
The Minister deleted this species from the endangered category, effective from 14 December 2013 

Pterostylis atriola (Snug greenhood) Listing Advice 
Page 1 of 4 

Advice to the Minister for the Environment 
from the Threatened Species Scientific Committee (the Committee) 

on amendment to the list of Threatened Species under the 
Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act) 

1. Reason for Conservation Assessment by the Committee 

This advice follows assessment of information gathered through the Commonwealth’s 
partnership with Tasmania, which is aimed at systematically reviewing species that are 
inconsistently listed under the EPBC Act and relevant Tasmanian legislation/lists. 

The Snug greenhood is listed as rare under the Tasmanian Threatened Species Protection Act 
1995. It was originally listed as endangered under the EPBC Act’s predecessor, the Endangered 
Species Protection Act 1992, and its endangered status was retained when the EPBC Act came 
into force. The Committee provides the following assessment of the appropriateness of the 
species’ deletion from the EPBC Act list of threatened species. 

 Pterostylis atriola (Snug greenhood) 

2. Summary of Species Details 

Taxonomy Conventionally accepted as Pterostylis atriola D.L.Jones 
(CHAH, 2005) 

State Listing Status Listed as a threatened flora species (in the rare and at-risk 
category) with a small population that is listed as at risk of 
extinction under the Tasmanian Threatened Species Protection 
Act 1995. 

Description The Snug greenhood is an orchid growing to 35 cm tall, with 
one or two leaf rosettes arising from the base of the flower stem. 
The three to six leaves are dark green and oval shaped, and 
3–14 mm long and 4–9 mm wide. The one to ten inward-facing 
striped dark green and white flowers are 8–9.5 mm long and 
2.5 mm wide with a brown apex (DPIPWE, 2011). 

Distribution The Snug greenhood is endemic to Tasmania. It is known from 
widely separated localities ranging from near-coastal lowland 
and hinterlands in the north and east, to 600 m above sea level 
in the southeast (DPIPWE, 2011). 

Relevant 
Biology/Ecology 

The Snug greenhood occurs on generally stony soil on a wide 
range of substrates including Jurassic dolerite and Devonian 
granodiorite and on varying aspects/topographies (exposed 
ridges, upper slopes, frost hollows, gorges, rock plates). It 
occurs in dry sclerophyll forest typically with an open 
understorey. The Snug greenhood is believed to respond 
positively to occasional disturbance from fire and mechanical 
disturbance of the soil but does not rely on it for subpopulations 
to exist (DPIPWE, 2011). 

The Snug greenhood reproduces entirely from seed in 
association with mycorrhizal fungi. Plants may not flower every 
year, though when they do, it is for a short period (in the order of 
weeks) (DPIPWE, 2011). 
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Threats  

Known Known threats to the Snug greenhood are clearing and 
conversion of native forests to monoculture plantations, 
intensive forestry activities such as clear felling, and 
inappropriate road, 4WD and walking track maintenance which 
may result in localised losses. 

Potential Two subpopulations are within areas proposed for large 
irrigation dams (DPIPWE, 2011). 

Current information indicates that some subpopulations of the 
species may be under threat from lack of disturbance 
(Threatened Species Section, DPIPWE, 2011). However, 
subpopulations on State forest are expected to persist even if 
logging in native forests is terminated, given the likely natural 
fire regime in their habitat (DPIPWE, 2011). 

3. Public Consultation 

Notice of the proposed amendment was made available for public comment for 30 business 
days. No comments were received. 

4. How judged by the Committee in relation to the EPBC Act criteria and Regulations 

Criterion 1: It has undergone, is suspected to have undergone or is likely to undergo in the 
immediate future a very severe, severe or substantial reduction in numbers 

Not eligible 

Criterion element Evidence 

Reduction in numbers Insufficient data – Due to an increased survey effort more 
plants and subpopulations have been detected, resulting in 
estimates of the number of mature individuals increasing from 
130 when the species was originally listed in 2001 to a current 
population in the low 1000s. However there are insufficient 
data to show whether the species is declining in numbers 
(DPIWE, 2006). Repeat visits to some sites subject to logging 
suggest that numbers in some subpopulations are relatively 
stable under the existing disturbance regime (DPIPWE, 2011). 

Criterion 2: Its geographic distribution is precarious for the survival of the species and is very 
restricted, restricted or limited 

Not eligible 

Criterion element Evidence 

Geographic distribution 

AND 

Not limited – The area of occupancy is unknown, however the 
linear range of the species is estimated to be 300 km. The 
extent of occurrence is estimated to be 31 500 km2 (DPIPWE, 
2011). 

Geographic distribution 
precarious 

No – The species is not known to be severely fragmented or 
exist at limited locations. Subpopulations are known from 
15 confirmed sites and more subpopulations are likely to be 
detected through further survey. 

While two small subpopulations may be impacted by dam 
proposals, a significant decline in the species due to intensive 
forestry activities is not anticipated. This is because the 
species generally occurs in dry eucalypt forests, on relatively 



 

Pterostylis atriola (Snug greenhood) Listing Advice 
Page 3 of 4 

stony soils. These sites are not generally considered suitable 
for clearfelling and conversion to monoculture plantation. 
However, some sites are subject to selective logging and more 
intensive logging (such as clearfelling followed by high intensity 
regeneration burning), activities which the species appears to 
tolerate and may even benefit from. 

The species is not recorded as having extreme fluctuations in 
population size. 

Low intensity activities (e.g. slashing) and periodic road or 
track maintenance may not be detrimental, especially if 
undertaken during the non-fertile period of the species’ life 
history. In fact, the Snug greenhood appears to respond 
positively to mechanical disturbance of the soil. However, more 
intensive upgrading of roads or tracks supporting the species 
(e.g. widening or sealing activities) could be more detrimental, 
at least at a local scale (DPIPWE, 2011). 

Criterion 3: The estimated total number of mature individuals is very low, low or limited; 
 and either 

(a) evidence suggests that the number will continue to decline at a very high, high 
or substantial rate; or 
(b) the number is likely to continue to decline and its geographic distribution is 
precarious for its survival 

Not eligible 

Criterion element Evidence 

Total no. of mature 
individuals 

AND 

Low – Current estimates suggest that the total population size 
of the Snug greenhood is in the low 1000s. 

Continued rate of decline  Insufficient data – As stated in criterion 1 further surveys have 
detected a higher number of mature individuals than previously 
estimated as well as new subpopulations. However there are 
insufficient data to show whether the species is declining or 
increasing in numbers. 

OR 

Total no. of mature 
individuals  

AND 

Low – Current estimates suggest that the total population size 
of the Snug greenhood is in the low 1000s. 

Continued decline likely 

AND 

Insufficient data – See criterion 1. 

Geographic distribution 
precarious 

No – As stated in criterion 2, geographic distribution of this 
species is not considered to be precarious. 

Criterion 4: The estimated total number of mature individuals is extremely low, very low or low 

Not eligible 

Criterion element Evidence 

Total no. of mature 
individuals 

Not low – As stated in criteria 1 and 3, there is estimated to be 
more than 1000 mature individuals of this species, therefore it 
does not meet this criterion. 



 

Pterostylis atriola (Snug greenhood) Listing Advice 
Page 4 of 4 

Criterion 5: Probability of extinction in the wild that is at least 
 (a) 50% in the immediate future; or 
 (b) 20% in the near future; or 
 (c) 10% in the medium-term future 

Not eligible 

Criterion element Evidence 

Probability of extinction in 
the wild 

No data 

5. Recommendation 

The Committee notes that this species is ineligible for listing under any criteria as the estimated 
number of mature individuals has increased and the current threats are unlikely to have a 
significant impact. 

The Committee recommends that the list referred to in section 178 of the EPBC Act be 
amended by deleting from the list in the endangered category: 

Pterostylis atriola 

Threatened Species Scientific Committee 

6 March 2012 
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