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Approved Conservation Advice for 
Austrodanthonia popinensis (Roadside Wallaby Grass) 

(s266B of the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999) 

This Conservation Advice has been developed based on the best available information at the 
time this Conservation Advice was approved; this includes existing plans, records or 
management prescriptions for this species. 

Description 
Austrodanthonia popinensis, Family Poaceae, also known as Roadside Wallaby Grass or Blue 
Wallaby Grass, is a tufted, perennial grass that grows to 45 cm high. The stems are smoothly 
ribbed with purple nodes. The lower leaf blades are flat (sometimes only at the base), up to 
15 cm long and 0.2 cm wide. The upper leaf surface is strongly ribbed, with the lower surface 
being finely ribbed. The base of the leaf blade is pale and often shiny. The seedhead is up to 
10 cm long, linear to lance-shaped and pale green in colour. The branches and flower stalks 
are often covered with minute hairs. The spikelets are 1.3–1.4 cm long with hair-like 
projections (awns) that are 0.3–0.4 cm long. It has relatively long hairs, scattered between 
upper and lower rows of hair tufts on the seed (Kirkpatrick, 2000; Tas. DPIWE, 2003; Curtis 
and Morris, 1994). 

Previously, A. tenuior has been misidentified as Roadside Wallaby Grass and has sometimes 
been referred to as Danthonia aff. popinensis. Danthonia aff. popinensis has been recorded in 
Tasmania at Avoca, Conara and west of Campbell Town (Kirkpatrick, 2000). 

Conservation Status 
Roadside Wallaby Grass is listed as endangered. This species is eligible for listing as 
endangered under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 
(Cwlth) (EPBC Act) as, prior to the commencement of the EPBC Act, it was listed under its 
previous name, Danthonia popinensis, as endangered under Schedule 1 of the Endangered 
Species Protection Act 1992 (Cwlth). The Roadside Wallaby Grass is also listed as 
endangered under the Threatened species Protection Act 1995 (Tasmania).  

Distribution and Habitat 
Roadside Wallaby Grass occurs in Tasmania's Midlands and the lower Derwent Valley, with 
most plants occurring along roadside verges in the southern and northern Midlands, 
approximately 15– 200 m above sea level. Locations include Brighton, Rokeby, Richmond, 
Lutana and a number of sites along the Midland Highway (TSS, 2009). This species is known 
from 21 subpopulations, although at least one of these is presumed extinct (Tas. DPIWE, 
2003).  

Sites where Roadside Wallaby Grass has been identified tend to be flat or gently sloping, with 
largely rock-free soils with sandy loam/sandy clay loam topsoils (Gilfedder and Kirkpatrick, 
1997). Underlying substrate includes Jurassic dolerite, Triassic sandstone and Quaternary 
aeolian sands. The original habitat at these sites was most likely grassy open woodland 
dominated by Cabbage Gum (Eucalyptus pauciflora) and White Gum (E. viminalis) (Leigh 
and Briggs, 1992; Gilfedder and Kirkpatrick, 1997). 

Roadside Wallaby Grass appears to prefer disturbed open sites rather than 'intact' sites. The 
open, disturbed, nature can be maintained by slashing/mowing or fire, but bare ground 
exposed by this process may lead to the establishment of weeds (TSS, 2009). 
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The extent of occurrence of Roadside Wallaby Grass is estimated to be 3400 km², within a 
linear range of 128 km (TSS, 2009). The area of occupancy of this species is estimated to be 
9–15 hectares (Tas. DPIWE, 2003; TSS, 2009). 

The total population estimate for the Roadside Wallaby Grass is at least 200 000 plants 
(North, 2001; TSS, 2009). The largest population may have at least 127 000 plants (North, 
2001) and four other populations have 9000–40 000 plants each (TSS, 2009). Five known 
populations have fewer than 200 plants each (TSS, 2009). 

No known populations of Roadside Wallaby Grass occur on reserves. Most populations occur 
on roadsides and some on adjoining private land (Tas. DPIWE, 2003). Some locations are in 
informal roadside reserves, managed by the Tasmanian Department of Information, Energy 
and Resources, and one location is protected in the Queens Domain, Hobart (TSS, 2009). 

This species occurs within the Tasmanian South East Bioregion and the South Tasmanian 
Natural Resource Management Region. 

The distribution of this species is not known to overlap with any EPBC Act-listed threatened 
ecological community. 

Threats 
The main identified threats to the Roadside Wallaby Grass are habitat clearance, inappropriate 
roadside management, grazing and weeds.   

Clearing for housing, agriculture and transport corridors poses a direct threat to Roadside 
Wallaby Grass (TSS, 2009). 

Inappropriate slashing, mowing, grazing, and road upgrades may impact known 
subpopulations (Tas. DPIWE, 2003). Between one and three subpopulations have been 
destroyed as the result of roadworks (Gilfedder and Kirkpatrick, 1997; Tas. DPIWE, 2003). 
Too infrequent slashing increases the competition from other grasses and shrubs and 
decreases the ability of populations to recover when slashing is recommenced (Kirkpatrick, 
2007). 

Persistent grazing throughout the year can prevent new seed forming and reduce recruitment 
success. Evidence of this threat is observed through the decline of this species on private land 
and the limited spread of the species from road reserves to adjacent grazed land (TSS, 2009). 

Weeds that threaten this species include introduced grasses, African Boxthorn              
(Lycium ferocissimum), Briar Rose (Rosa rubiginosa), pines (Pinus spp.) and elm         
(Ulmus spp.) suckers (Leigh and Briggs, 1992; TSS, 2009). 

Research Priorities 
Research priorities that would inform future regional and local priority actions include: 
• Design and implement a monitoring program or, if appropriate, support and enhance 

existing programs. 
• Undertake seed germination trials to determine the requirements for successful 

establishment. 
• If necessary, undertake research to define an appropriate plant biomass management 

regime that minimises competition from other species. 

Regional Priority Actions  
The following regional priority recovery and threat abatement actions can be done to support 
the recovery of Roadside Wallaby Grass. 
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Habitat Loss, Disturbance and Modification 
• Monitor the progress of recovery, including the effectiveness of management actions and 

the need to adapt them if necessary.  
• Identify populations of high conservation priority. 
Invasive Weeds 
• Develop and implement a management plan for the control of African Boxthorn, Briar 

Rose, pines and elm in the region. 
• Ensure chemicals or other mechanisms used to eradicate weeds do not have a significant 

adverse impact on Roadside Wallaby Grass. 

Conservation Information 
• Raise awareness of Roadside Wallaby Grass within the local community. 
• Frequently engage with private landholders and land managers responsible for the land on 

which populations occur and encourage these key stakeholders to contribute to the 
implementation of conservation management actions. 

Enable Recovery of Additional Sites and/or Populations 
• Investigate options for linking, enhancing or establishing additional populations. 

Local Priority Actions  
The following local priority recovery and threat abatement actions can be done to support the 
recovery of Roadside Wallaby Grass. 

Habitat Loss, Disturbance and Modification 
• Minimise adverse impacts from land use at known sites. 
• Implement appropriate plant biomass management programs that minimise competition 

from other species. 
• Protect populations of the listed species through the development of conservation 

agreements and/or covenants. 

Trampling, Browsing or Grazing  
• Where appropriate, manage total grazing pressure at important/significant sites through 

exclusion fencing or other barriers along road reserves. 
 

This list does not necessarily encompass all actions that may be of benefit to Roadside 
Wallaby Grass, but highlights those that are considered to be of highest priority at the time of 
preparing the Conservation Advice.  

Existing Plans/Management Prescriptions that are Relevant to the Species 

• Barker P (1999). Recovery Plan for Tasmanian Native Grasslands 2000-2002. Hobart, 
Tasmania: Department of Primary Industries, Water and Environment. 

• Greening Australia (1994). Managing Threatened Species on Roads in Tasmania. 
Department of Infrastructure, Energy and Resources. 

These prescriptions were current at the time of publishing; please refer to the relevant 
agency’s website for any updated versions.  

Information Sources: 
Barker P (1999). Recovery Plan for Tasmanian Native Grasslands 2000-2002. Hobart, 
Tasmania: Department of Primary Industries, Water and Environment.  

Curtis, WM and Morris DI (1994). The Student’s Flora of Tasmania – Part 4B. St. David’s 
Park Publishing, Hobart 
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Gilfedder L and Kirkpatrick JB (1997). Aspects of the distribution, phytosociology, ecology 
and management of Danthonia popinensis D.I.Morris, an endangered wallaby grass from 
Tasmania. Papers and Proceedings of the Royal Society of Tasmania 131:31-35.  

Greening Australia (1994). Enviromark - Managing Threatened Species on Roads in 
Tasmania. Department of Infrastructure, Energy and Resources 
http://www.transport.tas.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0013/12037/EnviromarkUserGuide.pdf 

Kirkpatrick JB (2000). Threatened Flora -plants listed as extinct, endangered or vulnerable.  
Created by Bushcare Technical Extension (Tasmania). Available from: 
http://www.dpiw.tas.gov.au/inter.nsf/ThemeNodes/LBUN-6b28g5?open 

Kirkpatrick JB (2007). Collateral benefit: unconscious conservation of threatened plant 
species. Australian Journal of Botany 55:221-224.  

Leigh JH and Briggs JD (Eds) (1992). Threatened Australian Plants. Overview and Case 
Studies. New South Wales National Parks and Wildlife Service.  

North AJ (2001). Brighton Barracks - Survey for Roadside Wallaby Grass 
(Austrodanthonia popinensis) and other threatened flora species. Unpublished report for the 
Department of Infrastructure, Energy and Resources, Hobart. Hobart, Tasmania: Inspiring 
Place Pty Ltd.  

Tasmanian Department of Primary Industries, Water and Environment (Tas. DPIWE) (2003). 
Threatened Flora of Tasmania: Austrodanthonia popinensis.  Hobart, Tasmania: DPIWE. 
Available on the Internet at: http://www.dpiw.tas.gov.au/intertext.nsf/Attachments/SROS-
6VH5NE/$FILE/Austrodanthonia%20popinensis.pdf.  

Threatened Species Section (TSS) (2009). Listing Statement for Austrodanthonia popinensis 
(Blue Wallaby Grass). Hobart, Tasmania: Department of Primary Industries and Water.  
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