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Approved Conservation Advice  
(s266B of the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999) 

Approved Conservation Advice for 
Corymbia clandestina 

This Conservation Advice has been developed based on the best available information at the 
time this Conservation Advice was approved; this includes existing plans, records or 
management prescriptions for this species. 

Description 
Corymbia clandestina, Family Myrtaceae, previously known as Eucalyptus clandestina, is a 
small tree growing 6–10 m high. Grey tessellated bark extends to branches about 3 cm in 
diameter; the under-bark is yellowish or reddish. The adult leaves are narrowly lance-shaped, 
10–20 mm wide, with the upper surface much darker than the lower. Flowers occur in 
terminal clusters and the flower buds are smooth, up to 8 mm long and 5 mm wide, on long 
stalks. The fruit is egg-shaped or urn-shaped, 10–14 mm long, with 3–4 cavities and deeply 
enclosed valves (Bean, 1994).  

Conservation Status 
Corymbia clandestina is listed as vulnerable. This species is eligible for listing as vulnerable 
under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (Cwlth) (EPBC 
Act) as, prior to the commencement of the EPBC Act, it was listed as vulnerable under 
Schedule 1 of the Endangered Species Protection Act 1992 (Cwlth). It is also listed as 
vulnerable under the Nature Conservation Act 1992 (Queensland). 

Distribution and Habitat 
Corymbia clandestina is known from two localities, to the north-west and south-west of 
Clermont, Queensland. There are 14 specimen records (Queensland Herbarium, 2008). The 
total number of populations and plants is unknown. Corymbia clandestina occurs at the 
boundary between the Fitzroy and Burdekin (Queensland) Natural Resource Management 
Regions. 

The species grows on hillsides as a minor component of woodland dominated by 
Eucalyptus crebra (Narrow-leaved ironbark) (Bean, 1994). Soils have been recorded as 
skeletal brown clay-loam over mica schist or red gravelly and silty (Queensland Herbarium, 
2008). All known populations occur in areas of remnant vegetation (Environmental Protection 
Agency, 2008) as defined under the Queensland Vegetation Management Act 1999 and are 
therefore protected from broad-scale clearing. 

The distribution of C. clandestina is not known to overlap with any EPBC Act-listed 
threatened ecological communities. 

Threats 

The main potential threats to C. clandestina include overgrazing by domestic stock and 
mining exploration (AR Bean, 2008, pers. comm.). 

Research Priorities 
Research priorities that would inform future regional and local priority actions include: 
• Design and implement a monitoring program or, if appropriate, support and enhance 

existing programs. 
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• More precisely assess population size, distribution, ecological requirements and the 
relative impacts of threatening processes. 

• Undertake survey work in suitable habitat and potential habitat to locate any additional 
populations/occurrences/remnants. 

Regional and Local Priority Actions  
The following regional and local priority recovery and threat abatement actions can be done 
to support the recovery of C. clandestina. 

Habitat Loss, Disturbance and Modification 
• Monitor known populations to identify key threats. 
• Minimise adverse impacts from land use at known sites. 
• Identify populations of high conservation priority. 
• Ensure mining exploration and road widening and maintenance activities (or other 

infrastructure or development activities) involving substrate or vegetation disturbance in 
areas where C. clandestina occurs do not adversely impact on known populations. 

• Investigate formal conservation arrangements such as the use of covenants, conservation 
agreements or inclusion of the habitat in reserve tenure. 

Conservation Information 
• Raise awareness of C. clandestina within the local community.  

Trampling, Browsing or Grazing 
• Develop and implement a stock management plan for roadside verges. 
• Prevent grazing pressure at known sites through exclusion fencing or other barriers. 

This list does not necessarily encompass all actions that may be of benefit to C. clandestina, 
but highlights those that are considered to be of highest priority at the time of preparing the 
conservation advice.  

Information Sources: 
Bean, AR (Queensland Herbarium EPA). Personal communication. 18 May 2008. 

Bean, AR 1994, ‘Eucalyptus clandestina (Myrtaceae), a new bloodwood from central Queensland’, 
Austrobaileya, vol. 4, no. 2, pp. 205–208. 

Environmental Protection Agency 2008, Copy of the certified regional ecosystem map for the purpose of the 
Vegetation Management Act 1999, online RE Maps, Environmental Protection Agency, Brisbane, viewed 21 
April 2008 <http://www.epa.qld.gov.au/REMAP>.  

Queensland Herbarium 2008, specimen label information, viewed 6 May 2008. 
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