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Conservation Advice 

Cyclopsitta diophthalma coxeni  
Coxen’s fig-parrot 

Conservation Status 
Cyclopsitta diophthalma coxeni (Coxen’s fig-parrot) is listed as Endangered under the 
Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (Cwlth) (EPBC Act) effective 
from the 16 July 2000. 

The species was eligible for listing under the EPBC Act at that time as, immediately prior to the 
commencement of the EPBC Act, it was listed as Endangered under Schedule 1 of the 
preceding Act the Endangered Species Protection Act 1992 (Cwlth).  

Species can also be listed as threatened under state and territory legislation. For information on 
the listing status of this species under relevant state or territory legislation, see 
http://www.environment.gov.au/cgi-bin/sprat/public/sprat.pl  
 
The main factors impacting on the species that are considered to be the cause for its eligibility 
for listing in the Endangered category are its fragmented geographic distribution, decline in 
quality of habitat, continuing decline including low number of mature individuals. 

Description 
Coxen’s fig-parrot is a small, green and blue parrot with an overlarge head and bill, and a short 
tail. Its appearance resembles an exotic lovebird (Agapornis spp.) (Coxen’s Fig-Parrot Recovery 
Team 2001). It has a length of 16cm (Pizzey and Knight 1997). Both sexes are green above and 
yellowish-green below with a yellow-sided upper breast and flanks (Coxen’s Fig-Parrot 
Recovery Team 2001). The wings are green with the outer sections of the primary feathers dark 
blue and inner sections dark grey. The bill is two-toned: pale grey with a dark grey or black tip. 
The eye is brown. The male has a distinctive blue forehead surrounded by a few red feathers 
and an orange-red cheek patch bordered below by a mauve-blue band (Coxen’s Fig-Parrot 
Recovery Team 2001). The female is similar but with a smaller blue forehead patch with less or 
no red, and a duller, smaller orange-red cheek patch (Forshaw 1981, Pizzey and Knight 1997). 

Distribution  
There are only approximately 90 reliable records of Coxen’s fig-parrot in Queensland since 1970 
and about 30 such sightings in New South Wales over the same period (Martindale 1986, 
Holmes 1990, 1995, Gynther 1996a,b, Horton 1996, Gynther et al., 1998, and I. Gynther pers. 
comm. cited in Coxen’s Fig-Parrot Recovery Team 2001). 

The population size has been estimated, with low reliability, at 100 breeding birds and 
suspected to be declining in size (Garnett and Crowley 2000; Coxen’s Fig-Parrot Recovery 
Team 2001 cited in Garnett et al., 2011). With even lower reliability, the population was 
estimated to be divided into 4 subpopulations of maximum 50 individuals each. While recent 
targeted surveys have been largely unsuccessful, incidental sightings continue to be reported 
sporadically by members of the public including a series of reports of up to 4 individuals in 
2001–2004 from south-east QLD at Montville, Main Range NP, Imbil State Forest, Lamington 
NP, Beerwah Forest Reserve and Maleny (I. Gynther in litt.). Given a similar rate of sightings 
over previous decades, it is inferred that the population has been of very small size for at least 
several decades. 

http://www.environment.gov.au/cgi-bin/sprat/public/sprat.pl
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Relevant Biology/Ecology  
The life history and ecology of Coxen’s fig-parrot are largely unknown. Information is pieced 
together from incidental sightings and, where appropriate and possible, extrapolated from 
knowledge of the other subspecies. Holmes (1990, 1994a, 1995) summarises knowledge that is 
currently available (Coxen’s Fig-Parrot Recovery Team 2001). 

Coxen’s fig-parrot is a cryptic species. Most observations are of single birds or pairs feeding in 
fruiting trees or flying above the forest canopy. Coxen’s fig-parrots feed quietly, moving swiftly 
and silently along the branches (Brenan 1924, Waller in Chisholm 1924, Irby 1930 cited in 
Coxen’s Fig-Parrot Recovery Team 2001). Often they are only detected by the continual stream 
of fruit debris, the unwanted pulp of figs falling to the ground (Chisholm 1924).  

The primary habitat is lowland subtropical rainforest, dry rainforest, littoral and developing littoral 
rainforest, sub-littoral mixed scrub, riparian corridors in woodland, open woodland and across 
cleared land, and urbanised and agricultural areas with fig trees (Ficus spp.). It feeds on the 
seeds of figs, but also on fruit of other native and exotic trees, as well as nectar, lichen and 
insect larvae (Higgins 1999; Coxen’s Fig-Parrot Recovery Team 2001). A generation time of 4.8 
years (BirdLife International 2011) is derived from an age at first breeding of 1.0 years and a 
maximum longevity in the wild of 7.6 years, extrapolated from mean survival in captivity of Large 
Fig-Parrot Psittaculirostris desmarestii and Edwards’s Fig-Parrot P. edwardsii (Brouwer et al., 
2000 cited in Garnett et al., 2011).  

Threats 
Table 1 – Threats impacting the Coxen’s fig-parrot  in approximate order of severity of risk, 
based on available evidence. 

Threat factor Threat 
type and 
status 

Evidence base 

Habitat loss and fragmentation 

Clearance of 
Habitat  

known 
past and 
current 

Logging, land clearing and associated disturbance of the 
subtropical rainforest/eucalypt ecotones thought to be part of 
the breeding habitat may be a threat for the subspecies. 
Forshaw (1981 cited in Coxen’s Fig-Parrot Recovery Team 
2001) emphasises the special need to protect the rainforest 
edge where burning, clearing or logging operations not 
specifically targeted at the rainforest can be particularly 
damaging (Coxen’s Fig-Parrot Recovery Team 2001). 

Fragmentation 
of feeding 
habitat 

known   
past and 
current 

Fragmentation of habitat containing trees used for feeding is a 
threat to the Coxen’s fig-parrot (Coxen’s Fig-Parrot Recovery 
Team 2001). Fragmentation can reduce availability of feeding 
trees throughout the range of Coxen’s fig-parrot. An additional 
potential threat is lack of fig tree recruitment as individual trees 
and groups of trees become increasingly isolated (Coxen’s 
Fig-Parrot Recovery Team 2001). 

Invasive species  

Invasive 
weeds 

known Cats claw (Macfadyena unguis-catiI) occurs in feeding and 
nesting habitat, resulting in the degradation of that habitat. The 
weed is particularly prevalent in lowland riparian subtropical 
rainforest remnants, where figs and other fleshy-fruited 
rainforest trees are most concentrated (Joseph 1988, Garnett 
1992, Garnett and Crowley 2000, A. Floyd pers. comm., S. 
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Horton pers. comm., R.J. Hunter pers. comm., L. Jessup pers. 
comm., P. Young pers. comm. in Coxen’s Fig-Parrot Recovery 
Team 2001).  

Illegal Wildlife Trade  

Illegal 
collection of 
eggs 

suspected  Coxen’s fig parrot is listed on Appendix I of CITES. The  
species underwent a review in 2015 and was maintained in 
that category as under Annex 5, a species ‘may be affected by 
trade’ if ‘there is demonstrable potential international demand 
for the species that may be detrimental to its survival in the 
wild.’ (Holmes 1990 cited in Coxen’s Fig-Parrot Recovery 
Team 2001). 

Conservation Actions 

Conservation and Management priorities 
Habitat loss, disturbance and modifications 

o Ensure land managers and landholders are aware of the species’ occurrence and 
provide protection from potential further threats such as the removal of feeding trees in 
already fragmented habitat. 

o Encourage the recruitment for known feed trees such as the Moreton Bay fig and rusty 
fig within the Coxen’s fig parrot range.  

Invasive species (including threats from grazing, trampling, predation) 

o Identify and undertake strategic weed control in areas that may be important to the 
Coxen’s fig-parrot, using appropriate methods. Consider the possible 
disturbance/overspray threats associated with the control method. 

Illegal Wildlife Trade 

o Maintain current Appendix I status under CITES. Provide information to aviculturalists 
on the CITES convention and conservation status of the Coxen’s fig-parrot in relation to 
illegal trade. 

Breeding  

o Continue existing captive breeding programmes and assess their effectiveness for 
recovery of the Coxen’s fig parrot. The need for captive breeding of Coxen’s fig-parrot 
has been identified in both the subspecies’ Recovery Outline (Garnett et al., 2011) and 
the previous recovery plan (Davidson 1993) as stated in Coxen’s Fig-Parrot Recovery 
Team (2001). 

Stakeholder Engagement 

o Engage with existing recovery teams, state government and non-government 
organisations to understand and manage threats to the Coxen’s fig-parrot. 

o Determine objectives for any public engagement to improve management on private 
land and to ensure recent scientific knowledge is incorporated into public land 
management.  

Survey and Monitoring priorities 

• Undertake survey work in suitable habitat and potential habitat to locate any additional 
occurrences and to more precisely assess population size and distribution. 
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• Monitor the progress of recovery, including the effectiveness of management actions and the 
need to adapt them if necessary for both captive breeding and wild management. 

Information and research priorities  

• Determine ecological requirements and the relative impacts of threatening processes. 

• Investigate options for linking, enhancing or establishing additional populations. 
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