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Approved Conservation Advice  
(s266B of the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999) 

Approved Conservation Advice for 
Persicaria elatior (Knotweed) 

This Conservation Advice has been developed based on the best available information at the 
time this Conservation Advice was approved; this includes existing plans, records or 
management prescriptions for this species. 

Description 
Persicaria elatior, Family Polygonaceae, also known as Knotweed, Tall Knotweed and Smart 
Pinkweed, is an erect herb growing to 90 cm tall. Stalked, glandular hairs are present on most 
parts and occasional sessile (stalkless) glands may also occur. Leaves are 3–11 cm long and 
1–3 cm wide, and the leaf stalk is 0.5–1.5 mm long. A sheath encircles the stem at the base of 
each leaf. Small pink flowers are arranged in long, narrow spikes up to 5 cm long. Fruits form 
lens-shaped (lenticular) nuts 2–2.5 mm long (Wilson, 1990; DECC, 2005a). This species was 
previously called Polygonum elatius (Wilson, 1996). 

Conservation Status 
Persicaria elatior is listed as vulnerable. This species is eligible for listing as vulnerable 
under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (Cwlth) (EPBC 
Act) as, prior to the commencement of the EPBC Act, it was listed as vulnerable under 
Schedule 1 of the Endangered Species Protection Act 1992 (Cwlth). Persicaria elatior is also 
listed as vulnerable under the Threatened Species Conservation Act 1995 (NSW) and 
vulnerable under the Nature Conservation (Wildlife) Regulation 2006 (Queensland).  

Distribution and Habitat 
Knotweed is known from the North Coast, Central Coast, and South Coast botanical 
subdivisions of NSW (Wilson, 1990) and the Moreton Pastoral District in south-east 
Queensland. This species has been collected from Mt Dromedary, Moruya Sate Forest, Avon 
River catchment, Bermagui, Picton Lakes, Raymond Terrace, and near Grafton (DECC, 
2005a).  

Knotweed grows on sandy, alluvial soil in swampy areas and riparian herblands along 
watercourses and lake edges. Associated plant species include Melaleuca linearifolia, 
M. quinquenervia, Pseudognaphalium luteoalbum, Persicaria hydropiper, Floydia praealta 
and Cyperus semifertilis (NSW Herbarium, n.d.; Stanley & Ross, 1983; Wilson, 1990; Quinn 
et al., 1995; Benson & McDougall, 1999; QNRM, 2006). On South Stradbroke Island 
(Queensland), it commonly grows in wetland areas at Couran Cove Island Resort and is found 
in waterholes under Livistona australis (BRI, n.d.; Couran Cove Island Resort, 2008). This 
species occurs within the Hawkesbury–Nepean, Hunter–Central Rivers, Northern Rivers, 
Southern Rivers (NSW) and South East Queensland Natural Resource Management Regions. 

The distribution of this species overlaps with the “White Box-Yellow Box-Blakely’s Red 
Gum Grassy Woodland and Derived Native Grassland” EPBC Act-listed threatened 
ecological community.  

Threats 
The main identified threats to Knotweed are damage to populations from road and track 
maintenance activities, clearing and hydrological changes to wetlands (DECC, 2005a).  
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Research Priorities 
Research priorities that would inform future regional and local priority actions include: 
• Design and implement a monitoring program or, if appropriate, support and enhance 

existing programs. 
• More precisely assess population size, distribution, ecological requirements and the 

relative impacts of threatening processes. 
• Undertake survey work in suitable habitat and potential habitat to locate any additional 

populations. 

Regional and Local Priority Actions  
The following priority recovery and threat abatement actions can be done to support the 
recovery of Knotweed. 

Habitat Loss, Disturbance and Modification 
• Identify populations of high conservation priority (DECC, 2005b). 
• Monitor known populations to identify key threats (DECC, 2005b).  
• Monitor the progress of recovery, including the effectiveness of management actions and 

the need to adapt them if necessary. 
• Ensure road widening and maintenance activities (or other infrastructure or development 

activities) in areas where Knotweed occurs do not adversely impact on known 
populations, by alerting staff to its occurrence (DECC, 2005a). 

• Manage any changes to hydrology that may result in changes to the water table levels, 
increased run-off, sedimentation or pollution. 

• Manage any disruptions to water flows. 
• Minimise adverse impacts from land use at known sites. 
• Investigate further formal conservation arrangements such as the use of covenants, 

conservation agreements or inclusion in reserve tenure to protect wetland habitat 
containing Knotweed (DECC, 2005a).  

• Manage any other known, potential or emerging threats. 

Conservation Information 
• Raise awareness of Knotweed within the local community by providing information to 

landholders in areas where Knotweed grows to enable them to identify it (DECC, 2005a).  

Enable Recovery of Additional Sites and/or Populations 
• Undertake appropriate seed collection and storage. 
• Investigate options for linking, enhancing or establishing additional populations. 
• Implement national translocation protocols (Vallee et al., 2004) if establishing additional 

populations is considered necessary and feasible. 

This list does not necessarily encompass all actions that may be of benefit to Knotweed, but 
highlights those that are considered to be of highest priority at the time of preparing the 
conservation advice.  

Existing Plans/Management Prescriptions that are Relevant to the Species 

• NSW Priority Action Statement for Tall Knotweed (DECC, 2005b). 

This prescription was current at the time of publishing; please refer to the relevant agency’s 
website for any updated versions.  
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