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Approved Conservation Advice  
(s266B of the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999) 

Approved Conservation Advice for 
Philotheca acrolopha 

This Conservation Advice has been developed based on the best available information at the 
time this Conservation Advice was approved; this includes existing plans, records or 
management prescriptions for this species.  

Description 

Philotheca acrolopha, Family Rutaceae, is a dense shrub growing to 1 m tall. Branchlets are 
reddish when young. Leaves are crowded on the stems, 7–13 mm long, 3–6 mm wide, 
hairless, smooth, the margins curved downwards. The leaf blade is wedge-shaped, the apex 
broad and notched, tapering at the base to a short stalk. Flowers are solitary, borne at the ends 
of branchlets on hairless, fleshy stalks about 2.5 mm long. Petals are about 5 mm long, firm, 
white to very pale pink (Wilson, 1998). Flowering has been recorded in July and October 
(BRI collection records, n.d.). This species was formerly known as Philotheca sp. Mt Tozer 
(L.J.Brass 19483) (CHAH, 2007). 

Conservation Status 

Philotheca acrolopha is listed as vulnerable. This species is eligible for listing as vulnerable 
under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (Cwlth) (EPBC 
Act) as, prior to the commencement of the EPBC Act, it was listed as vulnerable as 
Philotheca sp. Mt Tozer (L.J.Brass 19483) under Schedule 1 of the Endangered Species 
Protection Act 1992 (Cwlth). Philotheca acrolopha is also listed as vulnerable under the 
Nature Conservation (Wildlife) Regulation 2006 (Queensland). 

Distribution and Habitat 

Philotheca acrolopha is known from Mount Tozer in Iron Range National Park (NP), Cape 
York Peninsula, Queensland (Wilson, 1998). The Queensland Herbarium has five specimens 
of the species, collected from rocky granitic substrates near the summit of Mount Tozer in 
low shrubland and heathland of Black Sheoak (Allocasuarina littoralis), Fern-leaved 
Grevillea (Grevillea pteridifolia), Guinea Flower (Hibbertia banksii), Asteromyrtus brassii 
and Leptospermum purpurascens (BRI collection records, n.d.). Population sizes and area of 
occupancy are unknown. Collecting notes record the species as plentiful when collected in 
1948, locally abundant in 1986, and very common in 1994 (BRI collection records, n.d.). This 
species is reserved in Iron Range NP (BRI collection records, n.d.) and occurs within the 
Cape York (Queensland) Natural Resource Management Region. 

The distribution of this species is not known to overlap with any EPBC Act-listed threatened 
ecological community. 

Threats 

The main potential threats Philotheca acrolopha include impacts from tourism and fire. The 
summit area of Mount Tozer where the species occurs is accessible to the public, with a car 
park and viewing platform (QLD EPA, 2008b), and there is potential for visitor activity to 
cause damage to some plants. Wildfires occur in the area (Tropical Savannas CRC, 2007) and 
could threaten the population. 

Research Priorities 

Research priorities that would inform future regional and local priority actions include: 
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 Design and implement a monitoring program or, if appropriate, support and enhance 
existing programs. 

 More precisely assess population size, distribution, ecological requirements and the 
relative impacts of threatening processes. 

 Undertake survey work in suitable habitat and potential habitat to locate any additional 
populations/occurrences/remnants. 

 Undertake seed germination and/or vegetative propagation trials to determine the 
requirements for successful establishment. 

 Undertake research to determine the fire ecology of this species.  

Regional and Local Priority Actions 

The following regional and local priority recovery and threat abatement actions can be done 
to support the recovery of P. acrolopha. 

Habitat Loss, Disturbance and Modification 
 Monitor the known population to identify key threats. 
 Monitor the progress of recovery, including the effectiveness of management actions and 

the need to adapt them if necessary. 
 Control access routes to suitably constrain public access to known sites on public land. 
 Minimise adverse impacts from land use at known sites. 
 Ensure road widening and maintenance activities (or other infrastructure or development 

activities) involving substrate or vegetation disturbance in areas where P. acrolopha 
occurs do not adversely impact on the known population. 

Fire 
 Develop and implement a suitable fire management strategy for P. acrolopha. 
 Provide maps of known occurrences to local and state Rural Fire Services and seek 

inclusion of mitigative measures in bush fire risk management plans, risk register and/or 
operation maps. 

Conservation Information 
 Raise awareness of P. acrolopha within the local community. 

Enable Recovery of Additional Sites and/or Populations 
 Undertake appropriate seed collection and storage. 
 Investigate options for linking, enhancing or establishing additional populations. 
 Implement national translocation protocols (Vallee et al., 2004) if establishing additional 

populations is considered necessary and feasible. 

Existing Plans/Management Prescriptions that are Relevant to the Species 

 Cape York Back on Track Biodiversity Action Plan (Queensland EPA, 2008a), and  
 Threatened plants of Cape York Peninsula (Landsberg & Clarkson, 2004).  

These prescriptions were current at the time of publishing; please refer to the relevant 
agency’s website for any updated versions.  

This list does not necessarily encompass all actions that may be of benefit to P. acrolopha, 
but highlights those that are considered to be of highest priority at the time of preparing the 
conservation advice.  

Information Sources: 

BRI Collection Records (undated), Queensland Herbarium specimens. 
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