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Advice to the Minister for the Environment 
from the Threatened Species Scientific Committee (the Committee) 

on Amendment to the list of Threatened Species 
under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act) 

1. Reason for Conservation Assessment by the Committee 

This advice follows assessment of new information provided through the Species Information 
Partnership with Tasmania on: 

Argentipallium spiceri (Spicer’s everlasting) 

2. Public Consultation 

Notice of the proposed amendment was made available for public comment for 30 business 
days. No Comments were received. 

3. How judged by the Committee in relation to eligibility for inclusion in the list of 
threatened species 

Argentipallium spiceri has been recognised in the Tasmanian Plant Census as being a hybrid 
(Buchanan 2005) on the basis that it has only appeared sporadically as a single short-lived 
plant and is unable to reproduce in the wild either vegetatively or by seed. This species has 
been found (one plant) in four locations in Tasmania: LeslieVale, Scotts Road, Huonville and 
Longley. There has also been considerable morphological variation between the only four 
collections, 1876–1878, 1892, 1958 and 1997–1998 (Buchanan 1998), suggesting a slightly 
different genetic composition during each hybridisation event (TSS, 2009). While it is likely 
that Argentipallium dealbatum (white everlasting) is one parent, the identity of the other is 
unknown but is possibly Cassinia aculeata (dollybush) or Ozothamnus ferrugineus (tree 
everlastingbush) (TSS, 2009). 

As Argentipallium spiceri is a hybrid, it does not meet the definition of a species under 
section 528 of the EPBC Act. Therefore, the taxon is not eligible for listing under the EPBC 
Act. 

4. Recommendation 

The Committee recommends that the list referred to in section 178 of the EPBC Act be 
amended by deleting from the list in the critically endangered category: 

Argentipallium spiceri 

Threatened Species Scientific Committee 
3 June 2010 
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