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A statement for the purposes of approved conservation advice 
(s266B of the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999) 

Approved Conservation Advice for  
Litoria littlejohni (Littlejohn’s Tree Frog) 

This Conservation Advice has been developed based on the best available information at the 
time this conservation advice was approved.  

Description 
Litoria littlejohni, Family Hylidae, commonly known as Littlejohn's Tree Frog or Heath Frog, 
is a large, 55-60 mm, light-brown or fawn-grey frog, with large toe pads and a distinct skin 
fold above the tympanum (ear). Littlejohn’s Tree Frog tadpoles are black or very dark grey 
with dark grey bellies and grow to 65 mm in length.  

Conservation Status 
The Littlejohn’s Tree Frog is listed as vulnerable. This species is eligible for listing under the 
Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (Cwlth) (EPBC Act) as, 
prior to the commencement of the EPBC Act, it was listed vulnerable under Schedule 1 of the 
Endangered Species Protection Act 1992 (Cwlth). This species is also listed as vulnerable 
under the Threatened Species Conservation Act 1995 (NSW), as threatened under the Flora 
and Fauna Guarantee Act 1988 (Victoria) and on the Threatened List 2006 (Victoria). 

Distribution and Habitat 
The Littlejohn’s Tree Frog occurs in scattered locations between the Watagan Mountains in 
eastern New South Wales and Buchan in north-east Victoria (White et al., 1994). It occurs 
within the Hunter-Central Rivers, Southern Rivers (NSW) and East Gippsland (Victoria) 
Natural Resource Management Regions.  

Littlejohn's Tree Frog is known to inhabit forest, coastal woodland and heath from 100 to 
950 m above sea level (White & Ehmann, 1997), but is not associated with any specific 
vegetation types (Lemckert, in prep).  Despite its very large distribution, there are very few 
records of Littlejohn's Tree Frog, and it is probably the least known and least frequently 
encountered frog in NSW (Hero et al., 2002). The number of individuals of the species is 
likely to be very small, with most sites containing four or fewer calling males. 

The distribution of this species is not known to overlap with any EPBC Act-listed threatened 
ecological communities. 

Threats 
The main identified threats to Littlejohn’s Tree Frog are habitat disturbance, fragmentation 
and degradation (though the frogs’ sensitivity to these factors is unclear); frequent fires; and 
Chytridiomycosis, an infectious disease affecting amphibians worldwide.   

Research Priorities 

Research priorities that would inform future regional and local priority actions include: 
• Design and implement a monitoring program. 
• More precisely assess population size, distribution, ecological requirements and the 

relative impacts of threatening processes. 

Regional and Local Priority Actions 

The following regional and local priority recovery and threat abatement actions can be done 
to support the recovery of Littlejohn’s Tree Frog. 
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Habitat Loss, Disturbance and Modification 
• Monitor known populations to identify key threats. 
• Monitor the progress of recovery, including the effectiveness of management actions and 

the need to adapt them if necessary. 
• Undertake survey work in suitable habitat and potential habitat to locate any additional 

populations/occurrences. 
• Identify populations of high conservation priority. 
• Manage threats to areas of vegetation that contain populations/occurrences of the 

Littlejohn’s Tree Frog. 
• Ensure road widening and maintenance activities (or other infrastructure or development 

activities as appropriate) in areas where the Littlejohn’s Tree Frog occurs do not adversely 
impact on known populations. 

• Manage any disruptions to water flows. 
• Investigate formal conservation arrangements such as the use of covenants, conservation 

agreements or inclusion in reserve tenure. 

Animal Predation or Competition 
• Manage known sites to exclude/control introduced fish species, and the associated 

introduction of disease/parasites.  

Fire 
• Develop and implement a suitable fire management strategy for the Littlejohn’s Tree 

Frog.  
• Provide maps of known occurrences to local and state rural fire services and seek 

inclusion of mitigative measures in bush fire risk management plans, risk register and/or 
operation maps. 

Diseases, Fungi and Parasites 
• Develop and implement suitable hygiene protocols to protect further outbreaks of the 

Chytridiomycosis infection.  

Conservation Information 
• Raise awareness of the Littlejohn’s Tree Frog within the local community. 

Enable Recovery of Additional Sites and/or Populations 
• Develop strategies for providing supplementary breeding habitat at selected locations 

throughout the species range. 
 

This list does not necessarily encompass all actions that may be of benefit to the Littlejohn’s 
Tree Frog, but highlights those that are considered to be of highest priority at the time of 
preparing the conservation advice. 

Existing Plans/Management Prescriptions that are Relevant to the Species 
• Littlejohn’s Tree Frog - Priority actions (NSW Threatened Species Priority Action 

Statement) (DECC, 2005). 
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