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Approved Conservation Advice  
(s266B of the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999) 

Approved Conservation Advice for 
Romnalda strobilacea 

This Conservation Advice has been developed based on the best available information at the 
time this Conservation Advice was approved; this includes existing plans, records or 
management prescriptions for this species. 

Description 

Romnalda strobilacea, Family Xanthorrhoeaceae, grows to approximately 1 m with stems to 
10 cm long. The leaves are 50–80 cm long and 8–10 mm wide, ultimately obtuse or truncate, 
without teeth at the apex. Inflorescences are 60–90 cm long, sparsely and irregularly branched 
in upper third, with functioning flower clusters towards the ends of primary or short 
secondary branches. Flowers are white, each subtended by a minute persistent bract. Sepals 
are elliptic, approximately 3 mm long. Petals are obovate to obcordate, approximately 2.5 mm 
long. The globular fruit is approximately 6 mm long and contains one or two whitish 
hemispherical seeds (Henderson, 1986; Wang, 1998).  

Romnalda strobilacea is inbred, probably due to localised clonal spread or family clusters. 
The species is self-compatible to some extent, although it is unknown whether production of 
viable seed through selfing is reliant on pollinators (Shapcott et al., 2008). 

Conservation Status 

Romnalda strobilacea is listed as vulnerable. This species is eligible for listing as vulnerable 
under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (Cwlth) (EPBC 
Act) as, prior to the commencement of the EPBC Act, it was listed as endangered under 
Schedule 1 of the Endangered Species Protection Act 1992 (Cwlth). Romnalda strobilacea is 
also listed as vulnerable under the Nature Conservation Act 1992 (Queensland). 

Distribution and Habitat 

Romnalda strobilacea occurs from Kin Kin to Mt Mee, south-east Queensland. The total 
population is unknown, but is estimated to be less than 500 individuals (Barry & Thomas, 
1994) with an estimated range of less than 100 km (Queensland Herbarium, 2008). Some 
populations occur within protected estate and forest reserves (Queensland Herbarium, 2008). 
A number of populations occur in areas of remnant vegetation (Environmental Protection 
Agency, 2008) as defined under the Vegetation Management Act 1999 (Queensland) and are 
therefore currently protected from broad-scale clearing. 

Romnalda strobilacea occurs in complex notophyll rainforest as a tufted perennial among the 
ground flora. Distribution is sporadic and often clumped, with the species showing a marked 
preference for moist gully or stream bank situations and level to steeply inclined slopes where 
the soil is nutrient rich (Barry & Thomas, 1994). This species occurs within the South East 
Queensland Natural Resource Management Region. 

The distribution of this species is not known to overlap with any EPBC Act-listed threatened 
ecological community. 

Threats 

The main identified threats to R. strobilacea are the destruction of habitat for agricultural 
development, and degradation of habitat by weeds, particularly Lantana (Lantana camara) 
(Barry & Thomas, 1994; Wang, 1998). 
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The main potential threats to R. strobilacea include habitat destruction by clearance for 
recreational activities, and modification to water tables and hydrological patterns (Wang, 
1998).  

Research Priorities 

Research priorities that would inform future regional and local priority actions include: 
 Design and implement a monitoring program or, if appropriate, support and enhance 

existing programs. 
 Undertake survey work in suitable habitat and potential habitat to locate any additional 

populations/occurrences/remnants.  
 More precisely assess population size, distribution, ecological requirements and the 

relative impacts of threatening processes. 
 Undertake research into the reproductive requirements of the species, with particular 

regard to pollination. 
 Undertake seed germination and/or vegetative propagation trials to determine the 

requirements for successful establishment.  
 Undertake genetic analyses to 1/ assess current gene flow (using markers and analyses 

capable of distinguishing population divergence on an evolutionary timescale, from that 
which might be due to more recent impacts), and 2/ identify populations with low genetic 
diversity that might benefit from artificial introduction of genetic material from other 
populations from which they have relatively recently diverged. 

 Research into the implications of inbreeding to determine whether this constitutes a 
potential threat. 

Regional and Local Priority Actions  

The following regional and local priority recovery and threat abatement actions can be done 
to support the recovery of R. strobilacea. 

Habitat Loss, Disturbance and Modification 
 Monitor known populations to identify key threats.  
 Identify populations of high conservation priority. 
 Monitor the progress of recovery, including the effectiveness of management actions and 

the need to adapt them if necessary.  
 Ensure road and track widening and maintenance activities (or other infrastructure or 

development activities) involving substrate or vegetation disturbance in areas where 
R. strobilacea occurs do not adversely impact on known populations. 

 Manage any changes to hydrology that may result in changes to water table levels 
particularly dam building, swamp drainage and water extraction (Wang, 1998). 

 Minimise adverse impacts from land use at known sites, such as recreational activities. 
 Investigate formal conservation arrangements, management agreements and covenants on 

private land, and for crown and private land investigate inclusion in reserve tenure if 
possible. 

Invasive Weeds 
 Implement a management plan for the control of Lantana (ARMCANZ, 2001). 
 Identify and remove weeds in the local area, which could become a threat to the 

R. strobilacea, using appropriate methods. 
 Manage sites to prevent introduction of invasive weeds, which could become a threat to 

the species, using appropriate methods. 
 Ensure chemicals or other mechanisms used to eradicate weeds do not have a significant 

adverse impact on R. strobilacea. 
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Conservation Information 
 Raise awareness of R. strobilacea within the local community.  
 Maintain liaisons with private landholders and land managers of land on which 

populations occur. 

Enable Recovery of Additional Sites and/or Populations 
 Undertake appropriate seed collection and storage. 
 Investigate options for linking, enhancing or establishing additional populations. 
 Implement national translocation protocols (Vallee et al., 2004) if establishing additional 

populations is considered necessary and feasible. 
 

This list does not necessarily encompass all actions that may be of benefit to R. strobilacea, 
but highlights those that are considered to be of highest priority at the time of preparing the 
conservation advice.  

Existing Plans/Management Prescriptions that are Relevant to the Species 

 Weeds of National Significance: Lantana (Lantana camara) Strategic Plan (ARMCANZ, 
2001), and  

 Management Program for Protected Plants in Queensland 2006–2010 (EPA 2005). 

These prescriptions were current at the time of publishing; please refer to the relevant 
agency’s website for any updated versions.  
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