
The Minister transferred this species from the vulnerable to the endangered category, effective from 
26/02/2013. 

Eucalyptus alligatrix subsp. limaensis (Lima stringybark) Listing Advice 
Page 1 of 5 

Advice to the Minister for Sustainability, Environment, Water, Population & Communities 
from the Threatened Species Scientific Committee (the Committee) 

on amendment to the list of Threatened Species 
under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act) 
 

1. Reason for Conservation Assessment by the Committee 
This advice follows assessment of information gathered through the Commonwealth’s 
partnership agreement with Victoria, which is aimed at systematically reviewing species that 
are inconsistently listed under the EPBC Act and relevant Victorian legislation/lists. 

This species was originally listed as vulnerable under the EPBC Act’s predecessor, the 
Endangered Species Protection Act 1992, and its vulnerable status was retained when the 
EPBC Act came into force. The Committee provides the following assessment of the 
appropriateness of the species’ transfer to the endangered category of the EPBC Act list of 
threatened species. 
 
Eucalyptus alligatrix subsp. limaensis (Lima stringybark) 
 
2. Summary of Species Details 
Taxonomy Conventionally accepted as Eucalyptus alligatrix subsp. 

limaensis. Brooker, Slee & J.D.Briggs (CHAH, 2006). 

State/Territory Listing 
Status 

Listed as declared rare flora that is rare or likely to become 
extinct under the Victorian Flora and Fauna Guarantee Act 
1988. Managed as endangered by the Victorian Government 
(DSE, 2005). 

Description The Lima stringybark is a tree, growing to 30 m high, with rough 
bark persisting to small branches (Brooker and Slee, 1995; 
Walsh and Entwisle, 1996). Mature trees develop adult leaves 
which are lanceolate (long, wider in the middle) to falcate 
(shaped like a sickle), shiny and olive in colour (Walsh and 
Entwisle, 1996). Cone or bell-shaped fruit occur in threes, and 
are 4–5 mm wide and 3.5–5 mm long (Brooker and Slee, 1995). 

Distribution Endemic to Victoria. The Lima stringybark occupies a small area 
in a valley in the Lima and Swanpool region, east of the 
Strathbogie Ranges in north-eastern Victoria. The taxon is 
generally found around 220 m above sea level (DSE, 2008). 

The majority of specimens are located on roadsides, with 
smaller numbers as scattered trees in paddocks. Trees are 
known to occur at about 138 sites (DSE, 2010). 

Relevant 
Biology/Ecology 

Generally occurs on unconsolidated sediments in valleys with 
dark grey or brown gritty loam soil and is commonly found 
amongst one or more of the following species: 
Eucalyptus macrorrhyncha, E. radiata, E. polyanthemos, E. 
melliodora, E. goniocalyx, Acacia melanoxylon, A. mearnsii, A. 
dealbata and A. pravissima (DSE, 2008). 

Almost all populations are subject to severe habitat degradation 
which is primarily indicated by the loss of understorey species 
and subsequent weed invasion and lack of natural regeneration 
of the species. The regenerative potential for the Lima 
Stringybark is more likely to increase if threats are controlled. 
Most sites are so degraded that the complete restoration of the 
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vegetation community will be difficult. Management of exotic 
grasses, particularly Phalaris (Phalaris spp.), at many sites will 
be the biggest challenge in the recovery of this species (DSE, 
2008). 

Threats  

Known Known threats include ring-barking of trunks by stock, soil 
degradation, weed invasion, isolation/fragmentation, loss of 
associated species, slashing, disturbance by removal of fallen 
timber, grazing and loss of genetic variability (Murphy & Downe, 
2006). 

Potential Clearing is a potential threat. 

 

3. Public Consultation 
Notice of the proposed amendment was made available for public comment for 30 business 
days. No comments were received. 

 

4. How judged by the Committee in relation to the EPBC Act criteria and Regulations 
 
Criterion 1: It has undergone, is suspected to have undergone or is likely to undergo in the 

immediate future a very severe, severe or substantial reduction in numbers 

Not eligible 
Criterion element Evidence 

Reduction in numbers Insufficient data – The Lima stringybark is assumed to have 
been plentiful prior to European settlement with several 
thousand mature individuals (DSE, 2008). The current 
population is 1031 mature individuals (DSE, 2012). However, 
there are insufficient data to indicate whether the severity of 
the decline in numbers occurred over the relevant timeframe to 
meet this criterion. 

 

Criterion 2: Its geographic distribution is precarious for the survival of the species and is 
very restricted, restricted or limited 

Eligible for listing as endangered 
Criterion element Evidence 
Geographic distribution 

AND 

 
Geographic distribution 
precarious 

Restricted – The extent of occurrence is 113 km2 and area of 
occupancy is 54 km2 (DSEWPAC, 2011). 

 

Yes – The distribution of the Lima stringybark is precarious for 
the survival of the species due to a number of ongoing threats 
causing severe fragmentation and an inferred continuing 
decline in the number of mature individuals. 

Many of the 138 populations consist of single trees. Ongoing 
threats impacting on the species include ring-barking by stock, 
soil degradation, weed invasion, isolation/fragmentation, loss  
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 of associated species, slashing, removal of fallen timber and 
genetic variability (Murphy and Downe, 2006). 

In 2005, a survey of 485 individuals across 14 sites indicated 
that there is very little recruitment of the Lima stringybark, with 
seedlings found at three sites and immature seedlings found at 
seven sites (Mentiplay-Smith, 2005). The Lima stringybark is 
assumed to have been plentiful prior to European settlement 
with several thousand mature individuals (DSE, 2008). The 
current population is 1031 mature individuals, therefore there is 
an inferred continuing decline in numbers. 

 

Criterion 3: The estimated total number of mature individuals is very low, low or limited; 
and either 
(a) evidence suggests that the number will continue to decline at a very high, 
high or substantial rate; or 
(b) the number is likely to continue to decline and its geographic distribution is 
precarious for its survival 

Eligible for listing as endangered 
Criterion element Evidence 
Total no. of mature 
individuals 

AND 

Low – 1031 trees remain in the wild (DSE, 2012). 

Continued rate of decline  Insufficient data – A continued decline of this species is 
inferred, however there is insufficient evidence to indicate a 
rate of decline (DSE, 2008). 

OR 

Total no. of mature 
individuals  

AND 

Low – 1031 trees remain in the wild (DSE, 2012). 

Continued decline likely 

AND 

Yes – As mentioned in Criterion 2, continuing decline in the 
number of mature individuals is inferred due to the number of 
current ongoing threats impacting on the species. 

Geographic distribution 
precarious 

Yes – For reasons stated in criterion 2, the geographic 
distribution is precarious due to fragmented populations, an 
inferred continuing decline, and a number of ongoing threats 
impacting the species. 

 
Criterion 4: The estimated total number of mature individuals is extremely low, very low or 

low 

Not eligible 
Criterion element Evidence 
Total no. of mature 
individuals 

Not low – There are 1031 trees remaining in the wild (DSE, 
2010) which does not meet the threshold for this criterion. 
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Criterion 5: Probability of extinction in the wild that is at least 
 (a) 50% in the immediate future; or 
 (b) 20% in the near future; or 
 (c) 10% in the medium-term future 
 
Not eligible 
Criterion element Evidence 
Probability of extinction in 
the wild 

No data 

 
5. Recovery Plan 
A previous decision was made that there should be a recovery plan for the Lima stringybark, 
and the Committee recommends no change to that initial decision. A recovery plan for this 
species was prepared by the Victorian Department of Sustainability and Environment, and 
adopted under the EPBC Act, in 2006. 
 
6. Recommendations 

(i) The Committee recommends that the list referred to in section 178 of the EPBC Act 
be amended by transferring from the vulnerable category to the endangered 
category: 
Eucalyptus alligatrix subsp. limaensis 

(ii) The Committee recommends no change to the Minister’s initial recovery plan 
decision (to have a recovery plan for the species). 

 

Threatened Species Scientific Committee 

6 March 2011 
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