneration.  
• Provide maps of known occurrences to local and state rural fire services and seek 

inclusion of mitigative measures in bush fire risk management plans, risk register and/or 
operation maps. 

Conservation Information 
• Raise awareness of the Albatross Mallee within the local community, especially among 

landowners and developers.  
• Mark Albatross Mallee sites and potential habitat onto maps used for planning 

maintenance work, and ensure that planners are aware of the species (DECC, 2005). 
• Erect signs to alert road maintenance workers of the presence of the species (DECC, 

2005). 

Enable Recovery of Additional Sites and/or Populations 
• Undertake appropriate seed collection and storage. 
• Investigate options for linking, enhancing or establishing additional populations. 
• Implement national translocation protocols (Vallee et al., 2004) if establishing additional 

populations is considered necessary and feasible.  
 

This list does not necessarily encompass all actions that may be of benefit to this species, but 
highlights those that are considered to be of highest priority at the time of preparing the 
conservation advice.  

 

 



This conservation advice was approved by the Minister / Delegate of the Minister on 3 July 
2008 

Eucalyptus langleyi Conservation Advice - Page 3 of 3  

Information Sources: 
Brooker, MIH (Centre for Plant Biodiversity Research, Canberra), personal communication, 2001.  

Brooker, MIH & Kleinig, DA 2006, Field Guide to Eucalypts. Volume 1, South-eastern Australia, Bloomings 
Books, Hawthorn, Victoria. 

Centre for Plant Biodiversity Research (CPBR) 2006, EUCLID Eucalypts of Australia, Third Edition, DVD, 
CSIRO Publishing, Collingwood. 

Department of Conservation and Climate Change (DECC) NSW 2005, Threatened Species Information: 
Albatross Mallee – Profile, viewed 5 March 2008, 
<http://www.threatenedspecies.environment.nsw.gov.au/tsprofile/profile.aspx?id=10298>.  

Harden, GJ (Ed) 1991, Flora of New South Wales Volume 2, Royal Botanic Gardens, Sydney, New South Wales 
University Press. 

Hill, KD & Johnson, LAS 1991, Systematic studies in the eucalypts - 3. New taxa in Eucalyptus (Myrtaceae), 
Telopea, vol. 4, no.2, pp. 223-267.  

NSW National Parks and Wildlife Service (NSW NPWS) Southern Zone, Personal communication, 2000. 

Vallee, L, Hogbin, T, Monks, L, Makinson, B, Matthes, M & Rossetto, M 2004, Guidelines for the 
Translocation of Threatened Plants in Australia - Second Edition, Australian Network for Plant Conservation, 
Canberra. 

Woodford, J 2000, “Dear tree price for gas 'screw up'”, Sydney Morning Herald, 14 February 2000.  


