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Approved Conservation Advice  
(s266B of the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999) 

Approved Conservation Advice for 
Acacia pygmaea (Dwarf Rock Wattle) 

This Conservation Advice has been developed based on the best available information at the 
time this Conservation Advice was approved; this includes existing plans, records or 
management prescriptions for this species.  

Description 
Acacia pygmaea, Family Mimosaceae, also known as Dwarf Rock Wattle, is an erect single 
stemmed shrub (Maslin, 1995; Paczkowska & Chapman, 2000), 30–70 cm high with globular 
flower heads that are cream/white, ageing to orange. The green, leaf-like phyllodes are 
crowded, erect, 20–30 mm long and 9–13 mm wide, and are 1-nerved or imperfectly 2-nerved 
(Orchard & Wilson, 2001). The species flowers from November to March (Brown et al., 
1998; Maslin, 2001; Orchard & Wilson, 2001) and the flowers are probably pollinated by 
insects. The species produces relatively few fruits and each pod contains 2–3 seeds (Holland 
et al., 1997; Brown et al., 1998). Most acacias fruit and shed their seed a short time after 
flowering, but the pods of this species take a year to mature. Flower buds and unopened pods 
may be found on the plant simultaneously (Holland et al., 1997). Seed has been collected in 
late October (Maslin, 1995).  

Conservation Status 
Dwarf Rock Wattle is listed as endangered. This species is eligible for listing as endangered 
under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (Cwlth) (EPBC 
Act) as, prior to the commencement of the EPBC Act, it was listed as endangered under 
Schedule 1 of the Endangered Species Protection Act 1992 (Cwlth). The species is also listed 
as declared rare under the Wildlife Conservation Act 1950 (Western Australia). 

Distribution and Habitat 
Dwarf Rock Wattle is endemic to Western Australia and is known only from the Wongan 
Hills area, 200 km north-east of Perth (Maslin, 1995; Holland et al., 1997; Brown et al., 
1998). It is found on three adjacent ridges (Maslin, 2001; Orchard & Wilson, 2001) around 
Mt Matilda and Mt O’Brien, representing a geographic range of 8 km (Holland et al., 1997; 
Brown et al., 1998). This species occurs within the Avon (Western Australia) Natural 
Resource Management Region. 

Only five populations are known, despite numerous searches and an abundance of seemingly 
suitable habitat. It occurs in Mt Matilda Nature Reserve (NR), Rogers NR and on private 
property at Mt Matilda and Mt O’Brien (Holland et al., 1997; Brown et al., 1998). In 1997, 
the total known population was 129 plants (Holland et al., 1997). All known populations were 
considered to be in good condition at the time of survey (Holland et al., 1997). 

This species is confined to ridges of lateritic breakaways (Brown et al., 1998) but does not 
extend down laterite scree slopes (Maslin, 1995). Individuals grow in rock crevices (Brown et 
al., 1998), with their roots presumably reaching the underlying clay (Holland et al., 1997). It 
grows in open E. ebbanoensis mallee over open heath consisting of Allocasuarina campestris, 
Banksia comosa, B. hewardiana, B. bella, and Persoonia divergens (Maslin, 1995; Holland et 
al., 1997). 

The distribution of this species is not known to overlap with any EPBC Act-listed threatened 
ecological communities. 
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Threats 
The main potential threats to Dwarf Rock Wattle include inappropriate fire regimes (high fire 
frequency or lack of fire); weed invasion; grazing by feral animals (ANRA, 2007); and, 
extinction from stochastic events due to the localised nature of the populations (Holland et al., 
1997). High fire frequency may deplete the seed bank and facilitate weed invasion. In 
contrast, lack of fire inhibits germination (Brown et al., 1998; Holland et al., 1997). 

Research Priorities 
Research priorities that would inform future regional and local priority actions include: 
• Design and implement a monitoring program or, if appropriate, support and enhance 

existing programs. 
• Re-assess population size, and more precisely assess distribution, fire ecology, ecological 

requirements and the relative impacts of threatening processes (Holland et al., 1997). 
• Undertake seed germination and/or vegetative propagation trials to determine the 

requirements for successful establishment. 
• Investigate the size and viability of the soil seed bank (including the impact of 

invertebrates on seed development and seed removal), longevity of plants, time taken to 
reach maturity and factors determining level of flower and fruit abortion (Holland et al., 
1997). 

• Investigate the response of habitat and Dwarf Rock Wattle to herbicide treatments 
(Holland et al., 1997).  

• Determine the extent of genetic variation within and between populations. This is essential 
if new populations are to be established (Holland et al., 1997).  

Regional and Local Priority Actions  
The following priority recovery and threat abatement actions can be done to support the 
recovery of Dwarf Rock Wattle. 

Habitat Loss, Disturbance and Modification 
• Monitor known populations to identify key threats.  
• Monitor the progress of recovery, including the effectiveness of management actions and 

the need to adapt them if necessary.  
• Identify populations of high conservation priority. 
• Control access routes to suitably constrain public access to known sites on public land. 
• Suitably control and manage access on private land. 
• Minimise adverse impacts from land use at known sites. 
• Protect further populations of the listed species through the development of conservation 

agreements and/or covenants. 

Fire 
• Develop and implement a suitable fire management strategy for Dwarf Rock Wattle.  
• Provide maps of known occurrences to land managers and local and state rural fire 

services and seek inclusion of mitigative measures in bush fire risk management plans, 
risk register and/or operation maps.  

Trampling, Browsing or Grazing 
• Manage known sites on private property to ensure appropriate cattle and sheep grazing 

regimes are conducted. 
• Manage grazing pressure from feral animals through control of feral animals or exclusion 

fencing (as appropriate). 
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Invasive Weeds 
• Identify and remove weeds in the local area, which could become a threat to Dwarf Rock 

Wattle, using appropriate methods. 
• Manage sites to prevent introduction of invasive weeds, which could become a threat to 

the species, using appropriate methods.   
• Ensure chemicals or other mechanisms used to eradicate weeds do not have a significant 

adverse impact on Dwarf Rock Wattle. 

Conservation Information 
• Raise awareness of Dwarf Rock Wattle within the local community. 
• Ensure relevant land managers and CALM personnel are aware of the presence of Dwarf 

Rock Wattle, and the need to protect it.  

Enable Recovery of Additional Sites and/or Populations 
• Undertake appropriate seed collection and storage to preserve the genetic diversity of the 

species (Holland et al., 1997). 
• Investigate options for linking, enhancing or establishing additional populations. 
• Implement national translocation protocols (Vallee et al., 2004) if establishing additional 

populations is considered necessary and feasible.  

This list does not necessarily encompass all actions that may be of benefit to Dwarf Rock 
Wattle, but highlights those that are considered to be of highest priority at the time of 
preparing the conservation advice.  

Existing Plans/Management Prescriptions that are Relevant to the Species 

• Dwarf Rock Wattle (Acacia pygmaea) Interim Recovery Plan (Holland et al., 1997).  

This prescription was current at the time of publishing; please refer to the relevant agency’s 
website for any updated versions.  
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