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A statement for the purposes of approved conservation advice 
(s266B of the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999) 

Approved Conservation Advice for 
Grevillea rhizomatosa (Gibraltar Grevillea) 

This Conservation Advice has been developed based on the best available information at the 
time this conservation advice was approved.  

Description 
Grevillea rhizomatosa, Family Proteaceae, also known as Gibraltar Grevillea, is a spreading 
bushy shrub 0.3–1 m tall, with green and dull-pink flowers which are sparsely hairy inside 
and out. Flowers appear between September and November. Leaves are obovate to oblong-
elliptic, 0.7–2.7 cm long, 7–12 mm wide, shortly recurved to almost flat, upper surface 
convex, glabrous or with a few scattered, appressed hairs, lower surface bears dense matted 
short hairs sometimes overlain by sparse long, appressed hairs.  

Conservation Status 
Grevillea rhizomatosa is listed as vulnerable. This species is eligible for listing as vulnerable 
under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (Cwlth) (EPBC 
Act) as, prior to the commencement of the EPBC Act, it was listed as vulnerable under 
Schedule 1 of the Endangered Species Protection Act 1992 (Cwlth). The species is also listed 
as vulnerable under the Threatened Species Conservation Act 1995 (NSW). 

Distribution and Habitat 
Grevillea rhizomatosa is confined to a few localities in the Gibraltar Range and Washpool 
National Parks (NP), east of Glen Innes, NSW, where it occurs in scattered populations (R. 
Paine pers. comm., in Olde & Marriott, 1994; DECC, 2005), supporting an estimated total 
population of 2000 plants (Gross & Caddy, 2006).  

This species occurs within the Northern Rivers (NSW) Natural Resource Management 
Region. The species grows at high altitudes (DECC, 2005) in rocky sandy loam soils in 
densely shrubby sclerophyll eucalypt forests, usually near creek lines (Olde & Marriott, 1994; 
Makinson, 2000). 

The distribution of this species overlaps with the ‘White Box-Yellow Box-Blakely's Red Gum 
Grassy Woodland and Derived Native Grassland’ EPBC Act-listed threatened ecological 
community. 

Threats 
The main identified threats to G. rhizomatosa are trampling, breakage and collection, as well 
as stochastic threats due to its small population size (DECC, 2005). 

Potential threats include too-frequent fire, which has been shown to suppress flowering in re-
sprouting plants. This may act in concert with the threat of small population size by 
promoting the incursion of asexual forms (Gross & Caddy, 2006).  

Investigations into the infertility of some populations found that some flowers failed to 
release pollen, had low pollen viability or were sterile (Caddy & Gross, 2006). It was 
previously thought that the species could regenerate from rhizomes only, as searches had not 
found any mature fruits (Makinson, 2000). However, three of the five populations surveyed in 
2006 in un-burnt habitats were found to have produced a low fruit set (7–13 per cent), and 
seeds collected from two of the populations were found to be viable (Caddy & Gross, 2006).  
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Research Priorities 
Research priorities that would inform future regional and local priority actions include: 
• Identify if high rates of asexual reproduction is having an effect on the viability of 

populations. 
• More precisely assess population size, distribution, ecological requirements and the 

relative impacts of threatening processes. 

Regional Priority Actions 
The following regional priority recovery and threat abatement actions can be done to support 
the recovery of Grevillea rhizomatosa.  

Habitat Loss, Disturbance and Modification 
• Identify populations of high conservation priority. 
• Manage threats to areas of vegetation that contain populations of Grevillea rhizomatosa. 

Fire 
• Implement the Gibraltar Range National Park Fire Management Strategy (NSW NPWS, 

2006) and Plan of Management for Grevillea rhizomatosa. 
• Manage fire to encourage regeneration and sexual reproduction (flowering) (DECC, 

2005). 
• Provide maps of known occurrences to local and state Rural Fire Services and seek 

inclusion of mitigative measures in bush fire risk management plans, risk register and/or 
operation maps. 

Conservation Information 
• Raise awareness of G. rhizomatosa within the local community.  
• Educate visitors to stay on marked tracks in national parks and to not damage or pick 

trackside vegetation (DECC, 2005).  

Enable Recovery of Additional Sites and/or Populations  
• Undertake appropriate seed collection and storage. 
• Investigate options for linking, enhancing or establishing additional populations. 
• Implement national translocation protocols (Vallee et al., 2004) if establishing additional 

populations is considered necessary and feasible. 

Local Priority Actions 

The following local priority recovery and threat abatement actions can be done to support the 
recovery of Grevillea rhizomatosa.  

Habitat Loss, Disturbance and Modification 
• Monitor known populations to identify key threats. 
• Monitor the progress of recovery, including the effectiveness of management actions and 

the need to adapt them if necessary. 
• Ensure track maintenance activities in areas where G. rhizomatosa occurs do not 

adversely impact on known populations. 
• Control access routes to suitably constrain public access to known sites on public land. 
• Undertake survey work in suitable habitat and potential habitat to locate any additional 

populations.  
• Minimise adverse impacts from land use at known sites. 

This list does not necessarily encompass all actions that may be of benefit to this species, but 
highlights those that are considered to be of highest priority at the time of preparing the 
conservation advice.  
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Existing Plans/Management Prescriptions that are Relevant to the Species 

• Private Native Forestry Code of Practice for Northern NSW (DECC, 2007), and 
• Gibraltar Range National Park Fire Management Strategy (NSW NPWS, 2006) and Plan 

of Management (NSW NPWS, 2005). 
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