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Approved Conservation Advice for Acacia imitans (Gibson Wattle) 

(s266B of the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999) 

This Conservation Advice has been developed based on the best available information at the 
time this Conservation Advice was approved; this includes existing plans, records or 
management prescriptions for this species. 

Description 

Acacia imitans, Family Mimosaceae, also known as the Gibson Wattle, is a low, semi-
prostrate and prickly shrub up to 1 m tall with yellow flowers that appear from August to 
September.  

Conservation Status 

The Gibson Wattle is listed as endangered. This species is eligible for listing as endangered 
under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (Cwlth) (EPBC 
Act) as the species has a restricted geographic distribution with an estimated extent of 
occurrence of about 20 km2. The species geographic distribution is precarious for its survival 
given the nature of ongoing threats (TSSC, 2006).  

The species is also listed as Declared Rare Flora under the Western Australian Wildlife 
Conservation Act 1950. 

Distribution and Habitat 

The Gibson Wattle is known from six subpopulations, all in the Mount Singleton region to the 
northeast of Perth. It grows on slopes with rocky red loam derived from dolerite, in tall 
shrubland. The geographic extent of the species is estimated to be 20 km2. The total number 
of individuals of the Gibson Wattle is estimated to be 500 to 550 mature plants (CALM, 
2006). This species is likely to be undergoing a decline in numbers on the basis of observed 
plant deaths in some subpopulations due to goat browsing (TSSC, 2006).  

This species occurs within the Northern Agricultural Natural Resource Management Region. 

The distribution of this species is not known to overlap with any EPBC Act-listed threatened 
ecological community. 

Threats 

The main identified threats to the Gibson Wattle are grazing and habitat degradation by feral 
goats and grazing by domestic stock. 

Research Priorities 

Research priorities that would inform future regional and local priority actions include: 
 Design and implement a monitoring program or, if appropriate, support and enhance 

existing programs. 
 Undertake seed germination and/or vegetative propagation trials to determine the 

requirements for successful establishment. 
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Regional Priority Actions 

The following regional priority recovery and threat abatement actions can be done to support 
the recovery of the Gibson Wattle. 

Habitat Loss, Disturbance and Modification 
 Investigate formal conservation arrangements, management agreements and covenants on 

private land, and for crown and private land investigate inclusion in reserve tenure if 
possible. 

Trampling, Browsing or Grazing 
 Develop and implement a management plan for the control and eradication of feral goats 

(Capra hircus) in the region. 

Fire 
 Develop and implement a suitable fire management strategy for the Gibson Wattle. 

Enable Recovery of Additional Sites and/or Populations 
 Undertake appropriate seed collection and storage. 

Local Priority Actions 

The following local priority recovery and threat abatement actions can be done to support the 
recovery of the Gibson Wattle.  

Habitat Loss, Disturbance and Modification 
 Undertake survey work in suitable habitat and potential habitat to locate any additional 

populations/occurrences/remnants.  
 Minimise adverse impacts from land use at known sites. 

Trampling, Browsing or Grazing  
 Prevent grazing pressure at known sites through exclusion fencing or other barriers. 

 
This list does not necessarily encompass all actions that may be of benefit to the 
Gibson Wattle, but highlights those that are considered to be of highest priority at the time of 
preparing the conservation advice.  

 

Information Sources: 

CALM (2006).  Unpublished records from the WA CALM Declared Rare Flora database and rare flora files.  
Western Australian Department of Conservation and Land Management. 

TSSC (2006). Threatened Species Scientific Committee listing advice for Acacia imitans (Gibson Wattle). 
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