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Approved conservation advice 
(s266B of the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999) 

Approved Conservation Advice for 
Eucalyptus sp. Norseman (S.D. Hopper 2936) (Jimberlana Mallee)  

 

This Conservation Advice has been developed based on the best available information at the 
time this conservation advice was approved.  

Description 
Eucalyptus sp. Norseman (S.D. Hopper 2936), Family Myrtaceae, also known as Jimberlana 
Mallee, now has the accepted scientific name E. platydisca (CHAH, 2007). It is an erect, 
multi-stemmed mallee that grows to 4 m tall and resprouts from its lignotuber after fire. The 
bark is smooth, and mottled in shades of grey. The crown leaves are stiff, narrow, dull and 
grey-green. Buds occur in the axils of leaves in clusters of seven and are diamond-shaped, 
around 12–15 mm long and 8–9 mm wide. Flowers are white and fruit are cup-shaped to 
conical with a more or less flat top, 11–16 mm wide. Juvenile leaves occur opposite each 
other on the stem, are sessile or shortly stalked, narrow lanceolate and bluish to grey-green.  

Conservation Status 
Jimberlana Mallee is listed as vulnerable. This species is eligible for listing as vulnerable 
under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (Cwlth) (EPBC 
Act) as, prior to the commencement of the EPBC Act, it was listed as vulnerable under 
Schedule 1 of the Endangered Species Protection Act 1992 (Cwlth), as Eucalyptus sp. 
Norseman (L.A.S.Johnson & K.Hill ms.). This species is also listed as rare flora under the 
Wildlife Conservation Act 1950 (Western Australia). 

Distribution and Habitat 
Jimberlana Mallee occurs within the Goldfields region of Western Australia, in the area 
generally known as the Dundas Hills. It is restricted to two granite hills east of Norseman, viz. 
Jimberlana Hill and Mount Norcott. Around 200 plants occur at Jimberlana Hill and an 
unknown but probably larger number at Mount Norcott. The soil is poorly developed reddish 
sandy loam among small stones and large boulders. Associated species include the mallees E. 
longissima and E. griffithsii, and Triodia hummock grasses. This species occurs within the 
Rangelands (Western Australia) Natural Resource Management Region. 

The distribution of this species is not known to overlap with any EPBC Act-listed threatened 
ecological communities. 

Threats 
The main identified threats to Jimberlana Mallee are its small population size, mineral 
exploration and mining, unauthorised seed collection (it has relatively large and attractive 
buds and flowers) and botanical collection. These latter two threats are exacerbated by the 
easy accessibility of its localities. 

Other potential threats include weed establishment and competition, wildfire and fires 
originating from the visitor parking areas adjacent to sites such as Jimberlana Hill (Kelly et 
al., 1995; Nicolle & Brooker, 2006). 

Research Priorities 
Research priorities that would inform future regional and local priority actions include: 
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• More precisely assess population size, distribution, ecological requirements and the 
relative impacts of threatening processes. 

• Design and implement a monitoring program. 
• Research the reproductive success in known populations. 
• Investigate seed retention/release in relation to environmental factors, especially fire and 

extended dry periods, and seedling recruitment.  
• Undertake seed germination and/or vegetative propagation trials to determine the 

requirements for successful establishment. 

Regional and Local Priority Actions 
The following priority recovery and threat abatement actions can be done to support the 
recovery of Jimberlana Mallee.  

Habitat Loss, Disturbance and Modification 
• Manage threats to areas of vegetation that contain populations/occurrences/remnants of 

Jimberlana Mallee. 
• Monitor known populations to identify key threats. 
• Minimise adverse impacts from land use at known sites. 
• Monitor the progress of recovery, including the effectiveness of management actions and 

the need to adapt them if necessary. 
• Ensure chemicals or other mechanisms used to eradicate weeds do not have a significant 

adverse impact on Jimberlana Mallee. 
• Ensure road widening and maintenance, quarrying, mining or other infrastructure or 

development activities involving substrate or vegetation disturbance in areas where the 
species occurs do not adversely impact on known populations. 

• Manage any changes to hydrology which may result in changes to the water table levels, 
increased run-off, sedimentation or pollution. 

• Investigate formal conservation arrangements such as the use of covenants, conservation 
agreements or inclusion in reserve tenure. 

• Control access routes to suitably constrain public access to known sites on public land. 
• Undertake survey work in suitable habitat and potential habitat to locate any additional 

populations/occurrences/remnants. 

Fire 
• Develop and implement a suitable fire management strategy for Jimberlana Mallee. 
• Provide maps of known occurrences to local and state rural fire services and seek 

inclusion of mitigative measures in bush fire risk management plans, risk register and/or 
operation maps. 

• Implement an appropriate fire management regime for local populations. 

Conservation Information 
• Raise awareness of Jimberlana Mallee within the local community and with visitors to 

locations where the species occurs, including about the adverse impacts of collecting buds 
and flowers. 

Enable Recovery of Additional Sites and/or Populations  
• Undertake appropriate seed collection and storage. 
• Implement national translocation protocols (Vallee et al., 2004) if establishing additional 

populations is considered necessary and feasible.   

Invasive Weeds 
• Identify and remove weeds in the local area, which could become a threat to the species, 

using appropriate methods. Specific control method should be by pulling out by hand or 
spraying.  
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• Manage sites to prevent introduction of invasive weeds, which could become a threat to 
Jimberlana Mallee, using appropriate methods. 

This list does not necessarily encompass all actions that may be of benefit to Jimberlana 
Mallee, but highlights those that are considered to be of highest priority at the time of 
preparing the conservation advice. 
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