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Approved Conservation Advice  
(s266B of the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999) 

Approved Conservation Advice for 
Grevillea pythara (Pythara Grevillea) 

This Conservation Advice has been developed based on the best available information at the 
time this Conservation Advice was approved; this includes existing plans, records or 
management prescriptions for this species. 

Description 
Grevillea pythara, Family Proteaceae, also known as Pythara Grevillea, is a low, upright shrub 
6–30 cm high, producing plants from root suckers. Flowers are 10-15 mm long (excluding the 
style) (Western Australian Herbarium 2008), red with a blue to black border on the tepal 
(“petal”) margins around the limb (Patrick & Brown, 2001). The leaves are 7–16 mm long and 
1.5–4 mm wide, narrow, greyish-green and covered with long, soft, fine hairs. They also have 
downward-curving margins and a pointed tip (Phillimore et al., 2001). The species flowers 
mainly between July and December, but also sporadically at other times of the year (CALM, 
2001). The size of the fruits is not known (Western Australian Herbarium 2008). 

Conservation Status 
Pythara Grevillea is listed as endangered. This species is eligible for listing as endangered 
under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (Cwlth) (EPBC 
Act) as, prior to the commencement of the EPBC Act, it was listed as endangered under 
Schedule 1 of the Endangered Species Protection Act 1992 (Cwlth). The species was also 
listed as rare under the Wildlife Conservation Act 1950 (Western Australia) in 1994 and was 
ranked as critically endangered in 1995 (Phillimore et al., 2001).  

Distribution and Habitat   
Pythara Grevillea is endemic to Western Australia, where it is restricted to Pithara, south-west 
of Dalwallinu (Phillimore et al., 2001). It is known from only one population which occurs as 
three discrete groups over less than 1 km of road verge. Less than 300 plants are known 
(Patrick & Brown, 2001; Phillimore et al., 2001). This species occurs within the Avon 
(Western Australia) Natural Resource Management Region. 

Pythara Grevillea grows in brown gravelly, sandy loam on a weedy, disturbed road reserve 
with remnant native species including Actinostrobus sp., Conospermum stoechadis, Dampiera 
spp., Keraudrenia spp., and Gastrolobium spp. (Phillimore et al., 2001). 

The distribution of this species is not known to overlap with any EPBC Act-listed threatened 
ecological communities. 

Threats 
The main identified threats to Pythara Grevillea are small population size and the significant 
weed invasion of its current habitat (Olde & Marriott, 1993; Papenfus et al., 1997; Brown et 
al., 1998; Patrick & Brown, 2001; Phillimore et al., 2001). Other threats include grazing and 
trampling by passing stock; competition from native species such as Dampiera lavandulacea; 
and road maintenance activities (Papenfus et al., 1997; CALM, 2001; Phillimore et al., 2001). 

The main potential threats to the Pythara Grevillea include salinisation; inappropriate fire 
regimes; chemical drift from nearby farms; and grazing by feral rabbits (Oryctolagus  
cuniculus) (Phillimore et al., 2001). 
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Research Priorities 
Research priorities that would inform future regional and local priority actions include: 
• More precisely assess population size, distribution, ecological requirements, and the 

relative impacts of threatening processes. 
• Undertake survey work in suitable habitat and potential habitat to locate any additional 

populations/occurrences/remnants. 
• Undertake seed germination and/or vegetative propagation trials to determine the 

requirements for successful establishment. 
• Research the fire ecology of Pythara Grevillea and identify appropriate interval and 

intensity of fire (Phillimore et al., 2001).  
• Research the impact of salinity on Pythara Grevillea and its habitat (Phillimore et al., 

2001).  

Regional and Local Priority Actions 
The following priority recovery and threat abatement actions can be done to support the 
recovery of Pythara Grevillea. 

Habitat Loss, Disturbance and Modification 
• Monitor known populations to identify key threats. 
• Monitor the progress of recovery, including the effectiveness of management actions and 

the need to adapt them if necessary. 
• Identify populations of high conservation priority. 
• Ensure mechanisms used to eradicate weeds and agricultural chemicals (that also may be 

used on adjacent lands) do not have a significant adverse impact on Pythara Grevillea. 
• Ensure road widening and maintenance activities (or other infrastructure or development 

activities) involving substrate or vegetation disturbance in areas where Pythara Grevillea 
occurs do not adversely impact on known populations. 

• If appropriate, manage any changes to hydrology that may result in changes to the water 
table levels, increased run-off, or salinity. 

• If populations are located on private land, investigate formal conservation arrangements 
such as the use of covenants, conservation agreements or inclusion in reserve tenure. 

Invasive Weeds 
• Develop and implement a management plan for the control of exotic weeds and the native 

plant Dampiera lavandulacea in the local region using best practice methods.These 
include direct application of broad-spectrum, non-residual herbicides for exotic weeds, 
and hand-weeding of Dampiera lavandulacea (Phillimore et al., 2001). 

• Manage sites to prevent introduction of invasive weeds, which could become a threat to 
the Pythara Grevillea, using appropriate methods. 

Trampling, Browsing or Grazing 
• Develop and implement a stock management plan for roadside verges. 
• Implement the Threat Abatement Plan for the control and eradication of feral rabbits in 

the local region. 

Fire 
• Develop and implement a suitable fire management strategy for Pythara Grevillea. 
• Provide maps of known occurrences to local and state Rural Fire Services and seek 

inclusion of mitigative measures in bush fire risk management plans, risk register and/or 
operation maps. 

Conservation Information 
• Raise awareness of Pythara Grevillea within the local community and the land manager. 

Grevillea pythara Conservation Advice - Page 2 of 3  



This Conservation Advice was approved by the Minister / Delegate of the Minister on: 
1/10/2008 

Enable Recovery of Additional Sites and/or Populations 
• Undertake appropriate seed collection and storage. 
• Investigate options for linking, enhancing or establishing additional populations. 
• Implement national translocation protocols (Vallee et al., 2004) if establishing additional 

populations is considered necessary and feasible.  
 
This list does not necessarily encompass all actions that may be of benefit to Pythara 
Grevillea, but highlights those that are considered to be of highest priority at the time of 
preparing the conservation advice.  

Existing Plans/Management Prescriptions that are Relevant to the Species 

• Interim Recovery Plan for Pythara Grevillea details (Phillimore et al., 2001), 
• Threat Abatement Plan for Competition and Land Degradation by Feral Rabbits (EA, 

1999), and 
• Declared Rare and Poorly Known Flora in the Moora District (Patrick & Brown, 2001).  

These prescriptions were current at the time of publishing; please refer to the relevant 
agency’s website for any updated versions.  
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