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Approved Conservation Advice  
(s266B of the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999) 

Approved Conservation Advice for 
Parsonsia larcomensis 

This Conservation Advice has been developed based on the best available information at the 
time this Conservation Advice was approved; this includes existing plans, records or 
management prescriptions for this species. 

Description 
Parsonsia larcomensis, Family Apocynaceae, is a low-growing, creeping, more or less hairless, 
semi-woody plant to 5 m long, attached to rocks or soil by roots arising from nodes of the stem. 
Leaves are leathery, hairless, on stalks 3–7 mm long, the blade 1.1–4.5 cm long, 1–2.2 cm wide, 
rounded or heart-shaped at the base, acute or tapering to a short terminal point at the apex, green 
above, blue-green below. Branched inflorescences of 5–12 flowers are borne at the ends of 
branches and in the angles between leaves and stems. The corolla is white; the basal part a tube 
7.5–8 mm long with five red spots in its top portion; the tube separates at the apex into spreading 
to downward-curved lobes 2–3 mm long. Fruits are slender, brown, cylindrical to spindle-shaped 
capsules 7–11 cm long, 0.5–1.1 mm wide. Flowering occurs from January to May and fruiting 
has been recorded from August to September (Williams, 1996). 

Conservation Status 
Parsonsia larcomensis is listed as vulnerable. This species is eligible for listing as vulnerable 
under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (Cwlth) (EPBC Act) 
as, prior to the commencement of the EPBC Act, it was listed as vulnerable under Schedule 1 of 
the Endangered Species Protection Act 1992 (Cwlth). Parsonsia larcomensis is also listed as 
vulnerable under the Nature Conservation (Wildlife) Regulation 2006 (Queensland). 

Distribution and Habitat 
Parsonsia larcomensis occurs in the Rockhampton–Mount Perry area of Queensland, where it 
is found in open heathland and shrubland at or near the summits of mountain peaks, in 
shallow loamy soils on cliffs or among outcrops of acid volcanic rocks and serpentites at 350 
to 750 m above sea level (Williams, 1996). It has also been recorded from riverine rainforest 
habitat at one location (BRI collection details, n.d.). The species is known from sites at Mount 
Wheeler, Mount Larcom, Mount Perry and the Shoalwater Bay area at Upper Stoney, Mingga 
Mountain and near Mount Parnassus, a range of approximately 280 km (BRI collection 
details, n.d.; Halford, 1998). Most sites are on freehold land. The Mount Perry site is located 
in Timber Reserve (TR 157) and the Upper Stoney site is within the Shoalwater Bay Military 
Training Area (Halford, 1998). This species occurs within the Burnett Mary and Fitzroy 
(Queensland) Natural Resource Management Regions. 

The Queensland Herbarium has 13 specimens of Parsonsia larcomensis collected between 
1886 and 2000, with most collections made in the 1990s (BRI collection details, n.d.). Notes 
made by collectors on the abundance of the species at Mount Larcom range from rare in 1994 
to occasional in 1995 and common in 1997. The species was recorded as common at Mount 
Wheeler in 1993 and very common at Mingga Mountain in 2000 (BRI collection details, n.d).  

The distribution of this species overlaps with the following EPBC Act-listed threatened 
ecological communities: 

• Semi-evergreen vine thickets of the Brigalow Belt (North and South) and Nandewar 
Bioregions, and  

• Brigalow (Acacia harpophylla dominant and co-dominant).  
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Threats 
The main potential threats to Parsonsia larcomensis include fire (Halford, 1998); vegetation 
clearing; weed invasion; and increasing fragmentation and loss of remnants (ANRA, 2007). The 
species is thought to be susceptible to fire and incapable of regenerating from underground 
organs, meaning that the continued existence of the species after fire would depend on 
regeneration by seed. If fires occurred at a frequency that did not allow the production of 
sufficient seed for future recruitment, populations would decline, although the rocky outcrop 
habitat in which P. larcomensis occurs may provide some protection from fires (Halford, 1998). 

Research Priorities 
Research priorities that would inform future regional and local priority actions include: 
• Survey known populations to establish their size and extent (Halford, 1998). 
• Conduct research into the response of the species to fire and habitat disturbance (Halford, 

1998). 
• Design and implement a monitoring program or, if appropriate, support and enhance 

existing programs. 
• More precisely assess population size, distribution, ecological requirements and the 

relative impacts of threatening processes. 
• Undertake survey work in suitable habitat and potential habitat to locate any additional 

populations/occurrences/remnants. 
• Undertake seed germination and/or vegetative propagation trials to determine the 

requirements for successful establishment.  

Regional and Local Priority Actions 
The following priority recovery and threat abatement actions can be done to support the 
recovery of Parsonsia larcomensis. 

Habitat Loss, Disturbance and Modification 
• Monitor known populations to identify key threats. 
• Monitor the progress of recovery, including the effectiveness of management actions and 

the need to adapt them if necessary. 
• Identify populations of high conservation priority. 
• Ensure road widening and maintenance activities (or other infrastructure or development 

activities) involving substrate or vegetation disturbance in areas where P. larcomensis 
occurs do not adversely impact on known populations. 

• Control access routes to suitably constrain public access to known sites on public land. 
• Investigate formal conservation arrangements, management agreements and covenants on 

private land, and for crown and private land investigate inclusion in reserve tenure if 
possible. 

Invasive Weeds 
• Identify and remove weeds in the local area, which could become a threat to P. larcomensis, 

using appropriate methods.   
• Manage sites to prevent introduction of invasive weeds, which could become a threat to the 

species, using appropriate methods. 
• Ensure chemicals or other mechanisms used to eradicate weeds do not have a significant 

adverse impact on Parsonsia larcomensis. 

Fire 
• Develop and implement a suitable fire management strategy for Parsonsia larcomensis.  
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• Provide maps of known occurrences to local and state Rural Fire Services and seek 
inclusion of mitigative measures in bush fire risk management plans, risk register and/or 
operation maps. 

Conservation Information 
• Raise awareness of P. larcomensis within the local community, including liaising with 

land owners/managers to make them aware of the presence of the species and the 
importance of protecting the populations (Halford, 1998). 

Enable Recovery of Additional Sites and/or Populations 
• Undertake appropriate seed collection and storage. 
• Investigate options for linking, enhancing or establishing additional populations. 
• Implement national translocation protocols (Vallee et al., 2004) if establishing additional 

populations is considered necessary and feasible. 

This list does not necessarily encompass all actions that may be of benefit to P. larcomensis, 
but highlights those that are considered to be of highest priority at the time of preparing the 
conservation advice.  

Information Sources: 
BRI Collection Records (undated), Queensland Herbarium specimens. 

Australian Natural Resources Atlas (ANRA) 2007, Biodiversity Assessment – South Eastern Queensland, 
Species at Risk and the Threatening Process, viewed 11 June 2008, 
<http://www.anra.gov.au/topics/vegetation/assessment/qld/ibra-seq-species-threats.html>. 

Halford, D 1998, Survey of Threatened Plant Species in South East Queensland Biogeographical Region, 
Department of Environment, Queensland CRA/RFA Steering Committee. 

Vallee, L, Hogbin, T, Monks, L, Makinson, B, Matthes, M & Rossetto, M 2004, Guidelines for the 
Translocation of Threatened Plants in Australia (2nd ed.), Australian Network for Plant Conservation, Canberra. 

Williams, JB 1996, ‘Parsonsia’ in Flora of Australia, vol. 28, p. 160, (eds) AE Orchard & A Wilson, CSIRO, 
Melbourne.    
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