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Advice to the Minister for Sustainability, Environment, Water, Population and Communities 
from the Threatened Species Scientific Committee (the Committee) 

on Amendment to the list of Threatened Species 
under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act) 

 

1. Reason for Conservation Assessment by the Committee 

This advice follows assessment of new information on: 

Centotheca philippinensis (a perennial grass) 

 

2. Summary of Species Details 

Taxonomy Conventionally accepted as Centotheca philippinensis (Merr.) 
C.Monod 

State Listing Status Listed as rare under the Queensland Nature Conservation Act 
1992. 

Description A perennial grass, 21–100 cm tall with leaf blades to 15 cm in 
length and 3–12 mm wide that have distinct cross veins. Panicle 
open 4–20 cm long, the primary branches spreading, and 
bearing spikelets almost to the base. Spikelets solitary, 
pedicellate, laterally compressed, 4–8 mm long with 2–3 fertile 
florets. Pedicels linear 1–1.5 mm long, deciduous with the 
spikelet (Sharp and Simon, 2002). 

Distribution Centotheca philippinensis occurs in Australia, Malesia, 
Philippines and New Guinea (Monod de Froideville, 1971). In 
Australia, Centotheca philippinensis occurs on the eastern side 
of Cape York Peninsula, from just north of Cairns to the tip of 
Cape York (Queensland Herbarium, 2009).  

Relevant 
Biology/Ecology 

This species is found in fringing rainforest or woodland and vine 
forest near water, banks of rivers or streams and alluvial plains 
(Sharp and Simon, 2002). It occurs in gallery semi-deciduous 
mesophyll vine forest, mesophyll palm-vine forest, simple 
notophyll vine forest and gallery rainforest (Queensland 
Herbarium, 2009). It is gregarious along paths and other open 
places in rainforests, swampy places and along lakes, and 
occasionally in gorges (Queensland Herbarium, 2009; Monod 
de Froideville, 1971). Outside of Australia, the species occurs at 
sites up to 250 m in altitude (Monod de Froideville, 1971). Like 
many other grasses, this species is wind-pollinated. Full flower 
heads develop in June and July, which begin to fall in 
September and October (Queensland Herbarium, 2009). 

The age of maturity, life expectancy and natural mortality for this 
species are unknown. 

Threats  

Known There are no current known threats to Centotheca 
philippinensis. 
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Potential The main suspected future threat is the introduction of new 
weeds into the area, with potential to suppress growth of the 
species. Although grazing is a potential threat, it is unlikely to be 
introduced into current protected areas in semi-rainforest habitat 
(Queensland Herbarium, 2009). 

 

3. Public Consultation 

Notice of the proposed amendment was made available for public comment for 30 business 
days. Any comments received that are relevant to the survival of the species have been 
considered by the Committee. 
 

4. How judged by the Committee in relation to the EPBC Act criteria and 
Regulations 

 
Criterion 1: It has undergone, is suspected to have undergone or is likely to undergo in 

the immediate future a very severe, severe or substantial reduction in 
numbers. 

Not eligible 

Criterion element Evidence 

Reduction in numbers Insufficient data – Although there are no current known threats 
to this species, nor quantitative population data available, there 
are insufficient data to determine whether this species has 
undergone or is likely to undergo future reductions in numbers. 

 

Criterion 2: Its geographic distribution is precarious for the survival of the species and is 
very restricted, restricted or limited. 

Not eligible 

Criterion element Evidence 

Geographic distribution 

AND 

Not limited – This species’ extent of occurrence in Australia is 
approximately 55 732 km2 and the area of occupancy is 
unknown (Queensland Herbarium, 2009). 

Geographic distribution 
precarious 

No – This species has been recorded in12 locations 
(Landsberg and Clarkson, 2004): three are known from the tip 
of Cape York, one in the Iron Range, two in the McIlwraith 
Ranges, two in the Cooktown area, and two in the 
Mossman/Daintree region (Queensland Herbarium, 2009). This 
species has no known threats and eight of the ten known 
populations are found within National Parks. 
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Criterion 3: The estimated total number of mature individuals is very low, low or limited; 
and either 
(a) evidence suggests that the number will continue to decline at a very high, 
high or substantial rate; or 
(b) the number is likely to continue to decline and its geographic distribution is 
precarious for its survival. 

Not eligible 

Criterion element Evidence 

Total no. of mature 
individuals 

AND 

Insufficient data – No quantitative data are available on the 
total number of mature individuals, though the species is 
reported as being ‘common’ at three known sites (Shelburne 
Bay, Iron Range and McIlwraith Range), and ‘occasional’ at the 
Mossman site (Queensland Herbarium, 2009). 

Continued rate of decline  No data 

OR 

Total no. of mature 
individuals  

AND 

Insufficient data 

Continued decline likely 

AND 

Insufficient data – see Criterion 1. 

Geographic distribution 
precarious 

No – see Criterion 2. 

 

Criterion 4: The estimated total number of mature individuals is extremely low, very low or 
low. 

Not eligible 

Criterion element Evidence 

Total no. of mature 
individuals 

Insufficient data – No quantitative data are available on the 
total number of mature individuals, though the species is 
reported as being ‘common’ at three known sites (Shelburne 
Bay, Iron Range and McIlwraith Range), and ‘occasional’ at the 
Mossman site (Queensland Herbarium, 2009). 

 

Criterion 5: Probability of extinction in the wild that is at least 
(a) 50% in the immediate future; or 
(b) 20% in the near future; or 
(c) 10% in the medium-term future. 

Not eligible 

Criterion element Evidence 

Probability of extinction in 
the wild  

No data 
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5. Recommendation 

The Committee notes that this species is eligible for delisting due to the availability of more 
information on the species’ population distribution, lack of threats and representation in 
reserves. 

The Committee recommends that the list referred to in section 178 of the EPBC Act be 
amended by deleting from the list in the vulnerable category: 

Centotheca philippensis 

 

 

Threatened Species Scientific Committee 
3 June 2010 
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