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Approved Conservation Advice  
(s266B of the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999) 

Approved Conservation Advice for 
Eucalyptus paludicola (Mount Compass Swamp Gum)  

This Conservation Advice has been developed based on the best available information at the 
time this conservation advice was approved.  

Description 
Eucalyptus paludicola, Family Myrtaceae, also known as Mount Compass Swamp Gum, Marsh 
Gum and Fleurieu Swamp Gum, is a small tree growing to 5–10 m tall. The bark is rough and 
dark brown on the lower trunk, and smooth grey or cream on the upper trunk and branches. The 
flowers are usually grouped together in clusters of seven and the leaves are lanceolate. The 
large fruits are cylindrical, cone or bell-shaped (TSSC, 2006). 

Eucalyptus paludicola is distinguished from Eucalyptus cosmophylla in the field by its 
predominantly seven-flowered inflorescences (three-flowered in E. cosmophylla), erect tree 
habit, longer pedicles and peduncles, thinner adult and juvenile leaves, thick rough bark on 
mature trees and its swampy habitat (Nicolle, 1995).  

Conservation Status 
The Mount Compass Swamp Gum is listed as endangered. This species is eligible for listing 
as endangered under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 
(Cwlth) (EPBC Act) as, in 2006, the Minister considered the Threatened Species Scientific 
Committee’s (TSSC) advice under section 189 of the EPBC Act and amended the list under 
section 184 to include the Mount Compass Swamp Gum. The TSSC determined that this 
species met Criterion 2 of their eligibility criteria (TSSC, 2006). The species is also listed as 
vulnerable under Schedule 8 of the National Parks and Wildlife Act 1972 (South Australia).  

Distribution and Habitat 
Mount Compass Swamp Gum occurs in two locations in South Australia, on Fleurieu Peninsula 
and Kangaroo Island. On Fleurieu Peninsula, it grows on the eastern and southern side of the 
Mount Lofty Range watershed, and on Kangaroo Island, it is found on the western side of Cape 
Bouguer Wilderness Area. This species occurs within the Adelaide and Mount Lofty Ranges 
and Kangaroo Island (South Australia) Natural Resource Management Regions. 

The species is associated with seasonally swampy areas, depressions and broad gullies, or 
occasionally on hillsides near permanent creeks where the soil is waterlogged over winter 
(ANRA, 2008). The distribution of Mount Compass Swamp Gum is highly fragmented, with 
about 15 known subpopulations. The current extent of occurrence of Mount Compass Swamp 
Gum is estimated to be 270 km2 on Fleurieu Peninsula and 0.6 km2 on Kangaroo Island (TSSC, 
2006).  

The distribution of this species is not known to overlap with any EPBC Act-listed threatened 
ecological communities. 

Threats 
The main identified threats to Mount Compass Swamp Gum are the drainage of Fleurieu 
swamps; broad scale vegetation clearing; road works; grazing pressure; habitat fragmentation; 
and invasion of exotic weeds, especially Gorse (Ulex europaeus), Blackberry 
(Rubus fruticosus), and Montpellier Broom (Genista monspessulana).  



This Conservation Advice was approved by the Minister / Delegate of the Minister on: 
3/7/2008 

Eucalyptus paludicola Conservation Advice - Page 2 of 4  

The main potential threats to Mount Compass Swamp Gum include fire; dieback caused by 
Phytophthora cinnamomi; and altered hydrology.  

Research Priorities 
Research priorities that would inform future regional and local priority actions include: 
• Design and implement a monitoring program. 
• More precisely assess population size, distribution, ecological requirements and the relative 

impacts of threatening processes. 
• Undertake survey work in suitable habitat and potential habitat to locate any additional 

populations/occurrences/remnants, especially in swamp areas on western Kangaroo Island, 
which are unlikely to have been searched for this species.  

• Undertake seed germination and/or vegetative propagation trials to determine the 
requirements for successful establishment.  

• Clarify the taxonomic status of this species. 

Regional Priority Actions  
The following regional priority recovery and threat abatement actions can be done to support 
the recovery of Mount Compass Swamp Gum. 

Habitat Loss, Disturbance and Modification 
• Identify populations of high conservation priority. 
• Ensure road widening and maintenance activities (or other infrastructure or development 

activities) involving substrate or vegetation disturbance in areas where Mount Compass 
Swamp Gum occurs do not adversely impact on known populations. 

• Manage any changes to hydrology that may result in changes to the water table levels or 
increased run-off. 

• Manage any disruptions to water flows. 

Trampling, Browsing or Grazing 
• Develop and implement a stock management plan for roadside verges and travelling stock 

routes. 

Conservation Information 
• Raise awareness of Mount Compass Swamp Gum within the local community. 

Enable Recovery of Additional Sites and/or Populations 
• Undertake appropriate seed collection and storage. 
• Investigate options for linking, enhancing or establishing additional populations. 
• Implement national translocation protocols (Vallee et al., 2004) if establishing additional 

populations is considered necessary and feasible. 

Local Priority Actions 
The following local priority recovery and threat abatement actions can be done to support the 
recovery of Mount Compass Swamp Gum. 

Habitat Loss, Disturbance and Modification 
• Monitor the progress of recovery, including the effectiveness of management actions and 

the need to adapt them if necessary.  
• Minimise adverse impacts from land use at known sites. Forestry activities should not be 

conducted near swamps that are dependent on surface water (CCSA, 2006).  
• Protect populations of the listed species through the development of further conservation 

agreements and/or covenants. 
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Fire 
• Develop and implement a suitable fire management strategy for Mount Compass Swamp 

Gum. 
• Identify appropriate intensity and interval of fire to promote seed germination and 

vegetation regeneration. 
• Provide maps of known occurrences to local and state Rural Fire Services and seek 

inclusion of mitigative measures in bush fire risk management plans, risk register and/or 
operation maps. 

Invasive Weeds 
• Identify and remove weeds in the local area, especially Gorse, Blackberry and Broom, 

using appropriate methods.   
• Manage sites to prevent introduction of invasive weeds, which could become a threat to 

Mount Compass Swamp Gum, using appropriate methods. 
• Ensure chemicals or other mechanisms used to eradicate weeds do not have a significant 

adverse impact on Mount Compass Swamp Gum. 

Trampling, Browsing or Grazing 
• Prevent grazing pressure at known sites on leased crown land through exclusion fencing or 

other barriers. 

Diseases, Fungi and Parasites 
• Develop and implement suitable hygiene protocols to protect known sites from outbreaks of 

dieback caused by Phytophthora cinnamomi.  
 

This list does not necessarily encompass all actions that may be of benefit to Mount Compass 
Swamp Gum, but highlights those that are considered to be of highest priority at the time of 
preparing the conservation advice.  

Existing Plans/Management Prescriptions that are Relevant to the Species 

• Adelaide and Mount Lofty Ranges Regional Recovery Pilot (DEH, 2007),  
• Blackberry, Rubus fruticosus: Best Practice Management Guide (Bruzzese et al., 2000),  
• Threat Abatement Plan for Dieback Caused by the Root-Rot Fungus Phytophthora 

cinnamomi (EA, 2001), as this species may be susceptible to this fungus, and  
• Kangaroo Island “Here to Stay” Investment Strategy 2007–2010 (KI NRM Board, 2007). 

These prescriptions were current at the time of publishing; please refer to the relevant agency’s 
website for any updated versions.  
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