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Approved Conservation Advice for Caladenia melanema (Ballerina Orchid) 

(s266B of the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999) 

This Conservation Advice has been developed based on the best available information at the 
time this Conservation Advice was approved; this includes existing plans, records or 
management prescriptions for this species. 

Description 

Caladenia melanoma, Family Orchidaceae, also known as Ballerina Orchid, is a small 
inconspicuous, terrestrial spider orchid. Each plant has a single erect pale green leaf, 
approximately 12 centimetres long (Hopper and Brown, 2001).  The spider-like flowers are 
about 4–5 cm across and cream with maroon markings.  The flowering period is from August 
to early September. 

Conservation Status 

The Ballerina Orchid is listed as critically endangered.  This species is eligible for listing as 
critically endangered under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 
1999 (Cwlth) (EPBC Act) as it has a very restricted geographic distribution, low number of 
existing mature individuals and is subject to threats (TSSC, 2006).   

The species is also listed as Declared Rare Flora under the Western Australian Wildlife 
Conservation Act 1950. 

Distribution and Habitat 

The Ballerina Orchid is endemic to Western Australia and is known from a single 
subpopulation near Lake Altham, approximately 290km southeast of Perth.  The total known 
population size of the species is approximately 300 mature individuals all within one 
subpopulation (CALM, 2006). The species grows in a white, sand clay-loam rise among salt 
flats beneath Eucalyptus spathulata mallees, Melaleuca scrub or thickets and very scattered 
low chenopod shrubs. 

This species occurs within the Avon Natural Resource Management Region. 

The distribution of this species is not known to overlap with any EPBC Act-listed threatened 
ecological community. 

Threats 

The main identified threat to the Ballerina Orchid is land clearing.  Ninety-nine percent of the 
population is located within a nature reserve within a largely cleared area of the Western 
Australian wheatbelt (CALM, 2006). 

The main potential threats to the species include grazing impacts from kangaroos, increasing 
salinity levels and road maintenance activities (TSSC, 2006). 

Regional Priority Actions  

The following regional priority recovery and threat abatement actions can be done to support 
the recovery of the Ballerina Orchid. 

 Ensure road widening and maintenance activities (or other infrastructure or development 
activities) involving substrate or vegetation disturbance in areas where the species occurs 
does not adversely impact on the known population. 
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 Manage any changes to hydrology that may result in changes to water table levels and/or 
increased run-off, sedimentation. 
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 Undertake appropriate seed, germplasm and mycorrhizal fungi collection and storage, 
ensuring appropriate phytohygiene protocols are observed. 

Local Priority Actions  

The following local priority recovery and threat abatement actions can be done to support the 
recovery of the Ballerina Orchid. 

 Monitor known populations to identify any changes in key threats and numbers of 
individuals. 

 Ensure an appropriate grazing management regime at the site. 
 

This list does not necessarily encompass all actions that may be of benefit to the Ballerina 
Orchid, but highlights those that are considered to be of highest priority at the time of 
preparing the Conservation Advice.  
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