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Approved Conservation Advice  
(s266B of the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999) 

Approved Conservation Advice for 
Livistona lanuginosa (Waxy Cabbage Palm) 

This Conservation Advice has been developed based on the best available information at the 
time this conservation advice was approved.  

Description 
Livistona lanuginosa, Family Arecaceae, also known as Waxy Cabbage Palm, Cape River 
Fan Palm, Ravenswood Palm, Halifax Fan Palm and Burdekin Palm, is a single-stemmed 
palm to 20 m. Leaf stalks are triangular in cross section and 1.5–2 m long, at first densely 
whitish-woolly over most of their length. Leaf blades are 1.3–1.9 m long and fan shaped, the 
surfaces appearing pale bluish-grey, especially the lower surface that has a persistent thick 
coating of white wax that is readily rubbed off. Fruits are 3.3–3.6 cm long and dark purplish-
brown. The abundant woolly scales on the leaf stalks and the large brownish fruits are 
diagnostic for the species (Rodd, 1998). 

Conservation Status 
Waxy Cabbage Palm is listed as vulnerable. This species is eligible for listing as vulnerable 
under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (Cwlth) (EPBC 
Act) as, prior to the commencement of the EPBC Act, it was listed as vulnerable under 
Schedule 1 of the Endangered Species Protection Act 1992 (Cwlth). Waxy Cabbage Palm is 
also listed as vulnerable under the Nature Conservation Act 1992 (Queensland). 

Distribution and Habitat 
Waxy Cabbage Palm is endemic to the Burdekin River basin in the North Kennedy Pastoral 
District, north-eastern Queensland. It is known to occur only along sandy river and creek 
channels that flow only for part of the year but with permanent pools or soaks (Rodd, 1998). 
Recent collections have extended its known range: Lulu Pocket south of Ravenswood is the 
eastern extension of its range and Doongmabulla on the Carmichael River is the southern 
limit (EJ Thompson, 2001, pers. comm.). It is found at altitudes of 150–300 m above sea level 
(Rodd, 1998). There are seven known populations, but none occur in conservation reserves 
(Queensland Herbarium, 2008). However, all known populations occur in areas of remnant 
vegetation as defined under the Queensland Vegetation Management Act 1999 and are 
therefore currently protected from broad scale clearing. This species occurs within the 
Burdekin (Queensland) Natural Resource Management Region. 

The distribution of individuals along streams is scattered, with rare dense congregations. 
Population counts at eight of these sites occurring on pastoral leases indicate approximately 
5000 individuals in total, including 510 adult plants (Pettit & Dowe, 2004).  

The distribution of this species is not known to overlap with any EPBC Act-listed threatened 
ecological communities. 

Threats 

The main identified threats to the Waxy Cabbage Palm are fire (Price, 1999); trampling and 
grazing by stock; and clearing for agricultural development (Dowe, 1990; Price, 1999; Pettit 
& Dowe, 2004). 

The main potential threats to Waxy Cabbage Palm include dams that affect water level and 
flow in the area of occurrence (Dowe, 1990); and the introduction of invasive weeds. 
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Research Priorities 
Research priorities that would inform future regional and local priority actions include: 
• Design and implement a monitoring program. 
• More precisely assess population size, distribution, ecological requirements and the 

relative impacts of threatening processes.  
• Undertake grazing exclusion experiments to conclusively determine livestock grazing 

effects. 

Regional and Local Priority Actions  
The following priority recovery and threat abatement actions can be done to support the 
recovery of Waxy Cabbage Palm. 

Habitat Loss, Disturbance and Modification 
• Monitor known populations to identify key threats.  
• Monitor the progress of recovery, including the effectiveness of management actions and 

the need to adapt them if necessary.  
• Identify populations of high conservation priority. 
• Manage threats to areas of vegetation that contain populations/occurrences/remnants of 

Waxy Cabbage Palm. 
• Minimise adverse impacts from land use at known sites. 
• Ensure road widening and maintenance activities (or other infrastructure or development 

activities) in areas where Waxy Cabbage Palm occurs do not adversely impact on known 
populations. 

• Manage any changes to hydrology that may result in changes to the water table levels, 
increased run-off, sedimentation or pollution. 

• Manage any disruptions to water flows. 
• Investigate formal conservation arrangements such as the use of covenants, conservation 

agreements or inclusion in reserve tenure. 

Trampling, Browsing or Grazing 
• Develop and implement a stock management plan for roadside verges and travelling stock 

routes, particularly in riparian zones. 
• Prevent grazing pressure at known sites on leased crown land through exclusion fencing 

or other barriers. 

Fire 
• Develop and implement a suitable fire management strategy for Waxy Cabbage Palm. 
• Provide maps of known occurrences to local and state rural fire services and seek 

inclusion of mitigative measures in bush fire risk management plans, risk register and/or 
operation maps. 

Invasive Weeds 
• Manage sites to prevent introduction of invasive weeds, which could become a threat to 

Waxy Cabbage Palm, using appropriate methods. 
• Ensure chemical or other mechanisms used to eradicate weeds do not have a significant 

adverse impact on Waxy Cabbage Palm. 

Conservation Information 
• Raise awareness of the Waxy Cabbage Palm within the local community.  
 
This list does not necessarily encompass all actions that may be of benefit to Waxy Cabbage 
Palm, but highlights those that are considered to be of highest priority at the time of preparing 
the conservation advice.  
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