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Approved Conservation Advice  
(s266B of the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999) 

Approved Conservation Advice for 
Westringia kydrensis 

This Conservation Advice has been developed based on the best available information at the 
time this conservation advice was approved; this includes existing plans, records or 
management prescriptions for this species. 

Description 
Westringia kydrensis, Family Lamiaceae, also known as Kydra Westringia, is an erect shrub 
that grows up to 40 cm tall. The leaves are in groups of three around the stems, up to 8 mm 
long by 3.5 mm wide and are hairy when young. Flowers occur from August to November 
and are like mint-bush flowers, 6-8 mm long, white with a few reddish dots at the base of the 
lobes (Conn, 1992; DECC, 2008a). 

Conservation Status 
Westringia kydrensis is listed as endangered. This species is eligible for listing as endangered 
under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (Cwlth) (EPBC 
Act) as, prior to the commencement of the EPBC Act, it was listed under Schedule 1 of the 
Endangered Species Protection Act 1992 (Cwlth). The species is also listed as endangered 
under the Threatened Species Conservation Act 1995 (NSW). 

Distribution and Habitat 
Westringia kydrensis is endemic to NSW and is found at Kydra Reefs, south-east of Cooma, 
and in Coolumbooka Nature Reserve (NPWS, 2006). This species has also been recorded in 
the Queanbeyan area and near Tuross Falls. Little is known about population sizes and it is 
considered a rare plant (Conn, 1992; QCC, 2006; DECC, 2008a). This species occurs within 
the Murrumbidgee and Southern Rivers (NSW) Natural Resource Management Regions. 

Westringia kydrensis is known from heath communities on rocky areas with shallow rocky 
granite or quartzite soils. Associated species include Allocasuarina nana and Banksia canei.  

This species is not thought to occur in any EPBC Act-listed threatened ecological community. 

Threats 
The main identified threats to Westringia kydrensis are loss of habitat due to broad scale 
vegetation clearing; changed hydrology; grazing pressure; increased fragmentation; and loss 
of remnants (ANRA, 2007). 

The main potential threats to Westringia kydrensis are browsing by goats (Capra hircus) and 
inappropriate fire regimes (DECC, 2008a). Phytophthora cinnamomi occurs in the same area 
as W. kydrensis, and this species may be susceptible to associated dieback (DECC, 2008c). 

Research Priorities 

Research priorities that would inform future regional and local priority actions include: 
• Ascertain size of known populations and survey other suitable habitat and potential habitat 

to locate any additional occurrences (DECC, 2008b). 
• Design and implement a monitoring program or, if appropriate, support and enhance 

existing programs. 
• Assess ecological requirements, fire ecology, and the relative impacts of threatening 

processes. 
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• Undertake seed germination and/or vegetative propagation trials to determine the 
requirements for successful establishment. 

• Collect seed for NSW Seedbank – develop collection programme in collaboration with 
Botanic Gardens Trust (all known provenances) (DECC, 2008b). 

Regional Priority Actions 
The following regional priority recovery and threat abatement actions can be done to support 
the recovery of Westringia kydrensis. 

Habitat Loss, Disturbance and Modification 
• Monitor known populations to identify key threats. 
• Monitor the progress of recovery, including the effectiveness of management actions and 

the need to adapt them if necessary. 
• Identify populations of high conservation priority. 
• Ensure other infrastructure or development activities involving substrate or vegetation 

disturbance in areas where W. kydrensis occurs do not adversely impact on known 
populations. 

• Manage any changes to hydrology that may result in changes to the water table levels 
and/or increased run-off. 

• Investigate further formal conservation arrangements, management agreements and 
covenants on private land, and for crown land and private land investigate inclusion in 
reserve tenure if possible. 

Trampling, Browsing or Grazing 
• Implement the Threat Abatement Plan for the control and eradication of feral goats in the 

region. 

Fire 
• Develop and implement a suitable fire management strategy for Westringia kydrensis. 
• Provide maps of known occurrences to land managers and local and state Rural Fire 

Services and seek inclusion of mitigative measures in bush fire risk management plans, 
risk register and/or operation maps. 

Diseases, Fungi and Parasites 
• Implement suitable hygiene protocols to protect known sites from further outbreaks of 

dieback caused by Phytophthora cinnamomi (DECC, 2008c). 

Conservation Information 
• Raise awareness of W. kydrensis within the local community. 

Enable Recovery of Additional Sites and/or Populations 
• Undertake appropriate seed collection and storage. 
• Investigate options for linking, enhancing or establishing additional populations. 
• Implement appropriate national translocation protocols (Vallee et al., 2004) if establishing 

additional populations is considered necessary and feasible. 

Local Priority Actions 
The following local priority recovery and threat abatement actions can be done to support the 
recovery of W. kydrensis. 

Habitat Loss, Disturbance and Modification 
• Control access routes to suitably constrain public access to known sites on public land. 
• Suitably control and manage access on private land. 
• Minimise adverse impacts from land use at known sites. 

Westringia kydrensis Conservation Advice - Page 2 of 3  



This Conservation Advice was approved by the Minister / Delegate of the Minister on: 
1/10/2008 

Trampling, Browsing or Grazing 
• Manage known sites to ensure appropriate cattle and sheep grazing regimes occur. 
• Prevent grazing pressure at known sites through exclusion fencing or other barriers. 

Fire 
• Follow guidelines of the Cooma–Monaro Shire Bush Fire Risk Management Plan (CMS, 

2002). 

This list does not necessarily encompass all actions that may be of benefit to W. kydrensis, but 
highlights those that are considered to be of highest priority at the time of preparing the 
conservation advice.  

Existing Plans/Management Prescriptions that are Relevant to the Species 

• Threat abatement plan for Dieback caused by the Root-rot Fungus 
Phytophthora cinnamomi (EA, 2001), 

• Coolumbooka Nature Reserve Draft Plan Of Management (NSW NPWS, 2006),  
• Cooma-Monaro Shire Bush Fire Risk Management Plan (CMS, 2002), and 
• Threat Abatement Plan for Competition and Land Degradation by Feral Goats (DEWHA, 

1999). 

These were the most current prescriptions at the time of publishing; please refer to the 
relevant agency’s website for any updated versions.  

Information Sources: 
Australian Natural Resources Atlas (ANRA) 2007, Biodiversity Assessment - South Eastern Highlands, viewed 8 
May 2008, <http://www.anra.gov.au/topics/vegetation/assessment/nsw/ibra-seh-species-threats.html>. 

Conn, BJ 1992, ‘Lamiaceae’, in: Harden, GJ (Ed.) Flora of New South Wales, vol. 3, University of NSW Press, 
Kensington, NSW. 

Cooma-Monaro Shire Bush Fire Management Committee (CMS) 2002, Bush Fire Risk Management Plan, 
viewed 8 May 2008, <http://www.cooma.nsw.gov.au/PDF/coomariskplan.pdf>. 

Department of Environment and Climate Change New South Wales (DECC) 2008a, Kydra Westringia – 
threatened species listing, viewed 8 May 2008, <http://threatenedspecies.environment.nsw.gov.au/ 
tsprofile/profile.aspx?id=10836>. 

Department of Environment and Climate Change New South Wales (DECC) 2008b, Kydra Westringia – priority 
actions, viewed 8 May 2008, <http://threatenedspecies.environment.nsw.gov.au/ 
tsprofile/pas_profile.aspx?id=10836>. 

Department of Environment and Climate Change New South Wales (DECC) 2008c, Infection of native plants by 
Phytophthora cinnamomi - key threatening process listing, viewed 8 May 2008, 
<http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/determinations/PhytophthoraKTPListing.htm>. 

Department of the Environment, Water, Heritage and the Arts (DEWHA) 1999, Threat Abatement Plan for 
Competition and Land Degradation by Feral Goats, viewed 8 May 2008, 
<http://www.environment.gov.au/biodiversity/threatened/publications/tap/goats/index.html>. 

Environment Australia (EA) 2001, Threat abatement plan for Dieback caused by the Root-rot Fungus 
Phytophthora cinnamomi, viewed 8 May 2008, 
<http://www.environment.gov.au/biodiversity/threatened/publications/tap/phytophthora/pubs/phytophthora.pdf>. 

NSW National Parks and Wildlife Service (NPWS) 2006, Coolumbooka Nature Reserve Draft Plan Of 
Management, viewed 8 May 2008, 
<http://www2.nationalparks.nsw.gov.au/PDFs/Coolumbooka_mgtmplan_draft.pdf>. 

Queanbeyan City Council (QCC) 2006, State of the Environment Report 2005/2006, viewed 8 May 2008, 
<http://www.qcc.nsw.gov.au/Documents/PYSEXAWQKKG.pdf>. 
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Translocation of Threatened Plants in Australia (2nd ed.), Australian Network for Plant Conservation, Canberra. 
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