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A statement for the purposes of approved conservation advice  
(s266B of the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999) 

Approved Conservation Advice for 
Boronia umbellata (Orara Boronia) 

This Conservation Advice has been developed based on the best available information at the 
time this conservation advice was approved.  

Description 
Boronia umbellata, Family Rutaceae, also known as Orara Boronia, is an erect much-
branched shrub 1–2 m tall with pale to bright pink flowers (Weston, 1990; Duretto, 1999). 
Flowering occurs between June and November (Weston, 1990; Duretto, 1999). The leaves are 
aromatic and divided into paired leaflets with a longer terminal leaflet. The underside of 
leaves, branchlets and new growth is hairy (DECC, 2005a). 

Conservation Status 
Orara Boronia is listed as vulnerable. This species is eligible for listing under the 
Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (Cwlth) (EPBC Act) as, 
prior to the commencement of the Act, it was listed as vulnerable under Schedule 1 of the 
Endangered Species Protection Act 1992 (Cwlth). The species is also listed as vulnerable 
under the Threatened Species Conservation Act 1995 (NSW). 

Distribution and Habitat 
Orara Boronia occurs in north-eastern NSW along the coastal ranges between Athol Glen and 
Coramba, north of Coffs Harbour (Weston, 1990). The species has been recorded from at least 
10 locations (NSW NPWS, 2007), two of which occur in reserves —Madmans Creek Flora 
Reserve and Sherwood Nature Reserve (Briggs & Leigh, 1990). It has also been collected 
from Wedding Bells State Forest (Weston, 1990). Orara Boronia grows as an understorey 
shrub in and around gullies in wet open forest (DECC, 2005a). 

The species is locally common within its restricted distribution, and only occurs in the 
Northern Rivers (NSW) Natural Resource Management Region (DECC, 2005a). 

The distribution of this species is not known to overlap with any EPBC Act-listed threatened 
ecological communities. 

Threats 
The main identified threats to Orara Boronia are habitat disturbance and loss and/or 
fragmentation of habitat, from activities associated with road works and timber harvesting, 
including clearing of vegetation (DECC, 2005a).  

The main potential threat to Orara Boronia is inappropriate fire regimes (DECC, 2005a).  

Research Priorities 
Research priorities that would inform future regional and local priority actions include: 
• An examination of fire ecology and suitable fire regimes, 
• Identification of the plant’s juvenile period and seed longevity,  
• Monitoring of populations to determine the conditions under which seedling recruitment 

occurs (DECC, 2005b), and 
• Determine current population size and age classes at each population (DECC, 2005b). 
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Regional Priority Actions 
The following regional priority recovery and threat abatement actions can be done to support 
the recovery of Orara Boronia. 

Habitat Loss, Disturbance and Modification 
• Identify populations of high conservation priority. 
• Manage threats to areas of vegetation that contain populations/occurrences/remnants of 

Orara Boronia. 
• Ensure road widening and maintenance activities (or other infrastructure or development 

activities as appropriate) in areas where Orara Boronia occurs do not adversely impact 
known populations.  

• Protect area of habitat from clearing, road works and the direct impact of timber 
harvesting (DECC, 2005b) 

• Assess the implementation and effectiveness of forest management prescriptions (DECC, 
2005b) 

• Investigate formal conservation arrangements, such as the use of covenants, conservation 
agreements or inclusion in reserve tenure. 

Fire 
• Develop and implement a suitable fire management strategy for Orara Boronia. 
• Identify appropriate intensity and interval of fire to promote seed germination 
• Provide maps of known occurrences to local and state rural fire services and seek 

inclusion of mitigative measures in bush fire risk management plans, risk register and/or 
operation maps. 

Conservation Information 
• Raise awareness of Orara Boronia within the local community.  

Enable Recovery of Additional Sites and/or Populations  
• Investigate options for linking, enhancing or establishing additional populations. 
• Implement national translocation protocols (Vallee et al., 2004) if establishing additional 

populations is considered necessary and feasible.  
• Undertake appropriate seed collection and storage. 
• Undertake seed germination and propagation trials to determine the requirements for 

successful establishment.  

Local Priority Actions 

The following local priority recovery and threat abatement actions can be done to support the 
recovery of Orara Boronia. 

Habitat Loss, Disturbance and Modification 
• Monitor known populations to identify key threats. 
• Monitor the progress of recovery, including the effectiveness of management actions and 

the need to adapt them if necessary. 
• Control access routes to suitably constrain public access to known sites on public land. 
• Minimise adverse impacts from land use at known sites.  

Fire 
• Implement an appropriate fire management regime for local populations.  

This list does not necessarily encompass all actions that may be of benefit to Orara Boronia, 
but highlights those that are considered to be of highest priority at the time of preparing the 
conservation advice.  
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Existing Plans/Management Prescriptions that are Relevant to the Species 
• NSW Threatened Species Priority Action Statement for Boronia umbellata (DECC, 

2005b), 
• Sherwood Nature Reserve, Plan of Management (NSW NPWS, 2005a), and 
• Sherwood Nature Reserve, Fire Management Strategy (NSW NPWS, 2005b). 
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