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A statement for the purposes of approved conservation advice  
(s266B of the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999) 

Approved Conservation Advice for 
Coeranoscincus reticulatus (Three-toed Snake-tooth Skink) 

This Conservation Advice has been developed based on the best available information at the 
time this conservation advice was approved. 

Description 
Coeranoscincus reticulatus, Family Scincidae, also known as the Three-toed Snake-tooth 
Skink, is a large burrowing lizard with a head and body length of up to 23 cm and a thick, 
long tail. It has four very short legs, each with three clawed toes, and has long, curved teeth 
(Cogger et al., 1993; Cogger, 2000; DEC, 2005). The body colour varies from fawn to dark 
brown, with individual flecked scales streaked with dark brown, a dark collar on the back of 
the neck and fine patterning on the belly. Due to its burrowing habits it is seldom seen 
(Cogger, 2000). 

Conservation Status 
The Three-toed Snake-tooth Skink is listed as vulnerable. This species is eligible for listing 
as vulnerable under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 
(Cwlth) (EPBC Act) as, prior to the commencement of the EPBC Act, it was listed as 
vulnerable under Schedule 1 of the Endangered Species Protection Act 1992 (Cwlth). This 
species is also listed as vulnerable under the Threatened Species Conservation Act 1995 
(NSW) and as rare under the Nature Conservation Act 1992 (Queensland). 

Distribution and Habitat 
The Three-toed Snake-tooth Skink occurs on the coast and in the ranges from the Macleay 
Valley in NSW to Cooloola in south-eastern Queensland (DEC, 2005; DEW, 2007).  

The Three-toed Snake-tooth Skink is known to inhabit rainforest and occasionally moist 
eucalypt forest, on loamy or sandy soils (Czechura, 1974; DEC, 2005; DEW, 2007). It is 
found in leaf litter, often immediately adjacent to fallen tree trunks (Ehmann, 1987; Cogger, et 
al., 1993). Projected foliage cover was estimated at 70–80 per cent at two sites (Ehmann, 
1987). The Three-toed Snake-tooth Skink feeds on earthworms and beetle grubs. 

In NSW, this species occurs within the Beaury, Koreelah, Whian Whian, Wiangaree and 
Yabbra State Forests and at Grafton and Grady's Creek Flora Reserve. In Queensland, it 
occurs at Binna Burra, Emuvale, Tambourine Mountain, Beechmont, Lamington, and 
Cunningham's Gap National Park and Cooloola State Forest (Greer & Cogger, 1985; Cogger 
et al., 1993). This species occurs within the Northern Rivers (NSW) and South East 
Queensland (Queensland) Natural Resource Management Regions. 

The distribution of this species is not known to overlap with any EPBC Act-listed threatened 
ecological communities. 

Threats 
The main identified threats to the Three-toed Snake-tooth Skink are clearing of habitat; and 
removal of fallen logs and leaf litter through frequent fire. 

Research Priorities 
Research priorities that would inform future regional and local priority actions include: 
• Undertake survey work in suitable habitat and potential habitat to locate any additional 

populations.  
• Design and implement a monitoring program. 
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• Determine site-specific management strategies to protect and enhance key populations. 
• Identify locations supporting key populations and investigate and prioritise identification 

of site-specific threatening processes.  

Regional and Local Priority Actions 
The following regional and local priority recovery and threat abatement actions can be done 
to support the recovery of the Three-toed Snake-tooth Skink. 

Habitat Loss, Disturbance and Modification 
• Identify sites of high conservation priority. 
• Manage threats to areas of vegetation that contain populations/occurrences of the Three-

toed Snake-tooth Skink. 
• Ensure development activities in areas where the Three-toed Snake-tooth Skink occurs do 

not adversely affect known populations. 
• Prevent clearing of woodland and forest habitats where the species is known to occur.  
• Prevent the collection of dead fallen timber for firewood in areas where the species is 

known to occur. 
• Provide firewood in areas where recreational use overlaps with the species habitat to 

preserve large fallen logs, leaf litter and groundcover vegetation. 
• Do not stock-pile or burn logging waste in forest or woodland where the species occurs. 
• Monitor known populations to identify key threats.   
• Monitor the progress of recovery, including the effectiveness of management actions and 

the need to adapt them if necessary. 
• Minimise adverse impacts from land use at known sites. 
• Protect populations of the listed species through the development of conservation 

agreements and/or covenants. 

Trampling, Browsing or Grazing 
• Develop and implement a stock management plan to reduce grazing pressure in areas 

where the species is known to occur to prevent soil compaction and to maintain ground 
and litter cover.  

• Prevent or appropriately limit grazing pressure at known sites on leased crown land 
through exclusion fencing or other barriers. 

Fire 
• Develop and implement a suitable fire management strategy for the Three-toed Snake-

tooth Skink. 
• Provide maps of known occurrences to local and state Rural Fire Services and seek 

inclusion of mitigative measures in bush fire risk management plans, risk register and/or 
operation maps. 

Conservation Information 
• Raise awareness of the Three-toed Snake-tooth Skink within the local community.  

Enable Recovery of Additional Sites and/or Populations  
• Investigate options for linking, enhancing or establishing additional populations. 
 

This list does not necessarily encompass all actions that may be of benefit to the Three-toed 
Snake-tooth Skink, but highlights those that are considered to be of highest priority at the time 
of preparing the conservation advice.  

Existing Plans/Management Prescriptions that are Relevant to the Species 

• The Action Plan for Australian Reptiles (Cogger et al., 1993). 
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