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Approved Conservation Advice  
(s266B of the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999) 

Approved Conservation Advice for 
Sankowskya stipularis 

This Conservation Advice has been developed based on the best available information at the 
time this Conservation Advice was approved; this includes existing plans, records or 
management prescriptions for this species.  

Description 

Sankowskya stipularis, Family Euphorbiaceae, is a small tree growing to 15 m high with 
smooth, white bark. The stipules are large and conspicuous, mostly linear to lanced-shaped in 
outline and 9–35 mm long by 1–4.4 mm wide. The leaves are bright red to pink when young, 
becoming dark green when mature and arranged in opposite pairs along the branchlets. The 
leathery leaf blades are lanced-shaped to elliptic in outline, 5–18 cm long by 1.5–6.5 cm wide 
and marginally toothed with 23–30 small rounded teeth per side. The flowers are unisexual, 
small and inconspicuous. The male flowers are mostly in many-flowered clusters borne in 
axils. The female flowers are borne singly or paired in axils. The fruiting capsules are egg-
shaped and measure 9–12 mm long by 10–11 mm in diameter. The walls of the mature 
capsules split to release usually three seeds. Flowers and fruits are borne throughout the year, 
but flowering is probably more prolific from November to January (Forster, 1995). 

Conservation Status 

Sankowskya stipularis is listed as endangered. This species is eligible for listing as 
endangered under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (Cwlth) 
(EPBC Act) as, prior to the commencement of the EPBC Act, it was listed as endangered under 
Schedule 1 of the Endangered Species Protection Act 1992 (Cwlth). Sankowskya stipularis is 
also listed as endangered under the Nature Conservation Act 1992 (Queensland). 

Distribution and Habitat 

Sankowskya stipularis is known only from four localities near the Rex Range adjacent to the 
road between Julatten and Mossman in north-east Queensland. The population size and extent 
of occurrence of this species are unknown. It grows in evergreen mesophyll vineforest in 
swampy conditions and on the edge of notophyll vine forest on a red soil slope (Forster, 1995; 
Queensland Herbarium, 2008). The species is not known to occur in any conservation reserve 
(Queensland Herbarium, 2008). Three of the known populations occur in areas of remnant 
vegetation (Environmental Protection Agency, 2008) as defined under the Vegetation 
Management Act 1999 (Queensland), and are therefore currently protected from broad-scale 
clearing. The fourth population is in non-remnant vegetation. This species occurs within the 
Wet Tropics (Queensland) Natural Resource Management Region. 

The distribution of this species is not known to overlap with any EPBC Act-listed threatened 
ecological community. 

Threats 

The main identified threat to S. stipularis is habitat destruction through vegetation clearing 
(Forster, 1995). 

The main potential threats to S. stipularis include feral pigs (Sus scrofa). 
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Research Priorities 

Research priorities that would inform future regional and local priority actions include: 
 Design and implement a monitoring program or, if appropriate, support and enhance 

existing programs. 
 More precisely assess population size, distribution, ecological requirements and the 

relative impacts of threatening processes. 
 Undertake survey work in suitable habitat and potential habitat to locate any additional 

populations/occurrences/remnants.  
 Undertake seed germination and/or vegetative propagation trials to determine the 

requirements for successful establishment. 

Regional and Local Priority Actions  

The following regional and local priority recovery and threat abatement actions can be done 
to support the recovery of S. stipularis. 

Habitat Loss, Disturbance and Modification 
 Monitor known populations to identify key threats.  
 Monitor the progress of recovery, including the effectiveness of management actions and 

the need to adapt them if necessary. 
 Identify populations of high conservation priority. 
 Minimise adverse impacts from land use at known sites. 
 Control access routes to suitably constrain public access to possible locations on public 

land. 
 Investigate formal conservation arrangements, management agreements and covenants on 

private land, and for crown and private land investigate inclusion in reserve tenure if 
possible. 

Trampling, Browsing or Grazing 
 Implement Threat Abatement Plan for the control and eradication of feral pigs in the 

region. 
 Where appropriate, manage grazing and trampling pressure from feral pigs through 

exclusion fencing or other barriers.  

Conservation Information 
 Raise awareness of S. stipularis within the local community.  
 Establish and/or maintain partnerships with private landholders and managers of land on 

which populations occur to ensure appropriate conservation. 

Enable Recovery of Additional Sites and/or Populations 
 Undertake appropriate seed collection and storage. 
 Investigate options for linking, enhancing or establishing additional populations. 
 Implement national translocation protocols (Vallee et al., 2004) if establishing additional 

populations is considered necessary and feasible. 

This list does not necessarily encompass all actions that may be of benefit to S. stipularis, but 
highlights those that are considered to be of highest priority at the time of preparing the 
Conservation Advice.  

Existing Plans/Management Prescriptions that are Relevant to the Species  

 Wet Tropics Conservation Strategy: the conservation, rehabilitation and transmission to 
future generations of the Wet Tropics World Heritage Area (WTMA, 2004),  

 Management Program for Protected Plants in Queensland 2006–2010 (EPA, 2006), and  
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 Threat Abatement Plan for Predation, Habitat Degradation, Competition and Disease 
Transmission by Feral Pigs (DEH, 2005). 

These were the most current prescriptions at the time of publishing; please refer to the 
relevant agency’s website for any updated versions.  
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