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A statement for the purposes of approved conservation advice 
(s266B of the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999) 

Approved Conservation Advice for 
Cycas cairnsiana 

This Conservation Advice has been developed based on the best available information at the 
time this conservation advice was approved.  

Description 
Cycas cairnsiana, Family Cycadaceae, is distinguished from other Australian cycad species 
by the dense, but very loose, orange hairs on new growth, the glabrous (hairless) and strongly 
waxed pale blue mature fronds and seeds, and the very narrow pinnae. Mature seeds have 
been recorded in January, February and April. 

Conservation Status 
Cycas cairnsiana is listed as vulnerable. This species is eligible for listing as vulnerable 
under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (Cwlth) (EPBC 
Act) as, prior to the commencement of the EPBC Act, it was listed as vulnerable under 
Schedule 1 of the Endangered Species Protection Act 1992 (Cwlth). Cycas cairnsiana is also 
listed as vulnerable under the Nature Conservation Act 1992 (Queensland) and the Nature 
Conservation (Wildlife) Regulation 2006 (Queensland). 

Distribution and Habitat 
Cycas cairnsiana is known from three general locations in north-east Queensland. The 
locations are near Mount Surprise; in the upper reaches of the Roberston, Etheridge and 
Einasleigh River catchments, west of Einasleigh; and near Kidston, south of Einasleigh (BRI, 
undated). It occurs within the Northern Gulf (Queensland) Natural Resource Management 
Region. 

Cycas cairnsiana grows on shallow to skeletal gritty soils over siliceous granites (Hill, 1992; 
1996; 1998) among large boulders of pegmatite or granite. It occurs in exposed situations 
among grass and sparse low shrubs, in low open eucalypt woodlands (BRI, undated; Jones, 
1993; Hill, 1998). 

The distribution of this species is not known to overlap with any EPBC Act-listed threatened 
ecological communities. 

Threats 

The main identified threat to Cycas cairnsiana is the illegal removal of plants and seeds from 
the wild for collections (Hyslop & Haskard, 2005).  

The main potential threat is that known populations are not in conservation areas and the 
southern-most population is within a mining exploration area, which may be disturbed if 
mining options are pursued in the future (Forster 2001, pers. comm.). 

Research Priorities 
Research priorities that would inform future regional and local priority actions include: 
• Design and implement a monitoring program. 
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Regional and Local Priority Actions 
The following regional and local priority recovery and threat abatement actions can be done 
to support the recovery of Cycas cairnsiana. 

Habitat Loss, Disturbance and Modification 
• Monitor known populations to identify key threats. 
• Monitor the progress of recovery, including the effectiveness of management actions and 

the need to adapt them if necessary. 
• Identify populations of high conservation priority. 
• Manage threats to areas of vegetation that contain populations/occurrences/remnants of 

Cycas cairnsiana. 
• Suitably control access to known sites to prevent illegal removal of plants and seeds. 
• Undertake survey work in suitable habitat and potential habitat to locate any additional 

populations/occurrences/remnants.  
• Minimise adverse impacts from land use at known sites. 
• Investigate formal conservation arrangements such as the use of covenants, conservation 

agreements or inclusion in reserve tenure. 

Conservation Information 
• Raise awareness of C. cairnsiana within the local community, including land owners and 

managers, the nursery industry and mining companies. 

Enable Recovery of Additional Sites and/or Populations 
• Investigate options for linking, enhancing or establishing additional populations. 
• Undertake appropriate seed collection and storage for future planting. 
• If not already known, undertake seed germination and/or vegetative propagation trials to 

determine the requirements for successful establishment.   
 

This list does not necessarily encompass all actions that may be of benefit to C. cairnsiana, 
but highlights those that are considered to be of highest priority at the time of preparing the 
conservation advice. 
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