
Advice to the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and the Arts from the Threatened 
Species Scientific Committee (the Committee) on Amendments to the list of Threatened 

Species under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act) 
 

1.  Scientific name (common name) 

Acacia imitans (Gibson Wattle) 

 

2.  Description 

The Gibson Wattle is a low, dense, semi-prostrate shrub up to 1 m tall and to 3 m wide (Maslin 
1999; Western Australian Herbarium, 2006). The branches are grey, smooth and divide into 
numerous, short, straight and spiny branchlets, often devoid of phyllodes (flattened leaf petioles or 
leaf stalks that look like leaves). The phyllodes are asymmetric, small and have a sharp, upturned 
point. The flowers are yellow and appear from August to September. 
 
It grows on slopes with rocky red loam derived from dolerite, in tall shrubland (WA CALM, 
2006). Some plants also grow in mixtures of red loam and dolerite. 

 

3.  National Context 

The Gibson Wattle is endemic to Western Australia. Six subpopulations are known, all from the 
Mount Singleton area approximately 300 km northeast of Perth (WA CALM, 2006). 

The species is listed as Declared Rare Flora under the Western Australian Wildlife Conservation 
Act 1950. 

 

4.  How judged by the Committee in relation to the EPBC Act criteria. 

The Committee judges the species to be eligible for listing as endangered under the EPBC Act. 
The justification against the criteria is as follows: 

 

Criterion 1 – It has undergone, is suspected to have undergone or is likely to undergo in the 
immediate future a very severe, severe or substantial reduction in numbers. 

The Gibson Wattle was first described in 1999 (Maslin, 1999), based on the single subpopulation 
then known. Estimates of population trends covering all six subpopulations currently recognised 
are available from 2001 only. In the interval from 2001 to 2004, the estimated total population size 
of the Gibson Wattle increased from about 270 to 500 plants (WA CALM, 2006). The change is 
due to marked increases in two subpopulations (of at least 150 plants each) and is a consequence 
of survey effort identifying new plants. It should be noted that another subpopulation showed a 
marked decrease (of about 50 plants) over the period. 

There are ongoing threats to the Gibson Wattle that have a potentially adverse impact on plant 
numbers, notably grazing by feral goats and domestic stock. In 2001, grazing was estimated to 
have caused the deaths of 80% of plants in one subpopulation and 5% of plants in a second 
subpopulation (WA CALM, 2006). The first subpopulation was not sighted in 2004; however, the 
second subpopulation was one that recorded a substantial increase in numbers in 2004, including 
regrowth on plants previously believed to be dead. The species was also observed to show 
regrowth after wildfire (WA CALM, 2006). 
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Despite the presence of known ongoing threats, the available data do not support a reduction of 
numbers in the past or that it is likely to occur in the immediate future. Therefore, the species is 
not eligible for listing under this criterion. 

 

Criterion 2 – Its geographic distribution is precarious for the survival of the species and is 
very restricted, restricted or limited. 

The Gibson Wattle is only known to occur in the Mount Singleton area about 300 km northeast of 
Perth (WA CALM, 2006). The Committee considers that the geographic extent of the species is 
restricted on the basis its extent of occurrence is estimated to be about 20 km2 (WA CALM, 2006). 
The area of occupancy is not known and has not been recorded for all of the six known 
subpopulations. 

There are no data available to indicate whether, or to what extent, a past decline in the geographic 
distribution of the Gibson Wattle has occurred (WA CALM, 2006). However, the species is 
subject to ongoing threats, notably grazing by feral goats and, to a lesser degree, by domestic 
stock. Surveys in 2001 revealed that grazing by feral goats had reduced individual plants to spiny 
cushions whereby all the upper branches were defoliated and substantial numbers of dead plants 
were observed (80% and 5% in two separate subpopulations) (WA CALM, 2006). 

None of the six known subpopulations occur in reserves: subpopulations in the Mt Singleton 
region are on leased pastoral land, whilst Mt Gibson station, which contains two subpopulations, 
has been leased to a private conservation group which has begun destocking the station (WA 
CALM, 2006). In areas subject to destocking, new growth has been recorded on plants and the 
number of goats has been reduced. Despite these mitigating measures, feral goat numbers are not 
being controlled consistently across all sites. It is therefore likely that the detrimental impacts of 
goat numbers will continue into the immediate future. 

Although the geographic distribution of the Gibson Wattle is restricted and ongoing threats are 
present, the species is not subject to fragmentation, does not occur in a restricted number of 
locations and two subpopulations occur in an area managed by a conservation group. Therefore, 
the species is eligible for listing as endangered under this criterion. 

 

Criterion 3 – The estimated total number of mature individuals is limited to a particular 
degree and: (a) evidence suggests that the number will continue to decline at a particular 
rate; or (b) the number is likely to continue to decline and its geographic distribution is 
precarious for its survival. 

The total number of individuals of the Gibson Wattle is estimated to be 500 to 550 mature plants 
(WA CALM, 2006). The species is threatened by the grazing and degradation of habitat by feral 
goats. There are insufficient data to estimate the likely rate of decline in plant numbers but a 
decline is inferred on the basis of observed plant deaths in some subpopulations due to goat 
browsing. In addition, the structure of the subpopulations is such that they are typically low in 
number with no more than 200 mature plants recorded (WA CALM, 2006). Therefore, the species 
is eligible for listing as endangered under this criterion. 

 

Criterion 4 – The estimated total number of mature individuals is extremely low, very low or 
low. 

The total number of individuals of the Gibson Wattle is estimated to be 500 to 550 mature plants 
(WA CALM, 2006). The estimated total number of mature individuals is low and, therefore, the 
species is eligible for listing as vulnerable under this criterion. 
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Criterion 5 – Probability of extinction in the wild. 
 
There are no quantitative data available to assess the species against this criterion. 

 

5.  CONCLUSION 

The Gibson Wattle is a semi-prostrate shrub that is endemic to Western Australia. It has a 
restricted distribution in the Mount Singleton region comprising six known subpopulations. The 
species is subject to continuing threats from feral goat activities (browsing and degradation of 
habitat) and also grazing by pastoral stock. The total number of mature individuals is estimated to 
be about 500 to 550 mature plants. The geographic distribution is restricted with an estimated 
extent of occurrence of about 20 km2, which is precarious for the taxon’s survival given the nature 
of ongoing threats. The species is therefore eligible for listing as endangered under criterion 2, 
endangered under criterion 3 and vulnerable under criterion 4. 

 

Recovery Plan  

The Committee considers that there should be a recovery plan for this species. The Gibson Wattle 
is known from six subpopulations with a low number of mature individuals. The species does not 
occur in any formal conservation reserves and most of the known localities are not being managed 
for conservation purposes. The species is subject to significant ongoing threats which can be better 
managed with a recovery plan in place. 

 

6.  Recommendation 

(i)  The Committee recommends that the list referred to in section 178 of the EPBC Act be 
amended by including in the list in the endangered category: 

Acacia imitans (Gibson Wattle) 

 

(ii) The Committee recommends that there be a recovery plan for this species. 

 

 

 

 

Associate Professor Robert J.S. Beeton 

Chair 

Threatened Species Scientific Committee 
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