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Approved Conservation Advice  
(s266B of the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999) 

Approved Conservation Advice for 
Syzygium velarum 

This Conservation Advice has been developed based on the best available information at the 
time this Conservation Advice was approved; this includes existing plans, records or 
management prescriptions for this species.  

Description 

Syzygium velarum, Family Myrtaceae, is a tree growing to 25 m tall and 90 cm diameter at 
breast height. The base of the tree is usually buttressed, with pink, red or brown outer blaze 
and papery bark. Oil glands are large and conspicuous on the mature leaves, petals, fruit and 
seedling leaves. Leaves are 7.5–9 cm long, 2–4 cm wide, oval shaped, with 15–21 pairs of 
primary veins, midrib slightly grooved or flush with the upper surface and with leaf stalks 
(petioles) 1.2–2.5 cm long. Flowers are cream coloured, occur at the ends of the branches and 
are 5–6 mm long, including the flower stalk. Sepals form a tube with rounded lobes. Petals 
are usually circular, end sharply at the base with five main veins, and there are numerous 
stamens. Fruit are oval shaped, 2.4–4 cm long, 2–3 cm wide, mainly pink and turn red and 
succulent when ripe, and contain a single seed. Flowers occur in December and fruit ripen in 
February and March. Seedling germination takes 23–30 days (Hyland, 1983; BRI collection 
records, n.d.). Synonyms of this species include S. velorum and S. velae (CHAH, 2005). 

Conservation Status 

Syzygium velarum is listed as vulnerable. This species is eligible for listing as vulnerable 
under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (Cwlth) (EPBC 
Act) as, prior to the commencement of the EPBC Act, it was listed as vulnerable under 
Schedule 1 of the Endangered Species Protection Act 1992 (Cwlth). Syzygium velarum is also 
listed as vulnerable under the Nature Conservation (Wildlife) Regulation 2006 (Queensland).  

Distribution and Habitat 

Syzygium velarum is known from a small area (about 25 km by 10 km) between Bamaga and 
Cape York, including Injinoo custodial land in Queensland. This species occurs in drier, more 
seasonal rainforest, monsoon forest and semi deciduous notophyll vine forest at sea level to 
60 m in altitude. It grows on red brown loam with abundant surface rock (ferruginous laterite) 
with Myristica insipida, Litsea macrophylla and Alstonia scholaris abundant in the canopy 
with conspicuous Aglaia spectabilis, Antiaris toxicaria var. macrophylla and Endospermum 
sp. (Hyland, 1983; Hyland et al., 2003; BRI collection records, n.d.). Although locally 
abundant it must be regarded as one of the rarer Australian species of Syzygium. All of its 
currently known sites are on Injinoo custodial land. Given its location it may also occur in 
New Guinea, particularly the Fly River area, though there are no herbarium records of its 
collection there (Landsberg & Clarkson, 2004). This species occurs within the Cape York 
(Queensland) Natural Resource Management Region. 

The distribution of this species is not known to overlap with any EPBC Act-listed threatened 
ecological community.  

Threats 

The main identified threats to Syzygium velarum are human-induced habitat changes, such as 
clearing, grazing, weed invasion and changed fire regimes (Landsberg & Clarkson, 2004).  
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Research Priorities 

Research priorities that would inform future regional and local priority actions include: 
 Design and implement a monitoring program or, if appropriate, support and enhance 

existing programs. 
 More precisely assess population size, distribution, ecological requirements and the 

relative impacts of threatening processes. 
 Undertake survey work in suitable habitat and potential habitat to locate any additional 

populations/occurrences/remnants.  
 Undertake seed germination and/or vegetative propagation trials to determine the 

requirements for successful establishment.  

Regional and Local Priority Actions  

The following regional and local priority recovery and threat abatement actions can be done 
to support the recovery of S. velarum. 

Habitat Loss, Disturbance and Modification 
 Monitor known populations to identify key threats.  
 Monitor the progress of recovery, including the effectiveness of management actions and 

the need to adapt them if necessary.  
 Identify populations of high conservation priority. 
 Ensure development activities involving substrate or vegetation disturbance in areas 

where S. velarum occurs do not adversely impact on known populations. 
 Control access routes to suitably constrain public access to known sites on public land. 
 Suitably control and manage access on private land. 
 Minimise adverse impacts from land use at known sites. 
 Investigate formal conservation arrangements, management agreements and covenants on 

private land, and for crown and private land investigate inclusion in reserve tenure if 
possible. 

Invasive Weeds 
 Identify and remove weeds in the local area, which could become a threat to S. velarum, 

using appropriate methods.   
 Manage sites to prevent introduction of invasive weeds, which could become a threat to 

the species, using appropriate methods. 
 Ensure chemicals or other mechanisms used to eradicate weeds do not have a significant 

adverse impact on S. velarum.  

Fire 
 Develop and implement a suitable fire management strategy for S. velarum.  
 Provide maps of known occurrences to local and state Rural Fire Services and seek 

inclusion of mitigative measures in bush fire risk management plans, risk register and/or 
operation maps. 

Trampling, Browsing or Grazing 
 Ensure that livestock grazing, if it occurs in the area, uses an appropriate management 

regime and density that does not detrimentally affect this species  
 Where appropriate manage total grazing pressure at important/significant sites through 

exclusion fencing or other barriers.  

Conservation Information 
 Raise awareness of S. velarum within the local community, particularly local landholders, 

land managers and Indigenous community. 
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 Maintain liaisons with private landholders and land managers of land on which 
populations occur. 

Enable Recovery of Additional Sites and/or Populations 
 Undertake appropriate seed collection and storage. 
 Investigate options for linking, enhancing or establishing additional populations. 
 Implement national translocation protocols (Vallee et al., 2004) if establishing additional 

populations is considered necessary and feasible.  
 
This list does not necessarily encompass all actions that may be of benefit to S. velarum, but 
highlights those that are considered to be of highest priority at the time of preparing the 
conservation advice.  

Existing Plans/Management Prescriptions that are Relevant to the Species 

 Cape York Back on Track Biodiversity Action Plan (Queensland EPA, 2008), and 
 Management Program for Protected Plants in Queensland 2006–2010 (EPA, 2006). 

This prescription was current at the time of publishing; please refer to the relevant agency’s 
website for any updated versions.  
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