
This Conservation Advice was approved by the Minister / Delegate of the Minister on: 
16/12/2008 

Approved Conservation Advice  
(s266B of the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999) 

Approved Conservation Advice for 
Eucalyptus articulata (Ponton Creek Mallee) 

This Conservation Advice has been developed based on the best available information at the 
time this Conservation Advice was approved; this includes existing plans, records or 
management prescriptions for this species.  

Description 

Eucalyptus articulata, Family Myrtaceae, also known as Ponton Creek Mallee, is a low, 
straggly mallee that reaches up to 3 m high. This species has smooth, coppery stems and non-
glaucous branchlets. Seedling leaves are a dull, blue-green and reach 8 cm in length and 4 cm 
wide. These leaves are ovate and remain opposite for four to five pairs. More mature leaves 
are arranged alternatively along the stem and are broadly lanceolate, green and slightly glossy. 
Adult leaves are glossy green, with numerous large oil glands and grow to 11 cm long and 
1.5 cm wide. Inflorescences are held in the leaf axils or are clustered at the leafless ends of 
branchlets. Inflorescences have seven flowers on moderately stout, flattened stalks up to      
1.5 cm long. Buds are red, club-shaped with bluntly conical caps. Fruits are 9 mm long and    
7 mm wide, with 3–5 caps. Flowering is believed to occur in July to August (Brooker & 
Hopper, 1990; Brown et al., 1998; DEC, 2008). 

Conservation Status 

Ponton Creek Mallee is listed as vulnerable. This species is eligible for listing as vulnerable 
under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (Cwlth) (EPBC 
Act) as, prior to the commencement of the EPBC Act, it was listed as vulnerable under 
Schedule 1 of the Endangered Species Protection Act 1992 (Cwlth). The species is also listed 
as declared rare flora under the Wildlife Conservation Act 1950 (Western Australia). 

Distribution and Habitat 

Ponton Creek Mallee is endemic to Western Australia and is known from three populations 
that extend over 1.5–2 km in the Mulga area, Great Victorian Desert. All populations occur on 
unallocated Crown land and this species has a total population of approximately 120 plants. 
Insufficient data are available to determine the area of occupancy. This species was healthy 
when surveyed in 2001; however, it is only known from three populations over a limited area 
(DEC, 2008). 

Ponton Creek Mallee is found growing on red sand dunes, sandy loam and arkose rubble 
(Brown et al., 1998; DEC, 2008). This species occurs within the Rangelands (Western 
Australia) Natural Resource Management Regions. 

The distribution of this species is not known to overlap with any EPBC Act-listed threatened 
ecological community. 

Threats 

The main potential threat to Ponton Creek Mallee is inappropriate fire regimes. It is not 
known if the species is fire tolerant, or if it requires fire for regeneration. 
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Research Priorities 

Research priorities that would inform future regional and local priority actions include: 
 Design and implement a monitoring program or, if appropriate, support and enhance 

existing programs. 
 More precisely assess population size, distribution, ecological requirements and the 

relative impacts of threatening processes. 
 Undertake survey work in suitable habitat and potential habitat to locate any additional 

populations/occurrences/remnants. 
 Identify appropriate intensity and interval of fire to promote seed germination, seedling 

survival and/or vegetation regeneration. 
 Undertake seed germination trials to determine the requirements for successful 

establishment. 

Regional and Local Priority Actions  

The following regional and local priority recovery and threat abatement actions can be done 
to support the recovery of Ponton Creek Mallee. 

Habitat Loss, Disturbance and Modification 
 Monitor known populations to identify key threats. 
 Monitor the progress of recovery, including the effectiveness of management actions and 

the need to adapt them if necessary. 
 Identify populations of highest conservation priority. 
 Investigate inclusion of populations in reserve tenure if possible. 

Fire 
 Develop and implement a suitable fire management strategy for Ponton Creek Mallee. 
 Provide maps of known occurrences to local and state Rural Fire Services and seek 

inclusion of mitigative measures in bush fire risk management plans, risk register and/or 
operation maps. 

Conservation Information 
 Maintain liaison with managers of land on which populations occur. 

Enable Recovery of Additional Sites and/or Populations 
 Undertake appropriate seed collection and storage. 
 Investigate options for linking, enhancing or establishing additional populations. 
 Implement national translocation protocols (Vallee et al., 2004) if establishing additional 

populations is considered necessary and feasible. 
 

This list does not necessarily encompass all actions that may be of benefit to Ponton Creek 
Mallee, but highlights those that are considered to be of highest priority at the time of 
preparing the conservation advice.  
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