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Approved Conservation Advice 
(s266B of the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999). 

Approved Conservation Advice for 
Geophaps scripta scripta (Squatter Pigeon (southern)) 

This Conservation Advice has been developed based on the best available information at the 
time this conservation advice was approved.  

Description 
Geophaps scripta scripta, Family Columbidae, also known as the Squatter Pigeon (southern), 
is a medium-sized (approximately 30 cm long) ground-dwelling pigeon. Adults of both sexes 
are mostly grey-brown with black and white stripes on the face and throat, iridescent green or 
violet patches on the wings, a blue-grey lower breast and white flanks and lower belly. The 
two identified sub-species differ in the colouring of the facial skin; G. s. scripta has blue-grey 
orbital skin whilst G. s. peninsulae has red orbital skin (Higgins & Davies, 1996). 

Conservation Status 
The Squatter Pigeon (southern) is listed as vulnerable. This subspecies is eligible for listing 
as vulnerable under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 
(Cwlth) (EPBC Act) as, prior to commencement of the EBPC Act, it was listed as vulnerable 
under Schedule 1 of the Endangered Species Protection Act 1992 (Cwlth). It is also listed as 
vulnerable under the Nature Conservation Act 1992 (Queensland) and as endangered under 
the Threatened Species Conservation Act 1995 (NSW). 

Distribution and Habitat 
The Squatter Pigeon (southern) occurs on the inland slopes of the Great Dividing Range, with 
a distribution that extends from the Burdekin-Lynd divide in central Queensland, west to 
Charleville and Longreach, east to the coast from Prosperine to Port Curtis, and south to 
scattered sites in south-eastern Queensland. There have been no confirmed records of the 
Squatter Pigeon (southern) in NSW since the 1970s (Higgins & Davies 1996). The 
subspecies, which is suspected to occur as a single, contiguous breeding population, mostly 
inhabits grassy woodlands and open forests that are dominated by eucalypts (Frith, 1982; 
Storr, 1984; Higgins & Davies, 1996; Schodde & Mason, 1997; Garnett & Crowley, 2000). 
The Squatter Pigeon (southern) is considered to be resident in at least some parts of its range, 
but also appears to undertake some local movements (Lord, 1956).  

The Squatter Pigeon (southern) occurs within the Desert Channels, Burdekin, Mackay 
Whitsunday, Fitzroy, Burnett Mary, South East Queensland, Condamine, Border Rivers 
Maranoa-Balonne and South West Queensland Natural Resource Management Regions. 

The distribution of this subspecies overlaps with the following EPBC Act-listed threatened 
ecological communities: 

• Semi-evergreen vine thickets of the Brigalow Belt (north and south) and Nandewar 
Bioregions, 

• The community of native species dependent on natural discharge of groundwater from the 
Great Artesian Basin, 

• Bluegrass (Dichanthium spp.) dominant grasslands of the Brigalow Belt Bioregions (north 
and south), 

• Brigalow (Acacia harpophylla dominant and co-dominant), 
• White Box-Yellow Box-Blakely's Red Gum Grassy Woodland and Derived Native 

Grassland, and 
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• Swamp Tea-tree (Melaleuca irybana) Forest of south-east Queensland. 

Threats 
The main identified threats to the Squatter Pigeon (southern) include ongoing clearance of 
habitat for farming or development purposes; grazing of habitat by livestock and feral 
herbivores; and predation, especially by feral cats (Felis catus) and foxes (Vulpes vulpes) 
(Garnett, 1993; Garnett & Crowley, 2000; DECC NSW, 2005). 

Research Priorities 
Research priorities that would inform future regional and local priority actions include:  
• Identify preferred food plants, and the responses of these to fire and grazing regimes. 
• Determine patterns of dispersal or residency, and the factors that may determine these. 
• Assess reproductive success, and the factors that affect this. 

Regional and Local Priority Actions 
The following priority recovery and threat abatement actions can be done to support the 
recovery of the Squatter Pigeon (southern). 

Habitat Loss, Disturbance and Modification 

• Monitor known populations to identify key threats.  
• Monitor the progress of recovery, including the effectiveness of management actions and 

the need to adapt them if necessary.  
• Identify populations of high conservation priority. 
• Manage threats to areas of vegetation that support important populations of the Squatter 

Pigeon (southern). 
• Protect populations of the listed subspecies through the development of covenants, 

conservation agreements or inclusion in reserve tenure. 

Trampling, Browsing or Grazing 
• Develop and implement a stock management plan for key sites. 
• Develop and implement a management plan, or nominate an existing plan to be 

implemented, for the control and eradication of feral herbivores in areas inhabited by the 
Squatter Pigeon (southern). 

Animal Predation or Competition 
• Implement the appropriate recommendations outlined in the Threat Abatement Plan for 

Predation by Feral Cats (EA, 1999a) and the Threat Abatement Plan for Predation by the 
European Red Fox (EA, 1999b) in areas inhabited by the Squatter Pigeon (southern). 

Conservation Information 
• Raise awareness of the Squatter Pigeon (southern) within the local community, 

particularly among land managers. 
 

This list does not necessarily encompass all actions that may be of benefit to this subspecies, 
but highlights those that are considered to be of highest priority at the time of preparing the 
conservation advice. 

Existing Plans/Management Prescriptions that are Relevant to the Species 
• Threat Abatement Plan for Predation by Feral Cats (EA, 1999a), 
• Threat Abatement Plan for Predation by the European Red Fox (EA, 1999b), and  
• Action Plan for Australian Birds (Garnett and Crowley 2000). 
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These prescriptions were current at the time of publishing; please refer to the relevant 
agency’s website for any updated versions.  
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