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Approved Conservation Advice for 
Grevillea guthrieana 

(s266B of the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999) 

This Conservation Advice has been developed based on the best available information at the 
time this Conservation Advice was approved; this includes existing plans, records or 
management prescriptions for this species. 

Description 
Grevillea guthrieana, Family Proteaceae, is a spreading shrub to 2 m high or occasionally to 4 
m high.  The branchlets are covered with long hairs when young and the leaf under-surface is 
also hairy.  The narrow leaves are 2–6 cm long and less than 1 cm wide.  The flowers are 
green and maroon and form at the end of the branchlets.  Flowering occurs mainly in spring 
but can continue throughout summer and fruits in spring early summer (NSW NPWS, 2003a).   

Conservation Status 
Grevillea guthrieana is listed as endangered.  This species is eligible for listing as 
endangered under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 
(Cwlth) (EPBC Act) as, prior to the commencement of the EPBC Act, it was listed as 
endangered under Schedule 1 of the Endangered Species Protection Act 1992 (Cwlth).  The 
Grevillea guthrieana is also listed as endangered under the Threatened Species Conservation 
Act 1995 (New South Wales). 

Distribution and Habitat 
Grevillea guthrieana is known from three areas on the mid-north coast of New South Wales, 
namely the Carrai Plateau west of Kempsey, near Mount Banda Banda north-west of 
Wauchope, and east of Booral (between Bulahdelah and Stroud) (NSW NPWS, 2003a).  
Surveys conducted as part of the Boonanghi Nature Reserve Plan of Management in 2003 
reported that this species had also been recorded in this reserve (NSW NPWS, 2003b). 

The main populations at Carrai Plateau and near Booral are about 200 km apart.  Seven 
populations are known to occur on the Carrai Plateau.  These populations either occur on and 
near the top of very steep rocky slopes or cliffs, or near rocky creek lines and are currently 
known from the west, south-west, north-east and north edges of the plateau.  The total number 
of individual plants is estimated to be more than 10 000. The number of plants in all 
populations on the Carrai Plateau is estimated to be around 5000.  A small population of 200 
plants occurs on the top of a small cliff just north-west of Mount Banda Banda.  At Booral 
Creek the population is estimated to be 5000 plants.  There are no historical records of this 
species from any localities other than its current known areas of occurrence (NSW NPWS, 
2003a). This species is found in National Parks, State Forests, on Crown Land and Private 
property.    

The habitat, in which this species is found, differs on Carrai Plateau and near Mount Banda 
Banda, from the habitat near Booral.  Carrai Plateau and Mount Banda Banda populations 
occur as part of the rugged, steeply dissected eastern escarpment, between the coast and the 
tablelands at an altitude of 700–1000 m. These populations occur in shrubland communities, 
with occasional small trees, on rocky sites and extend into open forest communities near these 
rocky areas one of the Carrai populations is also along a creek line hundreds of metres from 
the escarpment.   At Booral Creek this species occurs along and near creek lines draining a 
small range of hills in the coastal hinterland.  Slopes are gentle to moderately steep and at an 
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altitude of 20–130 m.  These populations occur in either riparian community or in open forest 
with dense shrubby under-story on lower slopes near these creeks (NSW NPWS, 2003a). 
This species occurs within the NSW North Coast Bioregion and the Northern Rivers and 
Hunter-Central Rivers Natural Resource Management Regions. 

The distribution of this species is not known to overlap with any EPBC Act-listed threatened 
ecological community. 

Threats 
The main identified threats to Grevillea guthrieana occur on private property and include 
invasion by weeds such as Lantana (Lantana camara) and Mist Flower (Ageratina riparia) , 
as greater levels of disturbance on private property encourage invasive weeds.  Other threats 
that have been identified on private property include clearing, road construction and 
maintenance, logging and grazing (Quinn et al., 1995; NSW NPWS, 2003a). 

The main potential threats to Grevillea guthrieana include inappropriate fire regimes, 
browsing by goats, weed invasion and recreational disturbance (NSW NPWS, 2003a; 
DECCW, 2005). 

Research Priorities 
Research priorities that would inform future regional and local priority actions include: 
• Design and implement a monitoring program or, if appropriate, support and enhance 

existing programs. 
• More precisely assess population size, distribution, ecological requirements and the 

relative impacts of threatening processes. 
• Undertake survey work in suitable habitat and potential habitat to locate any additional 

populations. 
• Undertake research on seed bank dynamics in situ and find out how long seed remains 

viable  
• Identify optimal fire regimes for regeneration (vegetative regrowth and/or seed 

germination), and response to other prevailing fire regimes. 
 
Regional Priority Actions  
The following regional priority recovery and threat abatement actions can be done to support 
the recovery of Grevillea guthrieana. 

Habitat Loss, Disturbance and Modification 
• Monitor known populations to identify key threats.  
• Monitor the progress of recovery, including the effectiveness of management actions and 

the need to adapt them if necessary.  
• Identify populations of high conservation priority. 
• Ensure there is no inappropriate disturbance in areas where Grevillea guthrieana occurs, 

excluding necessary actions to manage the conservation of the species. 
• Investigate formal conservation arrangements, management agreements and covenants on 

private land, and for crown and private land investigate and/or secure inclusion in reserve 
tenure if possible. 

• Manage any other known, potential or emerging threats. 
Invasive Weeds 
• Develop and implement a management plan for the control of Lantana (Lantana camara) 

and Mist Flower (Ageratina riparia) in the region. 
• Ensure chemicals or other mechanisms used to eradicate weeds do not have a significant 

adverse impact on Grevillea guthrieana.  
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Trampling, Browsing or Grazing   
• If necessary, implement a management plan for the control and/or eradication of feral 

goats in the region. 

Fire 
• Develop and implement a suitable fire management strategy for the habitat of Grevillea 

guthrieana. 
• Ensure new records and known occurrences within NSW are provided to NSW DECCW 

for entry into the NSW Wildlife Atlas to ensure up to date data is available for impact 
assessment and fire planning. 

Conservation Information 
• Raise awareness of Grevillea guthrieana within the local community.  
• Engage with private landholders and land managers responsible for the land on which 

populations occur and encourage these key stakeholders to contribute to the 
implementation of conservation management actions. 

Enable Recovery of Additional Sites and/or Populations 
• Undertake appropriate seed collection and storage. 
• Implement national translocation protocols (Vallee et al., 2004) if establishing additional 

populations is considered necessary and feasible.  

Local Priority Actions  
The following local priority recovery and threat abatement actions can be done to support the 
recovery of Grevillea guthrieana. 
Habitat Loss, Disturbance and Modification 
• Control access routes to suitably constrain public access to known sites on public land. 
• Suitably control and manage access on private land and other land tenure. 
• Minimise adverse impacts from land use at known sites. 
• Protect populations of the listed species through the development of conservation 

agreements and/or covenants. 

Invasive Weeds 
• Identify and remove weeds in the local area, which could become a threat to Grevillea 

guthrieana, using appropriate methods.   
• Manage sites to prevent introduction of invasive weeds, which could become a threat to 

Grevillea guthrieana, using appropriate methods. 
Trampling, Browsing or Grazing   
• If livestock occurs in the area, ensure land owners/managers use an appropriate 

management regime and density that does not detrimentally affect this species. 
• Where appropriate, manage total grazing pressure and important sites through exclusion 

fencing or other barriers. 

Fire 
• Implement an appropriate fire management regime for local populations. 

 
This list does not necessarily encompass all actions that may be of benefit to Grevillea 
guthrieana, but highlights those that are considered to be of highest priority at the time of 
preparing the Conservation Advice.  

Existing Plans/Management Prescriptions that are Relevant to the Species 

• Threat Abatement Plan for competition and land degradation by unmanaged goats 
(DEWHA, 2008). 
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• Draft Recovery Plan for Grevillea guthrieana (NSW NPWS, 2003a)  

These prescriptions were current at the time of publishing; please refer to the relevant 
agency’s website for any updated versions.  

Information Sources: 
Department of Environment and Conservation (DEC, 2005).  Guthrie’s Grevillea (Grevillea 
Guthrieana) – Profile.  Department of Environment, Climate Change and Water, New South 
Wales. 

Department of Environment, Water, Heritage and the Arts (DEWHA, 2008).  Threat 
Abatement Plan for competition and land degradation by unmanaged goats. Department of 
Environment, Water, Heritage and the Arts, Canberra.  Available on the Internet at: 
http://www.environment.gov.au/biodiversity/threatened/publications/tap/pubs/tap-goat-
report.pdf 

New South Wales National Parks and Wildlife Service (NSW NPWS) (2003a).  Preliminary 
Draft Recovery Plan for Grevillea guthrieana, unpub. report for NSW National Parks and 
Wildlife Service, Hurstville. 

New South Wales National Parks and Wildlife Service (NSW NPWS) (2003b).  Boonanghi 
Nature Reserve plan of management. NSW National Parks and Wildlife Service, Hurstville.  
Available on the Internet at: 
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/resources/parks/pomFinalBoonanghi.pdf 
Quinn F, Williams JB, Gross CL and Bruhl J (1995). Report on rare and threatened plants of 
north-eastern New South Wales. Armidale: University of New England.  

Vallee L, Hogbin T, Monks L, Makinson B, Matthes M and Rossetto M (2004). Guidelines 
for the Translocation of Threatened Plants in Australia - Second Edition, Australian Network 
for Plant Conservation, Canberra.  
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