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Approved Conservation Advice 
(s266B of the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999). 

Approved Conservation Advice for 
Pseudocephalozia paludicola 

This Conservation Advice has been developed based on the best available information at the 
time this conservation advice was approved.  

Description 
Pseudocephalozia paludicola, Family Lepidoziaceae, is a tiny sub-alpine liverwort with 
creeping, darkish green shoots with three rows of leaves and ventral stolons (above-ground 
runners). The lateral leaves have three to four lobes, while the underleaves are variably lobed. 
The lobes are triangular to long triangular and normally sharply tipped with entire margins. 
The under leaves are 3-4 lobed and vary from small to the same size as the lateral leaves. The 
male reproductive parts are often situated on the leafy leading stems. The female reproductive 
parts are short (Scott, 1985). In the field, most Pseudocephalozia species are a light, often 
lucid green. 

Conservation Status 
Pseudocephalozia paludicola is listed as vulnerable. This species is eligible for listing as 
vulnerable under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (Cwlth) 
(EPBC Act) as, prior to the commencement of the EPBC Act, it was listed as vulnerable under 
Schedule 1 of the Endangered Species Protection Act 1992 (Cwlth). 
Pseudocephalozia paludicola is also listed as threatened under the Flora and Fauna 
Guarantee Act 1988 (Victoria). 

Distribution and Habitat 
Pseudocephalozia paludicola is only known from five localities: two in Tasmania, at Mt 
Rufus and Walls of Jerusalem National Park (NP), and three in Victoria, all in Mt Baw Baw 
NP (Scott, 1997). All confirmed reports are from sub-alpine areas, where the preferred habitat 
seems to be boggy grassland. The known extant populations of this species occur in the West 
Gippsland (Victoria) and North (Tasmania) Natural Resource Management Regions. 

The distribution of this species is not known to overlap with any EPBC Act-listed threatened 
ecological communities. 

Threats 
The main identified threats to known populations include the small number of populations, 
and the small size and apparently transient nature of the populations. Transient populations 
cause difficulty when relocating and surveying this species.   

Slope grooming and other infrastructure involved in ski field development represent potential 
threats to the species, where its distribution coincides with alpine resorts (J Sago, 2001, pers. 
comm.).  

Research Priorities 
Research priorities that would inform future regional and local priority actions include: 
• Design and implement a monitoring program. 
• More precisely assess population size, distribution, ecological requirements and the 

relative impacts of threatening processes. 



This Conservation Advice was approved by the Minister / Delegate of the Minister on: 
3/7/2008 

Pseudocephalozia paludicola Conservation Advice - Page 2 of 2 

• Undertake survey work in suitable habitat and potential habitat to locate any additional 
populations.  

Regional and Local Priority Actions 
The following priority recovery and threat abatement actions can be done to support the 
recovery of Pseudocephalozia paludicola. 

Habitat Loss, Disturbance and Modification 
• Monitor known populations to identify key threats. 
• Monitor the progress of recovery, including the effectiveness of management actions and 

the need to adapt them if necessary. 
• Ensure road widening and maintenance activities and other infrastructure or development 

activities involving substrate or vegetation disturbance, including ski slope grooming, do 
not adversely impact on known populations. 

• Control access routes to suitably constrain public access to known sites on public land. 
• Minimise adverse impacts from land use at known sites. 
• Suitably control and manage access on private land, if additional populations are located 

there. 
• Investigate further formal conservation arrangements such as the use of covenants, 

conservation agreements or inclusion in reserve tenure if additional populations are 
located on private land. 

Conservation Information 
• Raise awareness of P. paludicola within the local community. 

This list does not necessarily encompass all actions that may be of benefit to 
Pseudocephalozia paludicola, but highlights those that are considered to be of highest priority 
at the time of preparing the conservation advice.  
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