
 

This conservation advice was approved by the Minister on: 26 May 2009 

Approved Conservation Advice for 
Eucalyptus recta (a tree) 

(s266B of the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999) 

This Conservation Advice has been developed based on the best available information 
at the time this conservation advice was approved; this includes existing plans, records or 

management prescriptions for this species. 

Description 

Eucalyptus recta, Family Myrtaceae, is a native tree that can grow to 15 m in height, with a 
straight trunk to approximately 5 m (WA Herbarium, 2005).  The species is readily 
distinguished by its smooth, shining pale silver-grey or white bark, its large buds (22-25 mm 
long, 8-9 mm diameter) which are broadly shallowly ribbed, and its large fruits (8-9 mm long, 
10-12 mm diameter) (Johnson and Hill, 1992). 

Conservation Status 

Eucalyptus recta is listed as endangered.  This species is eligible for listing as endangered 
under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act) as, in 
2008, the Minister considered the Threatened Species Scientific Committee’s (TSSC) advice 
under section 189 of the EPBC Act and amended the list under section 184 to include 
Eucalyptus recta.  The TSSC determined that this species met criteria 2 and 3 of their 
eligibility criteria, based on its population size and a restricted geographic distribution which 
is precarious for its survival. 

Eucalyptus recta is also listed as Declared Rare Flora under the Western Australian Wildlife 
Conservation Act 1950, and is managed as vulnerable (according to IUCN criteria) by the 
Western Australian Government. 

Distribution and Habitat 

Eucalyptus recta is endemic to Western Australia, and is known from nine subpopulations in 
the Wongan Hills and Cadoux areas, approximately 250 km north-east of Perth. 

Eight of the nine subpopulations occur in the Cadoux area.  The ninth subpopulation occurs 
approximately 50 km west of the other subpopulations in the Wongan Hills area.  The extent 
of occurrence of the species is calculated to be approximately 360 km2 (CALM, 2005). 

The total population size of the species is approximately 3500 mature plants.  This figure was 
calculated using actual and estimated counts during population monitoring (DEC, 2008).   

The species occurs on gravel rises and gravelly sands on slopes with Eucalyptus gardneri 
(Blue Mallet) and Eucalyptus salmonophloia (Salmon Gum) in the Cadoux area, and with the 
Salmon Gum in the Wongan Hills area (CALM, 2005). 

The species is located within the Avon Natural Resource Managment region.  The distribution 
of this species is not known to overlap with any EPBC Act-listed threatened ecological 
communities. 

Threats 

The main identified threats to the species are stock grazing and trampling, wildfire, chemical 
drift from agricultural properties, competition from weeds, road and firebreak maintenance, 
and grazing by insects.  Past threats to the species include the clearing of land for agriculture, 
and it may have been subject to timber cutting, for fence posts (CALM, 2005). 
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Research Priorities 

Research priorities that would inform future regional and local priority actions include: 
 Design and implement a monitoring program for the species. 
 More precisely assess population size, geographic distribution, ecological requirements, 

and demographic information, including; 
o factors that trigger or influence germination and recruitment; 
o the flowering period and pollinating mechanism for the species; 
o the species’ response to disturbance (e.g. fire); and 
o other relevant mortality and morphological data for the species. 

 Undertake survey work in suitable habitat and potential habitat to locate any additional 
subpopulations of Eucalyptus recta. 

 Undertake seed germination and seedling establishment trials to determine the 
requirement for successful establishment. 

 Assess the impact of the herbivorous insect, and if required, develop and implement a 
management plan for the control of the insect which is grazing on the species at two of its 
subpopulations. 

Regional and Local Priority Actions  

The following regional and local priority recovery and threat abatement actions can be done 
to support the recovery of Eucalyptus recta. 

Habitat Loss, Disturbance and Modification 
 Ensure road widening and maintenance activities, or slashing for fuel reduction, in areas 

where Eucalyptus recta occurs, do not adversely impact on the known subpopulations. 
 Ensure chemicals or other mechanisms used to eradicate weeds do not have a significant 

adverse impact on the species. 
 Where appropriate, establish vegetation buffers and corridors to protect the species. 
 Monitor the progress of recovery, including the effectiveness of management actions and 

the need to adapt them if necessary. 
 Investigate formal conservation arrangements such as the use of covenants, conservation 

agreements or inclusion in reserve tenure. 

Invasive Weeds 
 Identify and remove weeds in the local area, which could become a threat to Eucalyptus 

recta, using appropriate methods.   
 Manage sites to prevent introduction of invasive weeds, which could become a threat to 

Eucalyptus recta, using appropriate methods. 

Trampling, Bowsing or Grazing 
 Prevent grazing at sites where the species is known to occur, through exclusion fencing or 

other barriers. 

Fire 
 Develop and implement a suitable fire management strategy for Eucalyptus recta. 
 Identify an appropriate intensity and interval of fire to promote seed germination. 
 Provide maps of known occurrences of the species to local and state Rural Fire Services, 

and seek inclusion of mitigative measures in bush fire risk management plans, and/or 
operation maps. 
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Conservation Information 
 Raise awareness of Eucalyptus recta within the local community and land managers 

through site visits, signage (eg. Declared Rare Flora markers to help prevent disturbance 
at sites), and fact sheets/information brochures. 

 Develop a community network interested in the protection and management of the nine 
subpopulations. 

 Maintain liaison with private landholders and land managers on which populations occur. 

Enable Recovery of Additional Sites and/or Populations 
 Undertake appropriate seed or germplasm collection and storage. 
 
This list does not necessarily encompass all actions that may be of benefit to Eucalyptus 
recta, but highlights those that are considered to be of highest priority at the time of preparing 
the conservation advice.  

Existing Plans/Management Prescriptions that are Relevant to the Species 

In 2008, there were no management plans in place for Eucalyptus recta. 

Information Sources: 

CALM (2005). Records held in Department of Environment and Conservation (formerly the 
Department of Conservation and Land Management). Declared Flora Database and 
rare flora files. WA Department of Environment and Conservation, Western Australia. 

DEC (2008). Records held in Department of Environment and Conservation. Declared Flora 
Database and rare flora files. WA Department of Environment and Conservation, 
Western Australia. 

Johnson LAS and Hill KD (1992). Systematic studies in the eucalypts. Five new taxa and 
combinations in Eucalyptus (Myrtaceae) in Western Australia. Telopea 4: 604-605. 

Western Australian Herbarium (2005). FloraBase – The Western Australian Flora. 
Department of Conservation and Land Management.  
Available on the Internet at: http://florabase.calm.wa.gov.au/ 
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