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A statement for the purposes of approved conservation advice  
(s266B of the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999) 

Approved Conservation Advice for 
Caladenia harringtoniae (Harrington’s Spider-orchid) 

This Conservation Advice has been developed based on the best available information at the 
time this conservation advice was approved.  

Description 
Caladenia harringtoniae, Family Orchidaceae, commonly known as Harrington’s Spider-
orchid or Pink Spider-orchid, grows up to 40 cm tall, with leaves 15–25 cm long. Each plant 
has one to three flowers that are 7–10 cm long and 5–7 cm across. The flowers have relatively 
narrow, short, stiffly held petals and sepals, which are predominately pink with white edges. 
The labellum (lip) is also pink and white, with a short fringe and deep pink calli (glands). This 
species has smaller, paler pink flowers, narrower tapering petals and sepals and a smaller 
labellum with a shorter fringe than Majestic Spider-orchid (Caladenia winfieldii). It differs 
from Christine’s Spider-orchid (Caladenia christineae) in having pink, sweetly-scented 
flowers. Flowering occurs from October to November, with summer fires stimulating 
flowering (Brown et al., 1998). 

Conservation Status 
Harrington’s Spider-orchid is listed as vulnerable. This species is eligible for listing as 
vulnerable under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (Cwlth) 
(EPBC Act) as, prior to the commencement of the EPBC Act, it was listed as vulnerable 
under Schedule 1 of the Endangered Species Protection Act 1992 (Cwlth). Harrington’s 
Spider-orchid is also listed as Declared Rare Flora under Wildlife Conservation Act 1950 
(Western Australia). 

Distribution and Habitat 
Harrington’s Spider-orchid has a restricted distribution, and is known from 37 populations 
between Nannup and Albany in Western Australia. It usually inhabits Paperbark 
(Melaleuca sp.) and Flooded gum (Eucalyptus rudis) swamps and flats, which are inundated 
for several months of the year, but may also be found along creeklines in Jarrah 
(E. marginate) and Karri (E. diversicolor) forest (Hoffman & Brown, 1992). The species 
occurs within the South West and South Coast (Western Australia) Natural Resource 
Management Regions. 

The distribution of this species is not known to overlap with any EPBC Act-listed threatened 
ecological communities. 

Threats 
The main identified threat to Harrington’s Spider-orchid is fire during the active growth 
period (May–November). Other identified threats include grazing by feral pigs (Sus scrofa) 
and road maintenance activities, which disturb plants and habitat (Brown et al., 1998). 

Research Priorities 
Research priorities that would inform future regional and local priority actions include: 
• Investigate the susceptibility of Harrington’s Spider-orchid and its habitat to dieback 

caused by Phytophthora cinnamomi. 
• Investigate the response of Harrington’s Spider-orchid to soil disturbance and weed 

invasion. 
• Investigate the pollination biology of the species, and the requirements of pollinators. 
 

Caladenia harringtoniae Conservation Advice - Page 1 of 3 



This conservation advice was approved by the Minister/Delegate of the Minister on: 26/3/2008 

Regional Priority Actions 
The following regional priority recovery and threat abatement actions can be done to support 
the recovery of Harrington’s Spider-orchid. 

Habitat Loss, Disturbance and Modification 
• Identify populations of high conservation priority. 
• Manage threats to areas of vegetation that contain populations of Harrington’s Spider-

orchid. 
• Ensure road widening and maintenance activities (or other infrastructure or development 

activities as appropriate) in areas where the species occurs do not adversely impact on 
known populations. 

• Investigate formal conservation arrangements such as the use of covenants, conservation 
agreements or inclusion in reserve tenure. 

Animal Predation 
• Develop a management plan for the control and eradication of feral pigs in the region. 

Fire 
• Develop and implement a suitable fire management strategy for Harrington’s Spider-

orchid. 
• Provide maps of known occurrences to local and state Rural Fire Services and seek 

inclusion of mitigative measures in bush fire risk management plans, risk register and/or 
operation maps. 

Conservation Information 
• Raise awareness of Harrington’s Spider-orchid within the local community. 

Enable Recovery of Additional Sites and/or Populations 
• Investigate options for linking, enhancing or establishing additional populations. 
• Implement appropriate national translocation protocols (Vallee et al., 2004) if establishing 

additional populations is considered necessary and feasible. 
• Undertake appropriate seed collection and storage. 

Local Priority Actions 
The following local priority recovery and threat abatement actions can be done to support the 
recovery of Harrington’s Spider-orchid. 

Habitat Loss, Disturbance and Modification 
• Monitor known populations to identify key threats. 
• Monitor the progress of recovery, including the effectiveness of management actions and 

the need to adapt them if necessary. 
• Control access routes to suitably constrain public access to known sites on public land. 
• Suitably control and manage access on private land. 
• Undertake survey work in suitable habitat and potential habitat to locate any additional 

populations/occurrences/remnants. 
• Minimise adverse impacts from land use at known sites. 

Animal Predation or Competition 
• Manage threats at known sites in reserve areas to control feral pigs. 
• Establish baiting programs to control population numbers of feral pigs. 

Fire 
• Implement an appropriate fire management regime for local populations. 
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This list does not necessarily encompass all actions that may be of benefit to Harrington’s 
Spider-orchid, but highlights those that are considered to be of highest priority at the time of 
preparing the conservation advice.  

Existing Plans/Management Prescriptions that are Relevant to the Species 

• Threat Abatement Plan for Predation, Habitat Degradation, Competition and Disease 
Transmission by Feral Pigs (DEH, 2005), 

• Western Australia Wildlife Program No. 20: Declared Rare and Poorly Known Flora in 
the Albany District (Robinson & Coates, 1995), 

• Western Australia Wildlife Program No. 33: Declared Rare and Poorly Known Flora in 
the Central Forest Region (Williams et al., 2001), and 

• Western Australia Wildlife Program No. 40: Declared Rare and Poorly Known Flora in 
the Warren Region (Hearn et al., 2006). 
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