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Advice to the Minister for Sustainability, Environment, Water, Population & Communities 
from the Threatened Species Scientific Committee (the Committee) 

on amendment to the list of Threatened Species under the 
Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act) 

1. Reason for Conservation Assessment by the Committee 

This advice follows assessment of information gathered through the Commonwealth’s 
partnership agreement with Western Australia, which is aimed at systematically reviewing 
species that are inconsistently listed under the EPBC Act and relevant Western Australian 
legislation/lists. 
 
The Committee provides the following assessment of the appropriateness of this species’ 
inclusion in the EPBC Act list of threatened species: 
 
Grevillea corrugata (a shrub) 
 
2. Summary of Species Details 

 
Taxonomy Conventionally accepted as Grevillea corrugata Olde & Marriott 

(CHAH 2005). 

State Listing Status Listed as declared rare flora that is rare or likely to become 
extinct under the Western Australian Wildlife Conservation Act 
1950. Managed as vulnerable by the Western Australian 
Government. 

Description Grevillea corrugata is a shrub that grows to 2.5 m tall and 2 m 
wide. Branchlets are slightly angular, openly tomentose and 
longitudinally ribbed. Leaves are 40–60 mm long and 50–90 mm 
wide. Leaf margins are curved, enclosing the lower surface of 
the leaf blade, forming two grooves with the midvein (Hollister 
and Lander, 2008). Flowers are white in colour with green 
heads, flower stems 30–50 mm in length consisting of 
approximately 20–50 small branchlets. Fruit is 7–11 mm in 
length, oblong or ellipsoidal in shape, hairless and non-viscid 
(sticky) (Olde and Marriot, 1993). 

Distribution Endemic to Western Australia, where confined to an area 
approximately 10 km south of Bindoon (Makinson, 2000). 

Relevant 
Biology/Ecology 

Grevillea corrugata grows in gravelly loam on a roadside in 
partially cleared Eucalyptus woodland. The species is probably 
insect-pollinated and regenerates from seed, judging from the 
number of fruits freely setting (Hollister and Lander, 2008). 

Threats  

Known There are no known current threats to this species. 

Potential Potential threats common to roadside flora include grading, 
chemical spraying, channel construction, mowing and weed 
competition. 

 
3. Public Consultation 
Notice of the proposed amendment was made available for public comment for 30 business 
days. No comments were received. 
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4. How judged by the Committee in relation to the EPBC Act criteria and Regulations 
Criterion 1:  It has undergone, is suspected to have undergone or is likely to undergo in the 

immediate future a very severe, severe or substantial reduction in numbers 

Not eligible 
 

Criterion element Evidence 
Reduction in numbers Insufficient data – There has been partial clearing of the land 

surrounding the species and also roadside disturbance (Olde 
and Marriott, 1993). Therefore, it is possible that some plants 
were cleared, causing a reduction in numbers, but the extent of 
reduction is not known. 

 

Criterion 2: Its geographic distribution is precarious for the survival of the species and is very 
restricted, restricted or limited 

Not eligible 
 

Criterion element Evidence 
Geographic distribution 

AND 

Very restricted – Grevillea corrugata has been found in only 
two locations, 0.5 km apart (WA Herbarium, 2011). Due to the 
eucalypt-based roadside habitat there is likely to be an extent 
of occurrence of less than 1 km2. One site has an estimated 
10–20 mature individuals and it is likely that the other site has 
a similar number of mature individuals (Olde and Marriott, 
1993). 

 

Geographic distribution 
precarious 

No – In 1992, only two sites contained individuals at a distance 
of 0.5 km apart (WA Herbarium, 2011). A full search of the 
area surrounding these sites was not able to be conducted as 
a large proportion of the land was private property (Olde and 
Marriott, 1993). 

Although the geographic distribution is very restricted and 
fragmented, there are no data to show continuing decline or 
extreme fluctuations of this species, therefore the geographic 
distribution is not precarious for the survival of this species. 

 

Criterion 3:  The estimated total number of mature individuals is very low, low or limited; 
  and either 

(a) evidence suggests that the number will continue to decline at a very high, high 
or substantial rate; or 
(b) the number is likely to continue to decline and its geographic distribution is 
precarious for its survival 

Not eligible 
 

Criterion element Evidence 

Total no. of mature 
individuals 

AND 

Insufficient data – Approximately 20–30 plants were found at 
the original collection site (Olde & Marriott, 1993), with about 
30 plants found at the other site 0.5 km away (WA Herbarium 
data, 2011). 
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 Ten collections of Grevillea corrugata from three locations 
have been recorded all within a radius of less than 1 km (AVH, 
2011). Seven of the recorded collections were made by 
P. Olde in October 1992, and most likely were included in his 
population estimate. 

Therefore it is likely that there are less than 250 known mature 
individuals of this species. 

Continued rate of decline  Insufficient data – Due to the limited knowledge of 
Grevillea corrugata that it cannot be determined whether 
numbers have continuously declined. 

OR 
Total no. of mature 
individuals  

AND 

Very low – As mentioned above, there appears to be less than 
250 known individuals. 

 

Continued decline likely 

AND 

No data 

Geographic distribution 
precarious 

Yes – As discussed in Criterion 2, there are only two confirmed 
locations where Grevillea corrugata has been found. Whilst 
there are no known current threats to the species there are 
threats common to roadside plants. These threats include 
grading, chemical spraying, channel construction, mowing and 
weed competition. 

 

Criterion 4:  The estimated total number of mature individuals is extremely low, very low or 
low 

Eligible for listing as endangered 
 

Criterion element Evidence 

Total no. of mature 
individuals 

Very low – There are only two known populations of 
Grevillea corrugata. As noted under Criterion 2, it can be 
inferred that there are less than 250 recorded mature 
individuals. 

 

Criterion 5:  Probability of extinction in the wild that is at least 
 (a) 50% in the immediate future; or 
 (b) 20% in the near future; or 
 (c) 10% in the medium-term future 
 
Not eligible 
 
Criterion element Evidence 

Probability of extinction in 
the wild 

No data 
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Recovery Plan 
There should not be a recovery plan for Grevillea corrugata as the approved conservation 
advice for the species provides sufficient direction to implement priority actions and mitigate 
against key threats. 

 

5. Recommendations 
(i) The Committee recommends that the list referred to in section 178 of the EPBC Act be 

amended by including in the list in the endangered category: 

Grevillea corrugata 
(ii) The Committee recommends that there should not be a recovery plan for this species. 

 

Threatened Species Scientific Committee 
6 March 2011 
 
 
 
 
6. References cited in the advice 
 
Australia’s Virtual Herbarium (AVH) (2009). Council of Heads of Australasian Herbaria Inc.: AVH 

Australia's Virtual Herbarium.  
Accessed: 27 September 2011 
Available on the Internet at: http://www.chah.gov.au/avh 

 
Council of Heads of Australasian Herbaria (CHAH). (2005). Australian Plant Census. Retrieved 

September 27, 2011, from <http://www.anbg.gov.au/chah/apc> 
 
Hollister, C., & Lander, N. (2008). Grevillea corrugata Olde & Marriott. FloraBase: the Western 

Australian Flora. 
Accessed: 27 September 2011 
Available on the Internet at: http://florabase.dec.wa.gov.au/browse/profile/14319 

 
Makinson, R. O. (2000). Grevillea corrugata. In Flora of Australia (pp. 432–433, 490). Australian 

Biological Resources Study. 
 
Olde, P. M., & Marriott, N. R. (1993). New species and taxonomic changes in Grevillea 

(Proteaceae: Grevilleoideae) from south-west Western Australia. Nuytsia 9: 247–249. 
 
Western Australian Herbarium (WA Herbarium). (2011). Florabase. Retrieved from Florabase - 

the Western Australian Flora: <http://florabase.dec.wa.gov.au/> 

http://www.chah.gov.au/avh�
http://florabase.dec.wa.gov.au/browse/profile/14319�

	Advice to the Minister for Sustainability, Environment, Water, Population & Communities from the Threatened Species Scientific Committee (the Committee) on amendment to the list of Threatened Species under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity C...
	Grevillea corrugata (a shrub)
	5. Recommendations
	(ii) The Committee recommends that there should not be a recovery plan for this species.

