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Approved Conservation Advice  
(s266B of the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999) 

Approved Conservation Advice for 
Tetratheca paynterae (Paynter's Tetratheca) 

This Conservation Advice has been developed based on the best available information at the 
time this Conservation Advice was approved; this includes existing plans, records or 
management prescriptions for this species. 

Description 

Tetratheca paynterae, Family Tremandraceae, also known as Paynter's Tetratheca, is a small, 
erect or decumbent shrub with divaricate branches, growing to a height of 0.15–1.0 m. The 
leaves are sparse, 0.8–2.5 mm long, less than 1 mm wide, early deciduous and often 
apparently absent. Flowers occur in clusters of 1–3 on curved pedicels about 1–11 mm long. 
Flowers have 5 deciduous, obovate to elliptic petals each about 5–13 mm long and 3–8 mm 
wide, that are deep pink with a yellow spot at the base. Fruits are about 5–8 mm long and 4–
6 mm wide (Brown et al., 1998; Butcher, 2007). Peak flowering occurs from September to 
November, although opportunistic flowering is known in April and June in response to 
available water (Butcher, 2007). Two subspecies have been recognised, T. paynterae subsp. 
paynterae and T. paynterae subsp. cremnobata (Butcher, 2007). 

Conservation Status 

Paynter's Tetratheca is listed as endangered. This species is eligible for listing as endangered 
under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (Cwlth) (EPBC 
Act) as, prior to the commencement of the EPBC Act, it was listed as endangered under 
Schedule 1 of the Endangered Species Protection Act 1992 (Cwlth). Paynter's Tetratheca is 
also listed as Declared Rare Flora under the Wildlife Conservation Act 1950 (Western 
Australia). 

Distribution and Habitat 

Paynter's Tetratheca is endemic to Western Australia, where it is restricted to two locations 
80–110 km north of Koolyanobbing (Butcher, 2007). The range of one sub-population occurs 
over 2 km with approximately 1000 individuals (Alford, 1995; Brown et al., 1998). Around 
8000 plants have been recorded at the second location (see Butcher, 2007). Neither location 
occurs in a conservation reserve (Alford, 1995; Brown et al., 1998; Butcher, 2007). 

Paynter's Tetratheca grows in rock crevices, ridges, cliffs and breakways in shallow pockets 
of rich red loam soil. The locations occur on highly exposed, windswept areas amongst rocks 
on banded ironstone hills (Alford, 1995; Brown et al., 1998; Butcher, 2007). Associated 
vegetation is sparse to open scrub and includes species such as Calycopeplus pauciflorus, 
Melaleuca spp., Exocarpos aphyllus, Alyxia buxifolia, Acacia tetragonophylla and Dodonea 
viscosa over a sparse understorey (Alford, 1995; Butcher, 2007). This species occurs within 
the Avon (Western Australia) Natural Resource Management Region. 

The distribution of this species is not known to overlap with any EPBC Act-listed threatened 
ecological community. 

Threats 

Mining exploration has adversely affected a sub-population in one area (Butcher, 2007), but 
future developments are unlikely (Brown et al., 1998). There are limited potential threats to 
Paynter's Tetratheca with the population relatively secure. Changed grazing regimes may 
adversely affect the species.  

 Tetratheca paynterae Conservation Advice - Page 1 of 3 



This Conservation Advice was approved by the Minister / Delegate of the Minister on: 
16/12/2008 

Research Priorities 

Research priorities that would inform future regional and local priority actions include: 
 Design and implement a monitoring program or, if appropriate, support and enhance 

existing programs. 
 More precisely assess population size, distribution, ecological requirements and the 

relative impacts of threatening processes. 
 Undertake survey work in suitable habitat and potential habitat to locate any additional 

populations. 
 Undertake seed germination and/or vegetative propagation trials to determine the 

requirements for successful establishment. 

Regional and Local Priority Actions  

The following priority recovery and threat abatement actions can be done to support the 
recovery of Paynter's Tetratheca. 

Habitat Loss, Disturbance and Modification 
 Monitor known populations to identify key threats.  
 Monitor the progress of recovery, including the effectiveness of management actions and 

the need to adapt them if necessary. 
 Identify populations of high conservation priority. 
 Ensure mining exploration, infrastructure or other development activities involving 

substrate or vegetation disturbance in areas where Paynter's Tetratheca occurs do not 
adversely impact on known populations. 

 Control access routes to suitably constrain public access to known sites on public land. 
 Suitably control and manage access on private land. 
 Minimise adverse impacts from land use at known sites. 
 Investigate formal conservation arrangements, management agreements and/or covenants 

on private land, and for crown and private land investigate inclusion in reserve tenure if 
possible. 

Trampling, Browsing or Grazing 
 Ensure that livestock grazing, if it occurs in the area, uses an appropriate management 

regime and density that does not detrimentally affect this species. 
 Where appropriate, manage total grazing pressure at the most important sites through 

exclusion fencing or other barriers. 

Conservation Information 
 Raise awareness of Paynter's Tetratheca within the local community. 
 Establish and/or maintain partnerships with private landholders and managers of land on 

which populations occur to ensure appropriate conservation.  

Enable Recovery of Additional Sites and/or Populations 
 Undertake appropriate seed collection and storage. 
 Investigate options for linking, enhancing or establishing additional populations. 
 Implement national translocation protocols (Vallee et al., 2004) if establishing additional 

populations is considered necessary and feasible.  

This list does not necessarily encompass all actions that may be of benefit to Paynter's 
Tetratheca, but highlights those that are considered to be of highest priority at the time of 
preparing the Conservation Advice.  

Existing Plans/Management Prescriptions that are Relevant to the Species 

 Declared rare flora in the Merredin District (Mollemans et al., 1993). 
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This prescription was current at the time of publishing; please refer to the relevant agency’s 
website for any updated versions.  

 

Information Sources: 

Alford, JJ 1995, ‘Two new species of Tetratheca (Tremandraceae), from the Coolgardie and Austin Botanical 
Districts, Western Australia’, Nuytsia, vol. 10, no. 2, pp. 143-149. 

Brown, A, Thomson-Dans, C & Marchant N (eds) 1998, Western Australia's Threatened Flora, Department of 
Conservation and Land Management, Como. 

Butcher, R 2007, New taxa of ‘leafless’ Tetratheca (Elaeocarpaceae, formerly Tremandraceae) from Western 
Australia, Australian Systematic Botany 20, 154-9. 

Mollemans, FH, Brown, PH & Coates, DJ 1993, Declared rare flora and other plants in need of special 
protection in the Merredin District (excluding the Wongan-Ballidu Shire), Australian National Parks and 
Wildlife Service, Department of Conservation and Land Management, Perth. 

Vallee, L, Hogbin, T, Monks, L, Makinson, B, Matthes, M & Rossetto, M 2004, Guidelines for the 
Translocation of Threatened Plants in Australia - Second Edition, Australian Network for Plant Conservation, 
Canberra. 
 


	Description
	Tetratheca paynterae, Family Tremandraceae, also known as Paynter's Tetratheca, is a small, erect or decumbent shrub with divaricate branches, growing to a height of 0.15–1.0 m. The leaves are sparse, 0.8–2.5 mm long, less than 1 mm wide, early deciduous and often apparently absent. Flowers occur in clusters of 1–3 on curved pedicels about 1–11 mm long. Flowers have 5 deciduous, obovate to elliptic petals each about 5–13 mm long and 3–8 mm wide, that are deep pink with a yellow spot at the base. Fruits are about 5–8 mm long and 4–6 mm wide (Brown et al., 1998; Butcher, 2007). Peak flowering occurs from September to November, although opportunistic flowering is known in April and June in response to available water (Butcher, 2007). Two subspecies have been recognised, T. paynterae subsp. paynterae and T. paynterae subsp. cremnobata (Butcher, 2007).
	Conservation Status
	Distribution and Habitat
	Threats
	Research Priorities
	Habitat Loss, Disturbance and Modification
	Trampling, Browsing or Grazing
	Conservation Information
	Enable Recovery of Additional Sites and/or Populations

	Information Sources:
	Vallee, L, Hogbin, T, Monks, L, Makinson, B, Matthes, M & Rossetto, M 2004, Guidelines for the Translocation of Threatened Plants in Australia - Second Edition, Australian Network for Plant Conservation, Canberra.


