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Advice to the Minister for Sustainability, Environment, Water, Population & Communities 
from the Threatened Species Scientific Committee (the Committee) 

on amendment to the list of Threatened Species under the 
Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act) 

 

1. Reason for Conservation Assessment by the Committee 
This advice follows assessment of new information provided on: 

 Acacia solenota (a shrub) 
  
2. Summary of Species Details 
Taxonomy Conventionally accepted as Acacia solenota (Pedley, 1999) 

State/Territory Listing 
Status 

Listed as vulnerable1

Description 

 under the Queensland Nature 
Conservation Act 1992. 

A dense spreading shrub growing up to 6 m in height. Its bark is 
fibrous with longitudinal fissures. Phyllodes are 8–10.5 cm long 
and new growth is brown and membranous. Seed pods are 
straight and large at 12 cm long, 8–10 mm wide and 0.8 mm 
thick (Orchard and Wilson, 2001; Pedley, 1999; Queensland 
Herbarium, 2011). 

Distribution This species occurs in a narrow band extending approximately 
50 km north from Cooktown to Cape Flattery in northern 
Queensland. Recorded localities include Leprosy Creek in the 
Endeavour River National Park (DERM Wildlife Online 2011) 
near Cooktown, and the McIvor River area and sand dunes at 
Cape Flattery, east of Mount Webb National Park (Queensland 
Herbarium, 2011; World Wide Wattle, 2009). The extent of 
occurrence has been calculated as 185 km2 (DSEWPaC, 2011; 
Queensland Herbarium, 2011). 

Relevant 
Biology/Ecology 

It occurs in dense heathland communities on sand dunes, in 
association with Corymbia intermedia (pink bloodwood), and 
often forms pure stands. The population recorded at Leprosy 
Creek grows in grey sandy soils close to mangroves (Pedley, 
1999; Queensland Herbarium, 2011). 

Flowers are pale cream to white and have been collected in 
February (Queensland Herbarium, 2011). 

Threats  

Known There are no known threats to this species. 

Potential Potential threats include sand mining, however it has been 
reported that Acacia solenota regenerates rapidly after 
disturbance (Landsberg and Clarkson, 2004). 

 
3. Public Consultation 
Notice of the proposed amendment was made available for public comment for 30 business 
days. Any comments received that are relevant to the survival of the species have been 
considered by the Committee. 
 
 
  

                                                 
1 State/Territory listing status subsequently may change to align with EPBC Act listing status 
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4. How judged by the Committee in relation to the EPBC Act criteria and Regulations 
 
Criterion 1:  It has undergone, is suspected to have undergone or is likely to undergo in the 

immediate future a very severe, severe or substantial reduction in numbers 

Not eligible 
Criterion element Evidence 

Reduction in numbers Not required to be demonstrated for this assessment 

 
Criterion 2:  Its geographic distribution is precarious for the survival of the species and is very 

restricted, restricted or limited 

Not eligible 
Criterion element Evidence 
Geographic distribution 

AND 

Restricted – The extent of occurrence has been calculated as 
185 km2 (DSEWPaC, 2011; Queensland Herbarium, 2011). 
The area of occupancy is unknown. 

Geographic distribution 
precarious 

Not demonstrated – Acacia solenota exists at a limited number 
of locations between the McIvor River area and east of Mount 
Webb National Park, however there is no evidence to suggest 
that the species’ distribution is precarious.  

 
Criterion 3:  The estimated total number of mature individuals is very low, low or limited; 
  and either 

(a) evidence suggests that the number will continue to decline at a very high, high 
or substantial rate; or 
(b) the number is likely to continue to decline and its geographic distribution is 
precarious for its survival 

Not eligible 
Criterion element Evidence 

Total no. of mature 
individuals 

AND 

Locally common and forms dense stands in the McIvor River 
area, therefore the total number of mature individuals is 
estimated to be not limited. 

Continued rate of decline  Not required to be demonstrated for this assessment 

OR 

Total no. of mature 
individuals  

AND 

Locally common and forms dense stands in the McIvor River 
area, therefore the total number of mature individuals is 
estimated to be not limited. 

Continued decline likely 

AND 

Not required to be demonstrated for this assessment 

Geographic distribution 
precarious 

Not required to be demonstrated for this assessment – See 
criterion 2. 
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Criterion 4:  The estimated total number of mature individuals is extremely low, very low or 
low 

Not eligible 
Criterion element Evidence 

Total no. of mature 
individuals 

Locally common and forms dense stands in the McIvor River 
area, therefore the total number of mature individuals is 
estimated to be not limited. 

 
Criterion 5:  Probability of extinction in the wild that is at least 
 (a) 50% in the immediate future; or 
 (b) 20% in the near future; or 
 (c) 10% in the medium-term future 
 
Not eligible 
Criterion element Evidence 

Probability of extinction in 
the wild 

Not required to be demonstrated for this assessment 

 
5. Recommendation 
The Committee notes that this species does not meet any of the required criteria for listing in 
any category. The species’ distribution is not precarious and there are no known current threats. 

The Committee recommends that the list referred to in section 178 of the EPBC Act be 
amended by deleting from the list in the vulnerable category: 
 

Acacia solenota 
 

This delisting is the result of an increase in knowledge that demonstrates the species’ range is 
more extensive than previously known. 
 
Threatened Species Scientific Committee 

29 August 2011 
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