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A statement for the purposes of approved conservation advice 
(s266B of the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999) 

Approved Conservation Advice for 
Grevillea quadricauda (Four-tailed Grevillea) 

This Conservation Advice has been developed based on the best available information at the 
time this conservation advice was approved.  

Description 
Grevillea quadricauda, Family Proteaceae, also known as Four-tailed Grevillea, is a dense 
shrub growing up to 2 m high. The leaves are elliptical to oblong. There is a fine covering of 
hairs on both sides of the leaves, and on the stems and flowers. New growth often appears 
pink or purple, especially on the tips of the leaves. Flowering occurs August to September 
(Makinson, 2000), appearing as groups of two to four pink or red flowers with green bases 
(DECC, 2005a). 

Conservation Status 
Grevillea quadricauda is listed as vulnerable. This species is eligible for listing as vulnerable 
under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (Cwlth) (EPBC 
Act) as, prior to the commencement of the EPBC Act, it was listed as vulnerable under 
Schedule 1 of the Endangered Species Protection Act 1992 (Cwlth). The species is also listed 
as vulnerable under the Threatened Species Conservation Act 1995 (NSW) and as vulnerable 
under the Nature Conservation (Wildlife) Regulation 2006 (Queensland).  

Distribution and Habitat 
Grevillea quadricauda occurs in north-east NSW and near Toowoomba, in south-east 
Queensland. In NSW, it is found to the north-west of Whiporie in Mount Belmore State 
Forest, Mount Neville Nature Reserve and at Tucabia, east of Grafton (DECC, 2005a). In 
Queensland, the species has been recorded from Helidon Hills, in the Murphy’s Creek area, 
near Toowoomba. The species occurs in the Northern Rivers (NSW) and Condamine 
(Queensland) Natural Resource Management Regions. 

The species occurs on gravelly loam soils or in sandy soils. It inhabits the understorey of dry 
sclerophyll forest or eucalypt woodland, usually along creeks or drainage lines (Olde & 
Marriott, 1995; Makinson, 2000). Associated plant communities include the Clarence dry 
sclerophyll forests as described by Keith (2004) and creek line forest dominated by 
Turpentine (Syncarpia glommulifera) and Brush-box (Lophostemon confertus) (NSW NPWS, 
2005). 

The distribution of this species overlaps with the ‘White Box-Yellow Box-Blakely's Red Gum 
Grassy Woodland and Derived Native Grassland’ EPBC Act-listed threatened ecological 
community. 

Threats 
The main identified threats to G. quadricauda are timber harvesting activities; frequent fires; 
road widening and maintenance activities; and clearing for development and agriculture. The 
small population size of this species further increases the risk of local extinctions resulting 
from these threats (DECC, 2005a). In south-east Queensland, the species has also been 
subject to threats from extractive industries (QLRT, 2005). 

The main potential threats to G. quadricauda are competition from invasive weeds and 
adverse impacts from domestic stock animals (DECC, 2005a). 
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Research Priorities 
Research priorities that would inform future regional and local priority actions include:   
• Investigation of the species’ reproductive ecology and response to fire to determine its 

capacity for regeneration and survival, and hence preferred fire regime (DECC, 2005a). 
• Undertake survey work in suitable habitat and potential habitat, especially on adjacent 

conservation reserves, to locate any additional populations/occurrences/remnants. 

Regional Priority Actions 
The following regional priority recovery and threat abatement actions can be done to support 
the recovery of Grevillea quadricauda. 

Habitat Loss, Disturbance and Modification 
• Identify populations of high conservation priority. 
• Manage threats to areas of vegetation that contain populations of the species. 
• Ensure chemicals or other mechanisms used to eradicate weeds do not have a significant 

adverse impact on Grevillea quadricauda. 
• Ensure road widening and maintenance activities (or other infrastructure or development 

activities as appropriate) in areas where G. quadricauda occurs do not adversely affect 
known populations. 

• Manage any changes to hydrology that may result in changes to water table levels, 
increased run-off, sedimentation or pollution. 

• Investigate formal conservation arrangements, such as the use of covenants, conservation 
agreements or inclusion in reserve tenure. 

Invasive Weeds 
• Develop and implement a management plan for the control of weeds, such as Lantana, in 

the local region. 

Fire 
• Develop and implement a suitable fire management strategy for the species. 
• Provide maps of known occurrences to local and state Rural Fire Services and seek 

inclusion of mitigative measures in bush fire risk management plans, risk register and/or 
operation maps. 

Conservation Information 
• Raise awareness of G. quadricauda within the local community.  
• Liaise with landowners to ensure appropriate management of populations of Grevillea 

quadricauda.  
• Develop environmental impact assessment guidelines (DECC, 2005b). 
• Include direction for the protection of known populations and potential habitat of the 

species in the Code of Practice for Private Native Forestry (DECC, 2007). 
• Consider locations of the species during park management planning. 

Enable Recovery of Additional Sites and/or Populations 
• Undertake appropriate seed collection and storage. 
• Investigate options for linking, enhancing or establishing additional populations. 
• Implement national translocation protocols (Vallee et al., 2004) if establishing additional 

populations is considered necessary and feasible. 
• Undertake seed germination and propagation trials to enhance the likelihood of successful 

establishment. 
• Report new occurrences of the species to the relevant authorities. 
• Map known populations and validate and amend old database records. 
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Local Priority Actions 
The following local priority recovery and threat abatement actions can be done to support the 
recovery of Grevillea quadricauda. 

Habitat Loss, Disturbance and Modification 
• Monitor known populations to identify key threats.   
• Monitor the progress of recovery, including the effectiveness of management actions and 

the need to adapt them if necessary. 
• Control access routes to suitably constrain public access to known sites on public land. 
• Minimise adverse impacts from land use at known sites. 
• Undertake survey work in suitable habitat and potential habitat to locate any additional 

populations. 
• Appropriately protect from development known populations of G. quadricauda on private 

land during environmental planning for Richmond Valley and Clarence Valley Local 
Government Areas (DECC, 2005b). 

• Assess implementation and effectiveness of forestry management and develop or refine 
threatened species prescriptions, if required (DECC, 2005b). 

Invasive Weeds 
• Identify and remove weeds in the local area, which could become a threat to 

G. quadricauda, using appropriate methods. 
• Manage sites to prevent introduction of invasive weeds, which could become a threat to 

G. quadricauda, such as Lantana (Lantana sp.), using appropriate methods. 

Trampling, Browsing or Grazing 
• Manage known sites on private property to ensure appropriate grazing regimes are 

conducted outside the growing season. 
• Prevent grazing pressure at known sites on leased crown land through exclusion fencing 

or other barriers. 

Fire 
• Implement an appropriate fire management regime for local populations.  
• Avoid frequent fire in known habitat for the species. 
• Include or review the hazard reduction conditions on the NSW Threatened Species Hazard 

Reduction List (DECC, 2005b). 

This list does not necessarily encompass all actions that may be of benefit to G. quadricauda, 
but highlights those that are considered to be of highest priority at the time of preparing the 
conservation advice.  

Existing Plans/Management Prescriptions that could affect the Species 

• Private Native Forestry Code of Practice (DECC, 2007), 
• NSW Threatened Species Priority Action Statement for Grevillea quadricauda (DECC, 

2005b), and 
• Southern Richmond Range Draft Plan of Management (NSW NPWS, 2005). 
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