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Approved Conservation Advice for 
Schoenia filifolia subsp. subulifolia (an everlasting daisy) 

(s266B of the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999) 

This Conservation Advice has been developed based on the best available information at the 
time this Conservation Advice was approved; this includes existing plans, records or 
management prescriptions for this species. 

Description 

Schoenia filifolia subsp. subulifolia, Family Asteraceae, is an annual herb to 0.5 m high with 
long, thin leaves and yellow everlasting daisy flowers (Wilson, 1992). The flowering period is 
from September to October.   

Conservation Status 

Schoenia filifolia subsp. subulifolia is listed as endangered. This species is eligible for listing 
as endangered under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 
(Cwlth) (EPBC Act) as it has a restricted geographic distribution with only three known 
subpopulations that are subject to continuing threats from agricultural encroachment and 
weed invasion (TSSC, 2006).   

The species is also listed as Declared Rare Flora under the Western Australian Wildlife 
Conservation Act 1950. 

Distribution and Habitat 

Schoenia filifolia subsp. subulifolia is endemic to Western Australia. The species is know 
from three subpopulations in the Mingenew area southeast of Geraldton (CALM, 2006). 
Schoenia filifolia subsp. subulifolia grows in pale yellow-grey-brown clay in swampy flats 
and tops of breakaways (Patrick, 2001; WA Herbarium, 2006). Associated species include 
Hakea preissii, Eucalyptus loxophleba and Acacia acuminata (CALM, 2006). 

As all species of Schoenia are annual herbs (WA Herbarium, 2006), the numbers of mature 
individuals in total and within each subpopulation are also subject to seasonal variation that 
influences the number of germinants and the number that reach maturity each year. The 
current population size of Schoenia filifolia subsp. subulifolia is estimated to be about 1220 
mature individuals (TSSC, 2006). Current estimates for the extent of occurrence and area of 
occupancy are estimated to be 35 km2 and less than 0.002 km2 respectively (CALM, 2006).  

This species occurs within the Northern Agricultural Natural Resource Management Region. 

The distribution of this species is not known to overlap with any EPBC Act-listed threatened 
ecological community. 

Threats 

The main identified threats to Schoenia filifolia subsp. subulifolia are agricultural 
encroachment, including farm activities such as maintaining fence lines/firebreaks, chemical 
drift and land degradation by stock, and weed invasion.  

The main potential threats to the species are salinity and grazing.  

Regional Priority Actions 

The following regional priority recovery and threat abatement actions can be done to support 
the recovery of Schoenia filifolia subsp. subulifolia. 
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 Protect areas of native vegetation, which contain populations of the species or which 
could support populations in the future. 

 Manage any disruptions to water flows. 
 Develop and implement a management plan for the control of weeds in the region. 
 Undertake appropriate seed collection and storage.  
 Investigate formal conservation arrangements, management agreements and covenants on 

private land, and for crown and private land investigate inclusion in reserve tenure if 
possible. 

 

Local Priority Actions 

The following local priority recovery and threat abatement actions can be done to support the 
recovery of Schoenia filifolia subsp. subulifolia. 

 Monitor known sites to identify annual changes in population size. 
 Identify and remove weeds in the local area, which could become a threat to Schoenia 

filifolia subsp. subulifolia, using appropriate methods.   
 Undertake survey work in suitable habitat and potential habitat to locate any additional 

populations/occurrences/remnants. 
 Minimise adverse impacts from land use at known sites. 
 
This list does not necessarily encompass all actions that may be of benefit to the Schoenia 
filifolia subsp. subulifolia, but highlights those that are considered to be of highest priority at 
the time of preparing the Conservation Advice.  
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