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Approved Conservation Advice  
(s266B of the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999) 

Approved Conservation Advice for 
Drummondita longifolia (Peak Charles Drummondita) 

This Conservation Advice has been developed based on the best available information at the 
time this Conservation Advice was approved; this includes existing plans, records or 
management prescriptions for this species.  

Description 

Drummondita longifolia, Family Rutaceae, also known as Peak Charles Drummondita, is a 
shrub that can reach up to 1 m tall. It has glossy, cylindrical, somewhat spreading, wrinkled 
leaves, up to 2 cm long. The leaves are arranged alternately along the stem, have a sharp, 
curved point at the tip and produce a scent when cut. The single flowers are up to 2.5 cm long 
and have large red petals. Five fertile stamens alternate with five sterile ones and unite to form 
a long pinkish-red tube covered with long, white hairs. The red style has an enlarged, flat end 
which protrudes above the stamens. The calyx is hairless and yellow, and has five small 
sepals. The dry fruit opens by three valves and normally releases three seeds. The leaves of 
Drummondita longifolia are twice as long as those of other members of the genus. Flowering 
occurs from April to November (Brown et al., 1998; Wilson, 1998). 

Conservation Status 

Peak Charles Drummondita is listed as vulnerable. This species is eligible for listing as 
vulnerable under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (Cwlth) 
(EPBC Act) as, prior to the commencement of the EPBC Act, it was listed as vulnerable 
under Schedule 1 of the Endangered Species Protection Act 1992 (Cwlth). Peak Charles 
Drummondita is also listed as declared rare flora under the Wildlife Conservation Act 1950 
(Western Australia). 

Distribution and Habitat 

Peak Charles Drummondita is endemic to Western Australia and is only known from one 
population in Peak Charles National Park, northwest of Esperance. The number of mature 
flowering plants is estimated to be more than 500 and the number of seedlings more than 450. 
From surveys undertaken from 1993 to 2005, it appears the number of plants in the population 
has remained steady, if not increased slightly. The extent of occurrence is likely to be less 
than 50 km2, with the area of occupancy likely to be small; however insufficient data are 
available to determine any trends (DEC, 2008).  

Peak Charles Drummondita is found on granite hillsides in shallow crevices in brown, loam 
soil. It occurs among open shrubs and heath of Gastrolobium acrocaroli, Eucalyptus sp., 
Calothamnus sp., Melaleuca sp., Acacia sp. and Bossiaea sp. (Brown et al., 1998; DEC, 
2008). This species occurs within the South Coast (Western Australia) Natural Resource 
Management Region. 

The distribution of this species is not known to overlap with any EPBC Act-listed threatened 
ecological community. 

Threats 

The main identified threat to Charles Peak Drummondita is inappropriate fire regimes. 
Germination from seed and occasional vegetative resprouting usually follows fire. Time taken 
for this species to reach maturity is unknown and too frequent fire would deplete the soil 
stored seedbank and lead to localised extinction (DEC, 2008). 
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The main potential threat to Peak Charles Drummondita is restricted distribution. It has a very 
small distribution and stochastic events may lead to localised extinction (DEC, 2008). 

Research Priorities 

Research priorities that would inform future regional and local priority actions include: 
 Design and implement a monitoring program or, if appropriate, support and enhance 

existing programs. 
 More precisely assess population size, distribution, ecological requirements and the 

relative impacts of threatening processes. 
 Undertake survey work in suitable habitat and potential habitat to locate any additional 

populations/occurrences/remnants. 
 Identify appropriate intensity and interval of fire to allow plants to mature and set seed, 

and to promote seed germination and vegetation regeneration. 
 Undertake seed germination and/or vegetative propagation trials to determine the 

requirements for successful establishment. 

Regional and Local Priority Actions 

The following regional and local priority recovery and threat abatement actions can be done 
to support the recovery of Peak Charles Drummondita. 

Habitat Loss, Disturbance and Modification 
 Monitor known populations to identify key threats. 
 Monitor the progress of recovery, including the effectiveness of management actions and 

the need to adapt them if necessary. 
 Identify populations of high conservation priority. 
 Minimise adverse impacts from land use at known sites. 

Fire 
 Develop and implement a suitable fire management strategy for Peak Charles 

Drummondita. 
 Provide maps of known occurrences to local and state Rural Fire Services and seek 

inclusion of mitigative measures in bush fire risk management plans, risk register and/or 
operation maps. 

Conservation Information 
 Raise awareness of Charles Peak Drummondita within the local community. 
 Maintain liaison with managers of land on which the population occurs. 

Enable Recovery of Additional Sites and/or Populations 
 Undertake appropriate seed collection and storage. 
 Investigate options for enhancing or establishing additional populations. 
 Implement national translocation protocols (Vallee et al., 2004) if establishing additional 

populations is considered necessary and feasible. 

This list does not necessarily encompass all actions that may be of benefit to Peak Charles 
Drummondita, but highlights those that are considered to be of highest priority at the time of 
preparing the conservation advice.  

Existing Plans/Management Prescriptions that are Relevant to the Species 

 Declared Rare and Poorly Known Flora in the Esperance District (Craig and Coates, 
2001). 

This prescription was current at the time of publishing; please refer to the relevant agency’s 
website for any updated versions.  
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