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Approved Conservation Advice  
(s266B of the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999) 

Approved Conservation Advice for 
Corymbia xanthope 

This Conservation Advice has been developed based on the best available information at the 
time this Conservation Advice was approved; this includes existing plans, records or 
management prescriptions for this species.  

Description 

Corymbia xanthope, Family Myrtaceae, previously known as Eucalyptus xanthope, is a 
medium sized tree to 15 m. Bark is rough almost throughout, flaky and somewhat tessellated; 
the outer layers grey-brown, but newly exposed bark is yellowish. Smaller branches are 
smooth-barked. Adult leaves are lance-shaped or sickle-shaped, 1.5–2.5 cm wide, bright green 
on the upper surface and conspicuously paler below. Flowers are in terminal clusters, with 
seven buds per umbel. Flower buds are 7–8 mm long when mature, on long stalks. Fruit is 
egg-shaped, 16–18 mm long, with the valves deeply enclosed. Flowering occurs from 
February to March (Brooker & Kleinig, 2004).  

Corymbia xanthope is distinguished from C. intermedia by the exposed blotches of yellow 
underbark, the smooth small branches and the larger fruit (Brooker & Kleinig, 2004).  

Conservation Status 

Corymbia xanthope is listed as vulnerable. This species is eligible for listing as vulnerable 
under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (Cwlth) (EPBC 
Act) as, prior to the commencement of the EPBC Act, it was listed as vulnerable under 
Schedule 1 of the Endangered Species Protection Act 1992 (Cwlth). Corymbia xanthope is 
also listed as vulnerable under the Nature Conservation Act 1992 (Queensland). 

Distribution and Habitat 

Corymbia xanthope occurs in the Rockhampton area of central Queensland. The extent of 
occurrence is about 20 km2 (Queensland Herbarium, 2008). The total population is unknown, 
but is estimated to be several  thousand (A.R. Bean, 2008, pers. comm.). This species occurs 
within the Fitzroy (Queensland) Natural Resource Management Region. 

Corymbia xanthope occurs in woodlands with Eucalyptus fibrosa on ridges or hill slopes on 
serpentinite geology with sandy soils (Queensland Herbarium, 2008). This community is 
recognised as a distinct regional ecosystem (RE 11.11.7 E. fibrosa subsp. (Glen Geddes), C. 
xanthope woodland on serpentinite). Many populations of the species occur in areas of remnant 
vegetation (Environmental Protection Agency, 2008) as defined under the Vegetation 
Management Act 1999 (Queensland), and are therefore protected from broad-scale vegetation 
clearing.  

The distribution of this species is not known to overlap with any EPBC Act-listed threatened 
ecological communities. 

Threats 

The main identified threats to C. xanthope are destruction of trees and disturbance of habitat 
through mining activities (A.R. Bean, 2008, pers. comm.). A potential threat is from mining 
and damage from road realignment, as populations occur along the Bruce Highway and the 
Rockhampton–Yeppoon road. 
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Research Priorities 

Research priorities that would inform future regional and local priority actions include: 
 More precisely assess population size, distribution, ecological requirements and the 

relative impacts of threatening processes. 
 Design and implement a monitoring program or, if appropriate, support and enhance 

existing programs. 

Regional and Local Priority Actions  

The following regional and local priority recovery and threat abatement actions can be done 
to support the recovery of C. xanthope. 

Habitat Loss, Disturbance and Modification 
 Monitor known populations to identify key threats.  
 Identify populations of high conservation priority. 
 Ensure road widening, road maintenance, mining infrastructure development, and other 

development activities, involving substrate or vegetation disturbance in areas where 
C. xanthope occurs do not adversely impact on known populations.  

 Investigate formal conservation arrangements, management agreements and covenants on 
private land, and for crown and private land investigate inclusion in reserve tenure if 
possible. 

 Manage any other known, potential or emerging threats. 

Conservation Information 
 Raise awareness of C. xanthope within the local community. 

Enable Recovery of Additional Sites and/or Populations 
 Undertake appropriate seed collection and storage. 
 Investigate options for linking, enhancing or establishing additional populations. 
 Implement national translocation protocols (Vallee et al., 2004) if establishing additional 

populations is considered necessary and feasible. 

This list does not necessarily encompass all actions that may be of benefit to C. xanthope, but 
highlights those that are considered to be of highest priority at the time of preparing the 
conservation advice.  

Existing Plans/Management Prescriptions that are Relevant to the Species 

 Management Program for Protected Plants in Queensland 2006–2010 (EPA, 2006). 

This prescription was current at the time of publishing; please refer to the relevant agency’s 
website for any updated versions.  

Information Sources: 

Bean, AR (Queensland Herbarium EPA). Personal communication. 27 June 2008. 

Brooker, MIH, & Kleinig, DA 2004, Field Guide to Eucalypts, vol. 3, Second edition, Bloomings Books, 
Melbourne, p. 126. 

Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 2006, Management Program for Protected Plants in Queensland 2006 
– 2010, Queensland Government, viewed 19 May 2008, <http://www.environment.gov.au/biodiversity/trade-
use/sources/management-plans/flora-qld/pubs/qld-protected-plants.pdf>. 

Environmental Protection Agency 2008, Copy of the certified Regional Ecosystem map for the purpose of the 
Vegetation Management Act 1999. Online RE maps, Environmental Protection Agency, Brisbane, viewed 25 
June 2008, <http://www.epa.qld.gov.au/REMAP>. 

Queensland Herbarium 2008, specimen label information, viewed 18 June 2008. 
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