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Approved Conservation Advice  
(s266B of the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999) 

Approved Conservation Advice for 
Eucalyptus canobolensis 

This Conservation Advice has been developed based on the best available information at the 
time this conservation advice was approved.  

Description 
Eucalyptus canobolensis, Family Myrtaceae, also known as Silver-Leaf Candlebark and Mt. 
Canobolas Candlebark, is a spreading tree to 10 m tall. The bark is smooth to the base of the 
tree trunk, shedding in ribbons. Adult leaves are lance-shaped, dull green or grey-green 
coloured, 10–18 cm long and 1.5–3.5 cm wide. Buds are egg-shaped and held in clusters of 3, 
and flowers are white. Fruit are cup-shaped, 5–9 mm long and 6–8 mm wide (Benson & 
McDougall, 1998; DECC, 2005a; CPBR, 2006). Branches, leaves and buds strongly glaucous 
(white waxy coating) when young (Hill & Johnson, 1991).  

Originally described by Hill & Johnson (1991) as E. rubida subsp. canobolensis, this taxon 
was elevated to species rank by Hunter (1998) as E. canobolensis, based on larger adult and 
juvenile leaves, bud and fruits, and square juvenile stems (Hunter, 1998).  

Conservation Status  
Eucalyptus canobolensis is listed as vulnerable. This species is eligible for listing as 
vulnerable under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (Cwlth) 
(EPBC Act) as, prior to the commencement of the EPBC Act, it was listed as vulnerable 
under Schedule 1 of the Endangered Species Protection Act 1992 (Cwlth) as 
E. rubida subsp. canobolensis. Eucalyptus canobolensis is also listed as vulnerable under 
Schedule 2 of the Threatened Species Conservation Act 1995 (NSW).  

Distribution and Habitat 
Eucalyptus canobolensis is restricted to the higher altitudes of Mount Canobolas, south-west 
of Orange on the NSW Central Tablelands. It is predominately found between 1200 and 
1300 m. This species dominates the Mount Canobolas State Conservation Area with mixed 
aged stands, totalling over 60 000 individuals (Hunter, 1998; DECC, 2005a), and occurs on 
basalt and volcanic trachytic outcrops in subalpine woodland (Hunter, 1998). This species 
occurs within the Central West (NSW) Natural Resource Management Region. 

The distribution of this species is not known to overlap with any EPBC Act-listed threatened 
ecological communities. 

Threats 
The main identified threats to E. canobolensis include Blackberry (Rubus fruticosis) 
infestations which impede regeneration, infrastructure development, invasion of Pinus radiata 
seedlings from adjacent State Forests, and forestry operations. 

The main potential threats to E. canobolensis include fire management strategies which may 
limit recruitment and cause plant death, and global warming and associated climate change 
resulting in a contraction to higher altitudes (DECC, 2005a).  
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Research Priorities 
Research priorities that would inform future regional and local priority actions include: 
• Design and implement a monitoring program of population demographics (DECC, 

2005a). 
• More precisely assess population size, distribution, ecological requirements and the 

relative impacts of threatening processes. 

Regional and Local Priority Actions  
The following regional priority recovery and threat abatement actions can be done to support 
the recovery of Eucalyptus canobolensis. 

Habitat Loss, Disturbance and Modification 
• Monitor known populations to identify key threats.  
• Monitor the progress of recovery, including the effectiveness of management actions and 

the need to adapt them if necessary.  
• Identify populations of high conservation priority. 
• Manage threats to areas of vegetation that contain populations/occurrences/remnants of 

Eucalyptus canobolensis. 
• Ensure chemicals or other mechanisms used to eradicate weeds do not have a significant 

adverse impact on Eucalyptus canobolensis.  
• Ensure road widening and maintenance activities (or other infrastructure or development 

activities involving substrate or vegetation disturbance) in areas where E. canobolensis 
occurs do not adversely impact on known populations (DECC, 2005b). 

• Negotiate with Forests NSW to create a buffer around Mt Canobolas State Conservation 
Area to reduce harvesting impacts (DECC, 2005b). 

• Control access routes to suitably constrain public access to known sites on public land 
(vehicular and pedestrian) (DECC, 2005b). 

• Investigate formal conservation arrangements such as the use of covenants, conservation 
agreements or inclusion in reserve tenure. 

Invasive Weeds 
• Implement the Mount Canobolas State Conservation Area management plan for the 

control of Blackberry in the local region (NSW NPWS, 2003). 
• Develop and implement a management plan for the control of Pinus radiata in the local 

region (DECC, 2005b). 

Fire 
• Include in the Reserve Fire Management Strategy for Mt Canobolas State Conservation 

Area an operational guideline to protect E. canobolensis from fire, with fire frequency >5 
years (DECC, 2005b).  

• Provide maps of known occurrences to local and state rural fire services and seek 
inclusion of mitigative measures (reduced frequency and mosaic pattern) in bush fire risk 
management plans, Threatened Species Hazard Reduction List, risk register and/or 
operation maps (DECC, 2005b). 

Conservation Information 
• Raise awareness of E. canobolensis within the local community. 

Enable Recovery of Additional Sites and/or Populations 
• Undertake appropriate seed collection and storage. 
• Investigate options for linking, enhancing or establishing additional populations. 
• Implement national translocation protocols (Vallee et al., 2004) if establishing additional 

populations is considered necessary and feasible. 
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This list does not necessarily encompass all actions that may be of benefit to E. canobolensis, 
but highlights those that are considered to be of highest priority at the time of preparing the 
conservation advice.  

Existing Plans/Management Prescriptions that are Relevant to the Species 

• NSW Priority Action Statement for Eucalyptus canobolensis (DECC, 2005b), 
• Mount Canobolas State Conservation Area Plan of Management (NSW NPWS, 2003), 

and 
• Blackberry, Rubus fruticosus: Best Practice Management Guide #5 (Bruzzese et al., 

2000). 

These prescriptions were current at the time of publishing; please refer to the relevant 
agency’s website for any updated versions.  
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